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and  we  brought  home  the  awards! 


Recent  ANA  Convention  Brings  Awards  Galore 
for  the  Bowers  and  Merena  Team l 


NLG  AWARD 

BEST  AUCTION  CATALOG 
BOWERS  AND  MERENA 
THE  ELIASBERG  COLLECTION 
APRIL  1997 
NEW  YORK,  JULY  1997 


NLG  AWARD 

BEST  DEALER  MAGAZINE 
RARE  COIN  REVIEW 

BOWERS  AND  MERENA 
GALLERIES,  INC. 

NEW  YORK,  JULY  1997 
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THE  ABE  KOSOFF 
FOUNDERS  AWARD 

U  Presented  To 

RAYMOND  MERENA 

PNG  #231 

For  his  significant  contributions 
to  the  current  innovations 
that  the  PNG  has  undergone 
during  the 
1995-1997  vears. 

From  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  the  PNG 


NLG’s 

BEST  AUCTION 
CATALOG 
Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr., 
Collection 

• 

Catalogued  by  the 
Bowers  and  Merena  organization 
Sale  held  in  April  1997 
Realization:  over  $20,000,000 
Highest  lot  price:  $1,815,000 
1804  Silver  dollar 


NLG’s  DEALER 
PUBLICATION 
OF  THE  YEAR 

Rare  Coin  Review 
• 

The  Bowers  and  Merena 
magazine 

Coins  for  sale,  market  news, 
research  notes,  interesting 
articles,  letters,  and  more! 


PNG’s 
Abe  Kossoff 
Founders  Award 
goes  to 
Ray  Merena 
for  his  significant 
contributions  to  the  current 
innovations  that  the  PNG 
has  undergone  during  the 
1995-1997  years. 


NLG  AWARD 
BEST  COLUMN 
“COINS  AND  COLLECTORS” 
THE  NUMISMATIST 
Q.  DAVID  BOWERS 
NEW  YORK,  JULY  1997 


NLG’s 

BEST  COLUMN 

Q.  David  Bowers 
“Coins  and  Collectors” 

The  Numismatist 


At  the  American 
Numismatic  Associa¬ 
tion  Convention  held 
in  New  York  this  July, 
the  Bowers  and 
Merena  team  brought 
home  the  most  cov¬ 
eted  awards  presented 
by  the  Numismatic 
Literary  Guild  and  the 
Professional  Numis¬ 
matists  Guild. 

At  the  PNG  ban¬ 
quet  the  Abe  Kosoff 
Founders  Award — 
PNG’s  highest  honor 
— was  presented  to 
outgoing  president 
Raymond  N.  Merena, 
“lor  his  significant 
contributions  to  the 
current  innovations 
that  the  PNG  has  un¬ 
dergone  during  the 
1995-1997  years.” 

Ray  also  accepted 

the  Robert  Friedberg  award  for  Q.  David  Bowers’  latest  work,  American 
Coin  Treasures  and  Hoards,  saying  “of  the  many  titles  Dave  has  authored 
in  past  years,  this  certainly  was  one  of  the  most  fun  for  all  of  us  to  work 
on.  In  our  eyes,  it  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  books  we  have  ever  pub¬ 
lished.  Its  appeal  crosses  over  many  areas  of  interest  with  a  multitude  of 
enticing  stories,  each  with  a  certain  enthralling  mystique.” 

The  NLG  awards  opened  to  a  full  house  where  Dave  Bowers,  Ray 
Merena,  and  Mark  Borckardt  were  on  deck  for  whatever  the  evening 
would  bring.  Hearty  applause  greeted  David  Bowers  and  Mark  Borckardt 
as  they  accepted 
the  Best  Auction 
Catalogue  Award 
for  the  Louis  E. 

Eliasberg,  Sr., 


The  Professional  Numismatists  Guild 
Presents  the 

Robert  Friedberg  Award 
To 

Q.  DAVID  BOWERS 

For  your  uumismatic  contribution 
of  the  book 

COIN  TREASURES 
AND  HOARDS 


PNG’s 

Robert  Friedberg 
Award  goes  to 

American  Coin 
Treasures  and  Hoards 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 


Collection  held  in  April  1  997.  Dave  then  was  pleased  to  receive  the  Best  Column 
Award  for  his  feature  in  The  Numismatist  Coins  and  Collectors.”  And,  last  but  not 
least,  Ray  Merena  accepted  the  Best  Dealer  Publication  for  the  Rare  Coin  Review. 

Dave  noted  after  the  awards,  “Our  entire  staff  shares  in  these  accomplishments. 
We  all  work  very  hard  together  to  make  our  publications  the  very  best  in  the  numis¬ 


matic  field. 
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If  you  are  not  on  the  Bowers  and  Merena 
mailing  list  and  are  borrowing  this  magazine  from 
a  friend,  we  invite  you  to  subscribe  to  all  of  our 
periodical  publications  for  the  next  12  months.  If 
you  are  an  active  dealer  or  collector,  being  on  our 
mailing  list  is  a  “must.” 

For  just  $95  to  US  addresses,  you’ll  receive  the 
most  informative,  entertaining,  and  value-packed 
publications  in  numismatics  today.  Simply  take 
your  credit  card,  call  our  toll-free  number  1-800- 
222-5993,  ask  for  Mary  Tocci  or  Donna  Badeau, 
and  your  subscription  will  be  started! 


Dave’s  Desk 

If  one  word  can  describe  coins  and  the  summer 
combined,  it  is  enjoyment.  As  you  know  if  you’ve  been  a 
constant  reader  of  our  publications,  I  have  been  traveling 
more  than  usual.  In  July  and  August  I  probably  said  “hi”  to 
500  to  1 ,000  collectors,  what  with  a  trip  to  the  West  Coast, 
attendance  at  the  American  Numismatic  Association  conference  in  Colorado 
Springs,  our  Rarities  Sale  in  New  York  City,  and  the  ANA  convention,  also  in 
New  York.  I  am  reminded — notthatl  forgot — whatagreat  hobby  numismatics 
is,  and  how  nice  coin  people  are! 

Now,  back  in  New  Hampshire  the  summer  is  drawing  to  a  close,  and  the 
autumn  foliage  season  is  nearly  at  hand.  There  is  something  cozy  about  this  time 
of  year,  perhaps  evocative  of  memories  of  going  back  to  college  each  September, 
or  of  the  “coin  season”  starting  anew.  Of  course,  numismatics  knows  no  season, 
but  in  the  summer  there  are  more  diversions,  and  academic  and  intellectual 
pursuits  (which  I  consider  the  enjoyment  of  coins  to  be)  sometimes  takes  a  back 
seat.  In  my  office  are  two  piles  of  dusty  old  books  from  the  19th  century,  and 
a  large  pile  of  uninspected  copies  of  Harper's  Weekly  and  other  periodicals.  I 
think  it  was  Oswald  Spengler  who  said  something  like,  “Man’s  greatest  comfort 
is  a  shelf  full  of  unread,  interesting  books.”  I  find  great  enjoyment  with  my 
library,  which  seems  to  grow  in  size  each  month  (as  it  has  been  doing  ever  since 
I  was  a  kid). 

Now  that  it  is  autumn,  we  can  all  settle  down  to  reading  books  and  buying 
and  selling  coins.  Gail  Watson  is  back  from  her  coin  trip  and  vacation  (to  our 
neighboring  state  of  Maine),  and  will  be  on  hand  when  you  order  from  this 
issue.  Mark  Borckardt,  Ray  Merena,  and  I  have  just  completed  adding  several 
thousand  new  purchases  to  our  inventory,  most  of  which  are  listed  in  the  pages 
to  follow.  Each  coin  comes  with  our  money-back  guarantee  of  satisfaction:  you 
must  be  satisfied  with  each  and  all  of  these  features: 

^  The  numerical  or  technical  grade  (MS-60,  MS-65,  or  whatever). 

w''  The  visual  and  aesthetic  appeal  of  the  coin — it  must  look  “nice”  in  your 
collection. 

^  Value  for  the  price  paid. 

This  is  a  true  statement:  You  will  derive  more  pleasure  from  having  $  1 ,000 
worth  of  coins  and  $200  worth  of  books  about  them,  than  you  will  derive  from 
$  1 0,000  worth  of  coins  alone.  Relative  to  the  current  Rare  Coin  Review  now  in 
your  hands,  the  best  way  to  enjoy  a  coin  is  to  read  about  it.  Check  our  Books 
for  Sale  section  beginning  on  page  7 1 .  And,  if  you  are  contemplating  starting 
a  new  specialty,  we  have  some  dandy  books  to  pique  your  interest.  As  old-time 
dealer  Aaron  Feldman  used  to  say,  “Buy  the  book  before  the  coin. 

Ifyou’re  an  old-timer  with  us,  you  know  the  quality,  value,  and  service  that 
have  made  us  famous.  From  deep  in  the  heart  of  New  England  we  have  reached 
out  all  over  the  world  and  have  built  what  may  well  be  the  most  successful  rare 
coin  dealership  in  existence  today.  If  you  are  a  serious  buyer  of  rare  coins  (not 
necessarily  a  well-financed  buyer,  but  one  with  a  serious  interest  in  numismatics) 
you’ve  come  to  the  right  place. 

Check  each  page  in  this  issue  carefully,  and  then  telephone,  fax,  or  mail 
your  order.  Before  you  know  it,  some  really  fine  coins  will  be  arriving  in  your 
mailbox.  From  all  of  us  here  at  Bowers  and  Merena,  thank  you  for  your  business 
and  friendship. 

Sincerely  yours, 

£L-<- 

Q,  David  Bowers 
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Church,  have  found  a  coin,  the  age  of  which  is 
now  1  1 3  years,  with  the  head  of  George  the 
First.  The  inscription  around  which  is — 
GEORGIUS,  D.  G.  Mag.  Bri,  Fra.  Et.  Hib. 
Rex.  On  the  opposite  side  is  a  Rose — the 
inscription,  Rosa,  Americana,  1722,  Utile 
Dulci.  It  probably  is  a  coin  of  one  of  the  Old 
Thirteen  Colonies.  Another  of  these  coins  was 
found  in  April  1835,  in  digging  a  garden  in 
Washington;  bordering  on  Brook  County, 
Virginia. — J.M. 

This  is  one  of  the  Rosa  Americana  pieces 
dated  1722-1724,  struck  in  Bath  metal,  and 
produced  in  England  by  William  Wood  as  a 
speculation,  for  distribution  in  the  American 
colonies. 

No.  3.  On  one  side  a  chain  of  thirteen 

As  many  of  our  readers  probably  know,  it  was  not  until  the  circular  links  running  around  the  face  of  the  coin.  In  the  centre 


Long  Ago  in 
Numismatics 


A  Coin  Commentary  from  1838 


appearance  of  Montroville  W.  Dickeson’s  American 
Numismatical Manualin  1  859  that  a  truly  comprehensive 
book  was  available  on  the  coinage  of  our  country.  Before 
then,  information  concerning  coin  availability  and  rarity 
was  catch  as  catch  can,  with  a  little  bit  to  be  gained  here, 
another  scrap  to  be  found  there. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  Anne  Bentley,  of  the  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Historical  Society,  we  recently  received  a  copy  of 
the  Society’s  Collections,  Vol.  VII,  of  the  Third  Series,  pub¬ 
lished  in  Boston  by  Charles  C.  Little  and  James  Brown,  1 838. 

The  following  account  of  some  American  coins,  issued 
before  the  establishment  of  the  present  government,  by  some 
of  the  States,  was  furnished  by  Dr.  James  Mease  of  Philadel¬ 
phia,  one  of  many  numismatists  of  the  early  19th  century 
whose  activities  were  not  well  recorded  and  of  whom  little  is 
known  today. 

Dr.  Mease  had  seen  some  early  coins  and  furnished  a 
description  of  them  (after  which  will  be  found,  in  italics, 
modern  ( 1 997)  comments  by  your  editor;  some  photographs 
from  our  archives  are  also  included).  In  1838  there  was  no 
single  book  in  print  which  described  such  pieces: 

No.  1 .  This  coin  is  larger  than  a  half  cent.  On  one 
side  it  has  1 3  ribs  or  bars  which  run  parallel  to,  and 
are  equi-distant  from  each  other.  On  the  other  side 
are  the  letters  U.S.A.,  theS.  being  of  larger  size, 
running  across  the  other  two  letters.  It  has  no 
date  nor  any  other  inscription. 

This  is  the  so-called  Bar  cent  or  Bar  copper, 
examples  of  which  are  believed  to  have  first 
circulated  in  New  York  City  in  the  summer  ofi 
1785.  The  simple  design  may  have  been  copied 
from  a  Continental  Army  uniform  button. 

No.  2.  On  one  side  a  head  surrounded  by 
“Georgius.  Dei.  Gratia.  Rex.”  On  the  other  side 
is  a  rose  and  the  following  inscription,  “Rosa. 
Americana.  Utile.  Dulci.  1722. 

The  coin  No.  2,  resembles  very  much, 
one  lately  found  in  Charleston,  and  of 
which  the  following  account  was  pub¬ 
lished  in  the  Charleston  papers: 

CURIOUS  COIN. — The  workmen 
in  preparing  the  foundation  ofSt.  Phillips 


a  circle,  having  upon  it  the  words  “We  are  one,” 
and  around  these  words,  “United  States.”  On 
the  other  side  there  is  a  sun  at  meridian 
height,  looking  down  upon  a  dial,  beneath 
which  appear  these  words,  “Mind  your  busi¬ 
ness.”  The  word  "Fugio,  ’’and  the  date  1787 
also  appear  on  the  same  side  of  the  coin. 
This  is  the  self-named  Fugio  cent  or 
copper,  examples  of  which  were  made  un¬ 
der  private  contract for  the federal  govern¬ 
ment  beginning  in  1787.  The  mottoes  are 
thought  to  have  been  the  suggestion  ofiBen- 
jamin  Franklin. 

No.  4.  On  one  side  the  American  Eagle,  having 
on  its  breast  a  shield,  with  the  word  CENT  upon  it.  Around  the 
face  of  the  Coin  is  “MASSACHUSETTS 
1788.”  On  the  other  side  is  an  Indian  at 
full  length  with  his  bow  and  arrow,  and 
the  word  COMMONWEALTH. 

Produced  at  a  mint  operated  by  the  state 
ofMassachusetts,  such  cents  ( the first  Ameri¬ 
can  coins  to  be  denominated  “CENT”)  and 
related  half  cents  bore  the  dates  1787  and 
1 788 and  were produced  in  quantity.  When 
an  audit  ofi  the  mint  took  place  in  1789,  it 
was  found  that  each  coin  cost  twice  face 
value  to  produce.  End  of  mint. 

No.  5.  On  one  side  a  sheaf  of  wheat, 
and  the  words  “PEACE  AND  PLENTY” 
the  other,  a  full-length  portrait  of  Fame  blowing  her  trumpet, 
and  these  words  “FOR  THE  CONVENIENCE  OF  THE 
PUBLIC.”  There  is  a  date  upon  it,  but  the  third 
figure  is  so  badly  done,  as  to  leave  a  doubt 
whether  it  is  1784,  or  some  earlier  period. 

This  is  a  conder  token  struck  in  England  in 
the  1790s.  Different  varieties  exist.  The  token  is 
not  related  to  America. 

No.  6.  On  one  side  a  Sun,  with  thirteen 
stars  around  it,  and  the  words  "NOVA 
CONSTELLATION  on  the  other,  the 
letters  LJ.S.  surrounded  by  a  vignette,  and 
the  words  “LIBER  I  AS  E  I  JLJS  1 1 1 1 A 
785.” 


on 
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This  is  one  of  several  varieties  of  Nova  Constellatio  coppers  dated  1783 
or  1  85  and  thought  by  many  to  have  been  made  in  England  ft 
distribution  in  America. 

No.  7.  Is  the  Jersey  Hall-penny,  having  on  one  side  a  shield, 
surrounded  by  the  words  “E  PLURIBUS  UNUM;”  on  the  other  a 
Horse  s  head  and  a  plough,  with  the  words  “NOVA  C/ESAREA,  1 785.” 

No  doubt  this  piece  was  well  worn,  for  specimens  were  made  only 
with  the  dates  1786,  1787,  and  1788,  those  of  1787  being  most 
plentiful,  followed  by  1786,  with  the  1788  pieces  being  considerably 
scarcer.  Pieces  were  produced  by  several  private  contractors  at  various 
places  in  New  Jersey  and,  to  a  lesser  extent,  unofficially  in  the  state  of 
New  York. 

No.  8.  On  one  side  a  head  and  the  word  “AUCTORI  CONNEC,” 
on  the  other  a  female  figure  very  much  in  the  form  of  a  gingerbread 
child,  holding  what  may  be  an  olive  branch  in  one  hand,  and  a  bow  and 
arrow  in  the  other,  with  the  date  below  it  of  1787.  This  is 
the  old  farthing  ol  our  boyhood. 

This  is  a  charming  description  of  a  Connecticut  copper  & 
coin  of  the  1785-1788  era.  The  reverse  shows  a 
female  figure  seated,  with  a  branch  in  one 
hand  and  a  liberty  cap  and pole  in  the  other. 

The  motif  was  copied  from  the  British 
halfpenny  which  ip  turn  was  copied  from 
a  coin  of  ancient  Rome.  Apparently,  Dr. 

Mease  remembered  such  coins  being  in 
circulation  when  he  was  a  child. 

No.  9.  Has  on  one  side  a  head,  and  the 
words  “GEORGIUS  III  Rex.”  On  the  opposite  side  is  a  shield  cut  into 
quarters,  containing  respectively  the  coats  of  arms  of  England,  Scot¬ 


land,  Ireland  and  Virginia,  surmounted  with  a  crown,  and  surrounded 
with  “Virginia,  1 773.  A  coin  similar  to  this  was  a  year 
or  two  ago  dug  up  in  a  garden,  and  with  the  descrip¬ 
tion  given  ol  it,  there  was  published  the  following 
history. 

The  following  historical  facts  are  here  distinctly 
referred  to.  During  the  usurpation  of  Cromwell, 
the  colony  ofVirginia  refused  to  acknowledge  his 
authority,  and  declared  itself  independent. 
2)1  Shortly  after,  finding  that  Cromwell  threat- 
ened  to  send  a  fleet  and  army  to  reduce  Virginia 
to  subjection,  and  fearing  the  ability  of  this 
feeble  state  to  withstand  this  force,  she  sent  over 
in  a  small  ship,  a  messenger  to  Charles  II,  then  an 
exile,  at  Breda,  in  Flanders.  Charles  accepted  the  invitation  to  come 
over,  and  be  king  ofVirginia,  and  was  on  the  eve  of  embarking, 
when  he  was  recalled  to  the  throne  of  England.  As  soon  as  he  was 
restored  to  the  crown  of  England,  in  gratitude  for  the  loyalty 
ofVirginia,  he  caused  her  coat  of  arms  to  be  quartered  with 
those  of  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  as  an  independent 
member  of  the  Empire.  The  above  coin  is  clearly  confirmatory 
of  these  facts.  Hence  the  origin  of  the  phrase  “Old  Dominion, 
frequently  applied  to  Virginia. 

This  is  the  well-known  1773  Virginia  copper  halfpenny,  minted  in 
London  and  distributed  in  Virginia  beginning  two  years  later  in  1775.  In 
the  late  1 9th  century  a  hoard  ofthousands  of  brilliant  Mint  State  pieces  was 
revealed  in  the  possession  of  Baltimore  numismatist  Col.  Mendes  I.  Cohen. 
Earlier,  including  in  Dr.  Mease’s  time,  high-grade  pieces  were  considered 
to  be  quite  rare. 


Quarters  in  the  News 


We  are  heartened  by  recent  news  that  the  Treasury  Department  may 
make  some  changes  on  the  reverse  of  the  circulating  quarter  dollar. 
Proposed  is  that  each  of  the  50  different  states  supply  an  emblem 
representative  of  the  state,  for  use  on  the  reverse.  Produced  at  the  rate  of  five 
different  varieties  per  year,  this  in  10  years  would  result  in  50  different 
motifs.  If  pieces  are  struck  at  the  Philadelphia  and  Denver  mints,  this  will 
mean  two  collectible  varieties  of  each,  for  a  total  of  100  coins. 

Now  comes  the  “fun”  part.  In  today’s  world  it  is  very  difficult  for  the 
government  to  do  anything  easily,  what  with  all  sorts  of  special  interests 
wanting  to  gain  a  foothold,  with  congressmen  wanting  to  be  heard,  and  so 
on.  We  wonder  how  long  it  will  be  before  the  District  of  Columbia  will 
protest  that  it  should  be  included,  making  a  total  of  51  different  designs. 
Then,  what  about  Puerto  Rico?  And,  while  we’re  at  it,  should  other  places 
be  considered  such  as  Guam? 

What  ifwithin  a  given  state  it  cannot  be  agreed  on  what  the  motifshould 
be?  Can  northern  California  have  its  own  design,  perhaps  of  the  Golden 
Gate  Bridge,  while  southern  California  goes  its  own  way,  perhaps  with  a 
coin  depicting  a  freeway  or  a  scene  from  Hollywood?  And,  it  does  not  strain 
credulity  to  suggest  that  the  Upper  Peninsula  of  Michigan  have  its  own 
motif — perhaps  copper  mining  forone  coin  and  a  Detroit  automobile  (but 
which  brand?)  for  the  rest  of  the  state. 

A  recent  article  in  The  New  York  Times,  “Small  change  is  proposed  for 
flipside  of  the  quarter,”  by  James  Baron,  stated  that  “the  proposal  has 
triggered  the  imagination  of  artists  and  designers  everywhere."  For  New 


York  State,  Paul  Davis,  graphic  designer  and  artist,  has  suggested  Niagara 
Falls,  stating  it  is  “a  terrific  symbol  for  New  York  because  it’s  unique,  and 
it's  one  of  the  things  you  can  put  on  a  coin  and  you  don’t  have  to  identify 
it.”  On  the  other  hand,  Frances  Jetter,  a  faculty  member  at  the  School  of 
Visual  Arts,  proposed  King  Kong  grabbing  on  to  the  top  of  the  Empire 
State  Building — combining  in  one  motif  an  endangered  wildlife  species 
and  a  well-known  building.  Yogi  Berra,  philosopher  and  retired  baseball 
player,  graciously  suggested  the  image  of  Joe  DiMaggioor  Mickey  Mantle, 
although  one  can  see  onr  of  Yogi's  own  motto’s  such  as  “Ifyou  don’t  know 
where  you  are  going,  you  might  end  up  somewhere  else,’  might  be  just  as 
good  as  “E  Pluribus  Unum”  on  a  coin — and  more  people  would  know 
what  it  meant. 

In  a  more  serious  vein,  your  editor  believes  that  these  quarters  are  one 
of  the  best  things  the  government  has  done  in  a  long  time.  There  really  is 
no  end  of  motifs  to  select  from,  and  it  could  be  that  once  the  “first  round” 
of  issues  is  finished,  another  series  could  be  contemplated — perhaps  a 
leading  personality  from  each  state,  or  the  state  bird,  or  state  tree.  Perhaps 
this  would  open  the  door  to  a  truly  popularscnes  of  coins — just  as  we  have 
commemorative  stamps — without  the  hated  surcharges. 

Congratulations  to  the  Treasury  Department  and  everyone  else  in¬ 
volved.  For  coin  collecting,  this  has  to  be  a  tremendously  good  omen— one 
can  imagine  millions  of  people  trying  to  put  together  sets,  and  then  along 
the  way  discovering  other  U.S.  coins — Jefferson  nickels,  Roosevelt  dimes, 
and,  who  knows,  perhaps  even  half  cents  and  large  cents! 
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Colonial  ami  Early 
American  Coins 

We  have  always  enjoyed  colonial  coins,  and  over 
the  years  it  has  been  our  pleasure  to  have  showcased 
many  nice  pieces  in  the  Rare  Coin  Review  and  else¬ 
where.  Recently  our  Rarities  Sale,  held  in  New  York 
City  on  July  28,  saw  over  100  particularly  choice 
pieces  change  hands,  amid  a  flurry  of  excited  bid¬ 
ding.  While  colonials  are  hardly  in  the  mainstream 
of  great  popularity,  interest  in  them  is  growing  and 
today  there  are  more  people  desiring  them  than 
ever  before. 

Popularity  is  something  that  the  series  could  not 
endure,  for  there  simply  are  not  enough  pieces  to  go 
around!  Indeed,  even  the  most  plentiful  ol  colonial 
coins — take  as  a  type  (never  mind  die  varieties)  a 
1797  Connecticut  Draped  Bust  Left  copper  cent — 
would  emerge  as  an  extreme  rarity  if  compared  to  a 
Morgan  silver  dollar  such  as  the  1881-S.  While  we 
have  no  way  of  knowing,  probably  the  entire  popu¬ 
lation  of  all  Connecticut  copper  die  varieties  of  the 
1785-1788  years  is  well  below  50,000,  and  may  be 
below  25,000.  When  you  consider  that  the  popu¬ 
lar  periodical  Coin  World  has  a  subscription  base  of 
80,000,  the  non-availability  of  even  a  “common” 
colonial  such  as  a  Connecticut  piece  becomes  dra¬ 
matically  evident. 

The  term  colonial,  strictly  speaking,  should  refer 
only  to  pieces  minted  prior  to  1781  (when  the  pa¬ 
triots  won  the  Revolutionary  War)  or  1783  (when 
the  peace  treaty  was  signed)  or,  perhaps  before 
1775,  when  the  conf  lict  began.  However,  in  popu¬ 
lar  parlance  it  has  been  extended  to  include  the 
copper  coins  of  the  states  minted  1785-1788  and, 
as  an  add-on,  pieces  relating  to  George  Washing¬ 
ton.  Several  basic  texts  are  recommended.  For  start¬ 
ers,  the  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins  gives  an 
excellent  overview,  an  indication  of  market  prices, 
and  much  other  information.  Beyond  that, 
Sylvester  S.  Crosby’s  Early  Coins  of  America,  pub¬ 
lished  in  1875  and  available  today  in  reprint  form, 
is  an  essential  text — one  with  fascinating  historical 
information.  Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of 
U.S.  and  Colonial  Coins,  1988,  furnishes  another 
essential  work.  Beyond  that,  there  are  specialized 
sources  to  consult,  including  the  Colonial  Newslet¬ 
ter  published  by  the  American  Numismatic  Society 
and  the  C-4  Newsletter,  published  by  the  Colonial 
Coin  Collectors  Club. 

Attributions  of  the  following  pieces  are  to  special¬ 


ized  references,  including  Miller  on  Connecticut 
copper  coins,  Ryder  on  Massachusetts  and  Vermont 
pieces,  Noe  on  Massachusetts  silver,  and  others. 
Each  colonial  piece  is  offered  with  a  30-day  return 
privilege  (certified  coins,  7  days),  giving  you  ample 
time  to  inspect  any  desired  piece  in  great  detail. 


High-Grade  1652  N-l  Pine  Tree  Shilling 


1652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Silver  Pine  Tree 
shilling.  Noe-1.  Large  planchet.  EF-40. 

(PCGS).  71.5  grains.  Lovely  silver  gray  surfaces 
with  a  slightly  wavy  planchet.  Prominent  die 
breaks  are  noted  through  the  date.  A  particularly 
nice  example  of  a  very  famous  variety.  ....  5,895 

At  the  American  Numismatic  Association  Summer  Con¬ 
ference  held  in  Colorado  Springs,  July  1997,  your  editor 
(QDB)  and  ANA  President  Kenneth  E.  Bressett  shared  the 
podium  for  an  hour-long  jam  session  with  nearly  200  par¬ 
ticipants.  In  the  give  and  take  discussions,  Ken  and  I  were 
each  asked  what  our  favorite  coins  were.  Ken,  who  has  been 
editor  of  the  Guide  Book  of  U.S.  Coins  for  many  years  (suc¬ 
cessor  to  Richard  S.  Yeoman),  and  who  has  seen  just  about 
every  coin  in  the  book,  unhesitatingly  stated  that  the  coin  he 
liked  best  was  the  1652  large  planchet  Pine  Tree  shilling. 

Pleasing  1652  Pine  Tree  Shilling 


1652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Silver  Pine  Tree 
shilling.  N-8.  Large  planchet.  EF-40.  (PCGS). 
Dark  gray  toning.  The  planchet  is  round  save  for 
a  small  void  at  5:00.  A  very  appealing  specimen 

of  this  historical  coinage . 4,995 

1723  Wood’s  Hibernia  halfpenny.  Breen-157. 
Beaded  Cincture.  MS-64  BN.  A  splendid 
specimen,  glossy  and  somewhat  prooflike, 
with  much  eye  appeal.  A  fairly  unusual  in¬ 
stance  in  which  a  piece  of  this  era  can  be  ac¬ 
quired  in  gem  Mint  State! .  1,495 

I  hcrc  arc  relatively  few  coins  associated  with  the  colo¬ 


nial  era  that  can  be  obtained  in  any  degree  of  Mint  State, 
never  mind  MS-64.  Among  these,  there  are  just  two  seen 
with  frequency:  the  Woods  Hibernia  halfpenny  of  1723,  as 
offered  above,  and  the  1773  Virginia  halfpenny.  Even  so,  the 
pieces  are  hardly  common,  and  ifyou  had  an  unlimited  bud¬ 
get,  you  could  probably  only  buy  one,  two,  or  three  equiva¬ 
lent  examples  of  1 723  Wood’s  Hibernia  halfpenny  each  year. 

1724  Wood’s  Hibernia  halfpenny.  Breen-166.  VF- 
20.  As  a  date  the  1724  is  several  times  rarer 
than  1723 . 265 

1773  Virginia  halfpenny.  Breen-180.  MS-63  RB 
(PCGS).  A  beautiful  coin,  somewhat  prooflike, 
with  a  splendid  mixture  of  mint  red  and  light 
brown  toning . 925 

Probably  from  the  Col.  Mendes  I.  Cohen  hoard  dispersed 
over  a  period  of  time  from  the  1870s  through  1929,  and  after 
that  date  via  Wayte  Raymond  and  others.  This  hoard  is  one  of 
many  discussed  in  Dave  Bowers’  new  book,  American  Coin 
Hoards  and  Treasures.  As  stated  above,  the  1773  Virginia 
halfpenny  is  one  of  the  few  colonial  issues  that  is  readily  avail¬ 
able  in  Mint  State,  although  with  todays  widespread  interest 
in  numismatics,  most  small  groups  have  been  dispersed.  Now, 
Cohen  hoard  coins  are  usually  found  one  at  a  time. 

1694  London  Elephant  token.  Breen-186. 
Thick  planchet.  EF-40  (PCGS).  GOD  PRE¬ 
SERVE  LONDON.  Attractive  light  brown 
surfaces .  1,095 

It  is  not  certain  whether  this  and  related  “London”  pieces 
ever  circulated  in  America,  but  as  they  are  cousins  of  pieces 
with  American  descriptions  (relating  to  Carolina  and  New 
England)  they  have  long  been  adopted  into  the  American 
series  and  have  been  desired  by  numismatists  on  this  side  of 
the  Atlantic. 


Rare  Bolen  Silver  Higley  Copy 


1737  Higley  threepence.  Bolen  copy  in  silver. 
Struck  over  an  Italian  2  lire  coin.  Kenney- 
4.  Mint  State.  Circa  1860s.  Light  toning. 
Sharply  struck  and  defined  with  excellent  de¬ 
tails.  Exceedingly  rare.  One  of  the  most  highly 
prized  of  Bolen’s  productions.  Richard  D. 
Kenney  in  Struck  Copies  of  Early  American 
Coins  stated  that  just  two  were  struck  in  this 
metal .  2,650 

John  Adams  Bolen  of  Springfield,  Massachusetts,  a 
prominent  numismatist,  cut  dies  for  copies  of  various  rare 
early  American  coins,  to  provide  specimens  for  cabinets  that 
might  otherwise  lack  them.  I  le  was  careful  to  mark  his  pro 
ductions  with  distinguishing  characteristics,  in  the  present 
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instance  with  a  dot  within  the  C  of  PENCE  (among  other 
differences;  cf.  Kenney,  p.  9).  Much  information  about  Bolen 
can  be  found  in  early  issues  of  the  American  Journal  of  Nu¬ 
mismatics  and  in  the  auction  catalogues  of  W.  Elliot  Wood¬ 
ward. 

1760  Voce  Populi  halfpenny.  Zelinka-9C.  AU-53 
(PCGS).  An  especially  high-grade  example  of 

this  issue . 675 

1760  Voce  Populi  halfpenny.  VF-20.  A  nice  speci¬ 
men  of  this  popular  coin . 1 95 

Attractive  1766  Pitt  Token 


1766  Pitt  halfpenny.  Breen-251.  AU-50  (PCGS). 
Lovely  medium  brown  surfaces . 2,995 

Called  a  “halfpenny,”  this  small  medalet  honors  Will¬ 
iam  Pitt,  who  was  considered  to  be  a  friend  of  the  American 
colonists.  The  legends  refer  to  the  dislike  by  Americans  of 
the  1765  Stamp  Act  under  George  III. 


1766  Pitt  halfpenny.  B-251.  EF-45.  Smooth  light 
brown  surfaces  which  are  problem-free.  A  very 

pleasing  specimen . 2,195 

1783  Nova  Constellatio  copper.  VF-30.  Pointed 
Rays.  Large  US . 525 

These  pieces  are  said  to  have  been  struck  in  England 
and  imported  in  quantity  in  the  United  States.  In  our  own 
mind  we  have  never  been  completely  convinced  that  these 
were  made  overseas,  as  they  seem  to  have  the  “feel”  of  cer¬ 
tain  contemporary  American  pieces. 

1785  Nova  Constellatio  copper.  C.3-B  EF-45 
(PCGS).  Pointed  Rays.  Very  pleasing  light  brown 

surfaces . 825 

1787  Massachusetts  half  cent.  Ryder  2-A.  Rarity- 
5.  EF-40  (P.CGS).  Dark  olive-brown  and  prob¬ 
lem-free  save  for  slightly  dull  surfaces . 1,025 

Massachusetts  copper  coins  of  this  era  were  carried 
aboard  the  sailing  ships  Washington  and  Columbia,  which 
departed  the  port  of  Boston  and  sailed  westward,  making 
memorable  (and  quite  adventure-filled)  explorations  along 
the  coast  of  the  Pacific  Northwest. 

1785  Connecticut  copper.  Miller  4.4-C.  Mailed  Bust 
Right,  Small  Portrait.  VF-35  or  finer.  Glossy 
brown  surfaces.  Excellently  detailed  on  the  ob¬ 
verse,  less  so  on  the  reverse  (due  to  striking).  A 
very  handsome  example  from  the  first  year  of 
Connecticut  coinage.  Seldom  seen  so  choice.  550 
1787  Connecticut  copper.  Ml.l-A.  Small  Head. 
VF-25  (PCGS).  Attractive  glossy  light  brown 
surfaces.  Classic  Machins  Mill  issue  struck  at 
Newburgh,  NY,  under  very  interesting  circum¬ 
stances  (cf.  Crosby,  et  al.).  One  of  the  nicest 
seen  at  this  grade  level  . 995 


1787  Connecticut  copper.  M33.2-Z.5.  Draped 
Bust  Left.  EF-40.  Medium  brown  surfaces. 
Very  little  in  the  way  of  actual  wear.  A  very  at¬ 
tractive  example  of  the  type  and  variety.  ...725 
1787  Connecticut  copper.  M33.39-S.1.  Draped 
Bust  Left.  EF-45.  Ligl  it  brown.  Some  original 
planchet  surface  characteristics  still  visible  on 
higher  relief  parts.  Outstanding  quality.  ..895 
1787  New  Jersey  copper.  Maris  32-T.  Horse  Head 
obverse,  Shield  reverse,  the  standard  design  of 

the  series.  F-15.  Late  die  state . 275 

1787  New  Jersey  copper.  M48-g.  VG-8/VF-20.  89 

1786  Vermont  “Landscape”  Copper 


1786  Vermont  copper.  Ryder-6.  Rarity-3.  EF-40. 

VERMONTENSIUM  spelling.  Landscape 
type  with  sun  peeping  over  forested  ridge  ob¬ 
verse  motif;  STELLA  QUARTA  DECIMA  re¬ 
verse.  A  very  handsome  example  of  an  issue  that 
is  fairly  scarce  in  all  grades,  but  decidedly  rare 

so  fine . 2,695 

1786  Vermont  copper.  Ryder-7.  Rarity-3.  VF-20. 
Landscape  /  STELLA  QUARTA  DECIMA 
style.  Sun  over  forested  ridge,  always  a  popular 
design  type.  Struck  under  rustic  circumstances 

at  Millbrook,  near  Pawlet,  VT. . 1,095 

1789  Mott  token.  Breen-1020.  Thick  planchet. 
AU-53  (PCGS).  Intermediate  die  state  with  a  die 
break  attached  to  the  upper  left  edge  of  the  clock 
but  not  affecting  the  D  in  GOLD . 1 ,195 

Although  this  piece  is  dated  1789,  it  may  have  been 
struck  circa  1839  on  the  50th  anniversary  of  the  firm’s  1789 
founding,  or  in  any  event  after  1789.  The  reverse  eagle  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  a  copy  of  that  used  on  federal  gold  coins  begin¬ 
ning  circa  1807  and,  therefore,  must  have  been  made  then 
or  later. 

Kentucky  cent,  undated  (c.  1792).  Type  of  Breen- 
1156-1158.  Lettered  edge.  MS-60  RB 

(PCGS).  Edge  lettered  PAYABLE  IN 
LANCASTER  LONDON  OR  BRISTOL.  An 
exceptionally  nice  example  with  a  generous  quo- 


Ask  To  See  It! 

Any  colonial  coin  listed  here  can  be  sent 
to  you  for  approval.  In  that  way  you  can 
carefully  examine  all  aspects  of  the  piece. 
These  early  coins  are  very  attractive  and 
interesting,  and  often  in-person  inspection 
is  more  revealing  than  are  short  descrip¬ 
tions  in  the  present  listing. 

Each  coin  has  been  selected  by  your 
editor  (QDB)>  Mark  Borckardt,  or  Ray 
Merena  based  upon  its  eye  appeal,  overall 
quality,  and  value. 


tient  of  original  mint  red.  Rare  so  fine!  ....  1 ,295 

l(  is  interesting  and  perhaps  amusingtUai  the  all-impor¬ 
tant  feature  of  this  coin,  the  lettered  edge,  cannot  Ik  seen  in 
the  holder.  The  buyer  is,  of  course,  invited  to  take  it  out. 

1794  Franklin  Press  token.  Breen-1 165.  EF-45.  350 
1794  Copper  Company  of  Upper  Canada  token. 
Breen-1077.  Proof-63  BN.  Superb  quality  sur¬ 
faces.  Struck  in  copper,  circa  early  1890s,  by  J. 
Rochelle  Thomas,  using  original  dies.  On  the 
Thomas  issue  the  tails  of  the  R’s  turn  upward. 
Obverse  motif  of  Neptune  as  the  River  God.  A 
splendid  “association  item  for  the  collector,  a 
muling  that  will  add  to  the  interest  of  any  cabi¬ 
net.  One  of  the  finest  seen . 995 

I  he  obverse  die  is  by  Ponthon,  and  was  cut  in  the  1 790s, 
but  perhaps  was  not  used  at  that  time.  The  reverse  die  was 
probably  also  cut  in  the  1790s,  but  not  employed  until  the 
early  1890s. 

In  his  Encyclopedia,  Breen  stated  that  he  was  not  sure 
which  varieties  were  “originals”  (made  earlier  in  the  19th 
century,  as  display  pieces  or  novelties)  and  which  were  “re¬ 
strikes”  (made  by  Thomas  for  sale  to  collectors;  this  precipi¬ 
tated  a  famous  lawsuit  with  Spink  &  Son,  which  echoed  for 
many  years). 


1796  Copper  Company  of  Upper  Canada 
Superb  Proof 
Major  Rarity 


1796  Copper  Company  of  Upper  Canada. 
Struck  in  copper.  “Myddelton”  style  obverse 
by  Kiichler.  Proof-64  BN  (PCGS).  A  splendid 
Proof  with  rich  chocolate  brown  surfaces  ac¬ 
cented  with  iridescent  blue.  An  aesthetic  treat, 
one  of  the  nicest  in  existence  of  this  famous  and 
very  beautiful  rarity.  It  is  believed  that  this  and 
related  pieces  were  struck  circa  1802-1803  as 
samples  of  the  engraving  skills  of  the  Soho 
Mint,  Birmingham.  A  major  opportunity  for 
the  connoisseur . 9,750 

The  Copper  Company  of  Upper  Canada  token  is  one  of 
the  more  elusive  varieties  in  the  series  related  to  early  America. 
The  obverse,  by  Conrad  H.  Kiichler  (who  also  cut  the  dies 
for  the  memorable  1796  Washington  Seasons  medals)  de¬ 
picts  the  goddess  Britannia  or  Hope,  presenting  her  two  young 
children  to  Liberty,  representing  America.  The  inscription 
BRITISH  SETTLEMENT  KENTUCKY  is  in  an  arc  above, 
and  the  date  1796  is  below.  The  design  was  intended  to  il¬ 
lustrate  the  emigration  from  England  to  America  of  persons 
of  youth  and  vitality,  to  settle  in  an  area  in  Kentucky  con¬ 
trolled  by  Philip  Parry  Price  of  Myddelton.  Walter  Breen  in 
his  Encyclopedia  notes  that  in  August  1796.  British  authori¬ 
ties  tossed  Price  into  Newgate  prison,  charging  him  with  in¬ 
citing  artificers  to  emigrate  to  the  United  States.'  an  early 
version,  as  Breen  put  it,  of  “brain  drain.”  The  project  came 
to  a  quick  conclusion.  How  many  citizens  actually  went  to 
Kentucky  and  found  success  there  is  not  known. 

The  reverse  of  the  piece  differs  from  that  seen  on  the 
normal  Mvddelton  token  and  bears  the  inscription  ONI 
HALF  PENNY  /  COPPER  /  COMPANY  /  Of  UPPf  R 
CANADA.  The  activities  ol  the  (  upper  (  ompans  ol  Upper 
Canada,  if  it  actually  existed,  arc  not  known  to  the  eata 
loguer.  Perhaps  the  outfit  was  formed  but  never  engaged  in 
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mining  or  refining.  Although  the  circumstances  are  not 
known,  the  die  was  cut  circa  1794.  It  is  believed  (with  John 
J.  Ford.  Jr.,  pointing  this  out  in  the  Coin  Collector's  Journahn 
the  early  19S0s)  that  pieces  of  this  type,  illustrating  superb 
workmanship,  were  made  up  as  samples  or  presentation  pieces 
by  the  Soho  Mint,  which  at  the  time  was  interested  in  receiv¬ 
ing  private  contracts  for  tokens  and  medals  as  well  as  com¬ 
missions  from  foreign  governments.  Pieces  were  produced 
only  in  copper,  and  apparently  to  a  very  limited  extent.  Walter 
Breen  in  his  Encyclopedia  specifically  mentions  just  two  pieces, 
the  Robison  and  Roper  examples. 

The  present  coin  is  a  superb  association  item  with  the 
usually  seen  Myddelton  token,  struck  from  the  same  obverse 
die,  which  on  the  reverse  shows  a  figure  of  Britannia,  seated, 
face  downward,  with  the  inscription  PAYABLE  BY  P.P.P. 
MYDDELTON  around  the  border. 

1783  Georgius  Triumpho.  Breen-1184.  AU-50 

(PCGS) . 995 

One  of  the  more  curious  Washington  tokens;  maker 
unknown,  but  possibly  related  to  the  1783  Nova  Constellatio 
coinage  as  the  date  styles  are  similar,  a  fact  pointed  out  a  few 
years  ago  by  Mike  Ringo. 

1783  Washington  cent.  Breen-1203,  Baker-4. 
Large  Military  Bust.  EF-40 . 295 

Reverse  with  two  sets  of  initials  (rare  in  American-re¬ 
lated  issues  except  for  medals),  T.W.I.  and  E.S.,  one  for  Tho¬ 
mas  Wells  Ingram,  the  engraver,  and  the  other  for  Edward 
Savage,  the  artist  who  created  the  designs. 

1783  Washington  cent.  Breen-1203,  Baker-4. 
Large  Military  Bust.  VF-20.  T.W.I.  and  E.S. 
engraver  and  designer  signatures  on  reverse. 
Light  brown  surfaces . 225 


(1795)  Washington  Liberty  and  Security  penny. 
Breen-1254.  MS-62  BN  (PCGS).  A  large  and 
impressive  coin.  Pleasing  medium  brown  with  ol¬ 
ive  highlights  and  faint  traces  of  mint  red.  2,150 

Edge  with  inscription,  AN  ASYLUM  FOR  THE 
OPPRESS’D  OF  ALL  NATIONS. 

Washington  SUCCESS  TO  THE  UNITED 
STATES  medal.  Breen-1287.  Large  diameter, 
plain  edge.  VE-30  (PCGS).  Said  to  have  been 
issued  upon  the  second  inauguration  of  Wash¬ 
ington  . 465 

1795  North  Wales  halfpenny.  Breen-1294-95. 
Plain  edge.  VF-20  (PCGS).  One  of  the  most 
interesting  Washington  issues  of  the  era;  crudely 

struck  from  shallow  dies . 450 

1795  Washington  Grate  token.  Breen-1271.  MS- 
63  BN  (PCGS).  Lustrous  surfaces.  Mostly 
golden  brown  with  some  traces  of  faded  mint 
red . 875 

Struck  by  the  Kempson,  a  diesinker  and  token-maker  in 
Birmingham,  England,  for  the  London  firm  of  Clark  &C 
Harris,  whose  establishment  was  on  Wormwood  St.  Obverse 
with  portrait  of  Washington  and  eulogistic  inscription;  re¬ 
verse  with  coal-burning  fireplace  and  grate,  with  inscriptions 
pertaining  to  (.lark  &  Harris. 

A  vimewhat  mysterious  “hoard”  of  these  is  discussed  in 
Dave  Brewers  recently  published  American  Coin  treasures  and 
Hoards  book. 


1787  Fugio  copper  cent.  Newman  6-W.l.  Rar- 
ity-4+  EF-40.  Medium  brown  surfaces  with 
lighter  letters  and  devices.  A  splendid  specimen 

in  every  respect . 1,895 

A  case  can  be  made  for  the  1787  Fugio  copper  cents  to 
be  the  first  federal  copper  coinage.  Although  they  were  pro¬ 
duced  privately  under  contract,  they  were  specifically  com¬ 
missioned  by  the  United  States  Congress. 

1787  Fugio  copper  cent.  N  12-X.  MS-63.  Attrac¬ 
tive  medium  brown  surfaces.  You’ll  like  the 
quality! . 1,895 

1792  Mint  Pattern 
Rare  1792  Copper  Disme 


1792  Copper  disme.  Pollock-1 1,  Judd-10.  Rar- 
ity-6  +  .  P-1  (PCGS).  Reeded  edge.  Inter¬ 
mingled  tan  and  chocolate  toning  with  poros¬ 
ity  noted  on  both  surfaces.  The  designs  are 
clearly  distinguishable  as  to  type,  and  much  of 
the  lettering  can  be  read,  especially  on  the  re¬ 
verse.  The  edge  reeding  is  vertical  rather  than 
diagonal;  a  feature  shared  by  the  Norweb  speci¬ 
men.  Dr.  Judd  claimed  that  the  1792  dismes 
had  diagonal  reeding  and  it  may  be  that  some 
examples  show  that  feature.  We  doubt  that 
more  than  1 5  specimens  of  the  variety  could  be 
traced  in  all  numismatics.  An  important  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  the  numismatist  who  desires  18th- 
century  delicacies,  but  who  does  not  want  to 
spend  the  better  part  of  $100,000  for  a  high- 
grade  example . 13,950 

Half  Cents 

In  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Reviewwe  offer  an 
attractive  selection  of  half  cents  of  the  1 9th  century, 
including  many  of  the  Draped  Bust  style,  a  selec¬ 
tion  of  Classic  Head  pieces,  and  a  number  of  desir¬ 
able  Braided  Hair  dates. 

Attributions  by  die  varieties  are  to  Walter  Breens 
Encyclopedia  of  United  States  Half  Cents  1793-1857, 
and  Roger  S.  Cohen,  Jr.’s  book,  American  Half 
Cents. 

The  half  cent  series  1793-1857  offers  many  inter¬ 
esting  collecting  possibilities.  In  general,  coin  for 
coin,  rarity  for  rarity,  half  cents  are  quite  inexpen¬ 
sive  in  comparison  to  large  cents.  Fewer  people  are 
attracted  to  the  series,  probably  because  of  the 
daunting  Proof-only  rarities  such  as  1836,  1 840- 
1 848,  and  1 852,  although  in  the  overall  scheme  of 
American  numismatics,  such  pieces  can  be  pur¬ 
chased  for  a  few  thousand  dollars  each  and  are  not 
“impossible.”  However,  they  do  serve  as  a  stum¬ 
bling  block  to  someone  contemplating  the  series  at 
the  outset. 

A  compromise  can  be  made  by  electing  to  ignore 
the  Proofs  completely  and  concentrate  upon  those 
made  only  in  business  strike  form.  Indeed,  Roger  S. 


Cohen,  Jr.,  well-known  chronicler  of  half  cent  va¬ 
rieties,  did  precisely  this  when  he  created  his  afore¬ 
mentioned  book.  By  not  listing  them  they  are,  in 
effect,  not  there  and  not  needed.  Anyway,  among 
business  strikes  just  about  every  date  is  inexpensive 
with  the  exception  of  the  fairly  scarce  1793  and  the 
quite  rare  1 796. 

Another  possibility  is  to  collect  business  strike 
half  cents  of  a  given  design,  for  example  the  Draped 
Bust  obverse  half  cents  made  from  1800  through 
1808,  or  the  Classic  Head  pieces  from  1809 
through  1829  (or,  if  you  must,  1831).  Toward  the 
end  of  the  series  we  have  always  liked  the  Braided 
Hair  half  cents,  available  in  business  strike  form 
from  1849  through  1857.  Each  of  these  dates  is 
inexpensive. 

1804  Breen-6,  Cohen-6.  Spiked  Chin.  F-12.  Late  die 
state  with  multiple  and  quite  dramatic  “cud" 
breaks  around  much  of  the  reverse  rim . 175 

Exceptional  1804  Spiked  Chin 


1804  B-7.  C-8.  Spiked  Chin.  MS-63  BN.  Light 
brown  surfaces.  This  represents  an  exceptional 
quality  specimen  of  this  popular  and  interesting 

variety. . 2,750 

1804  B-7,  C-8.  Spiked  Chin.  AU-53  (PCGS).  750 

1804  B-7,  C-8.  Spiked  Chin.  EF-45 . 495 

1804  B-7,  C-8.  Spiked  Chin.  EF-40.  Glossy 

brown . 415 

1804  B-7,  C-8.  Spiked  Chin.  VF-30.  Light  brown 

surfaces . 275 

1804  B-8,  C-9.  Crosslet4,  With  Stems.  F-15.  Late 

die  state . 95 

1804  B-10,  C-13.  Plain  4,  No  Stems.  MS-63  BN 
(PCGS).  Rich,  lustrous  brown  surfaces.  1,650 
1804  B-10,  C-13.  Plain  4,  No  Stems.  EF-45.  205 
1 804  B-12,  C-l  1 .  Rarity-3+.  Plain  4,  With  Stems. 

VF-20.  Some  reverse  scratches . 175 

1807  B-l,  C-l.  AU-50 . 495 

1 808/7  B-2,  C-2.  F-l  5  BN  (NGC).  A  pleasing  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  overdate,  a  variety  which  is  fairly 
scarce  in  all  grades  and  virtually  unheard  of  at 

very  high  levels . 650 

1809/6  (9  over  inverted  9).  B-5,  C-5.  EF-45.  275 

1809  B-6,  C-6.  Normal  Date.  AU-55  (NGC). 

Some  traces  of  lustre  on  the  reverse . 419 

1810  B-l,  C-l.  EF-45  BN  (NGC).  Glossy  brown. 

A  very  nice  example  of  this  somewhat  scarce 
date . 550 

1810  B-l ,  C-l .  VF-30.  Perfect  obverse  die . 325 

1810  B-l,  C-l.  VF-20 . 249 

1825  B-2,  C-2.  AU-58  (ANACS) . 365 

1825  B-2,  C-2.  AU-53  (PC  1GS) .  •  ’  > 

1826  B-l,  C-l.  AU-58  BN  (NGC).  Intermingled 
golden  brown  and  steel  gray  iridescence.  ..269 

1826  B-l,  C-l.  AU-55  (ANACS) . 2«S 
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1 826  B-l ,  C-l .  AU-55  BN  (NGC) . 235 

1826  B-l,  C-l.  VF-35 . 95 

1829  B-l,  C-l.  AU-50 . 195 

1829  B-l,  C-l.  VF-20 . 69 

1832  B-l,  C-l.  MS-61  BN  (ANACS) . 345 

1834  B-l,  C-l.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  Attractive 
brown  surfaces.  One  of  our  many  new  pur¬ 
chases . 575 

1834  B-l,  C-l.  AU-55 . 110 

1835  B-l,  C-l.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS) . 325 

1835  B-l,  C-l.  AU-55  BN  (NGC) . 145 

1835  B-l,  C-l.  AU-50 . 109 

1835  B-l,  C-l.  AU-50  (ANACS) . 109 

1835  B-2,  C-2.  AU-55 . 145 

1835  B-2,  C-2.  AU-50 . 135 


Superb  Proof-65  1850  l/2<f 


1850  B-l,  C-l.  Rarity-7-.  Proof-65  RB  (PCGS). 
A  handsome  example  having  sharp  frosty  de¬ 
vices  and  blazing  mirror  fields.  The  obverse  is 
mostly  brilliant  with  blushes  of  blue  and  vio¬ 
let.  The  reverse  has  intermingled  blue  and  vio¬ 
let  at  the  center  with  wisps  of  fiery  mint  red  at 
the  border.  Approximately  12  examples  are 
known .  11,500 

The  method  of  distribution  of  Proof  coins  in  1850  is 
not  completely  known  today.  Most  probably,  some  silver  sets 
(half  dime  to  dollar)  were  issued,  plus  some  single  silver  coins 
(especially  the  dollar),  and,  separately  and  less  often,  half 
cents  and  large  cents. 

A  perusal  of  1 9th-century  auction  offerings  of  early  Proof 
sets  of  the  1 840s  and  very  early  1 850s  reveals  that  such  “sets” 
usually  did  not  include  the  half  cent  or  cent!  In  any  event, 
only  a  few  Proof  half  cents  were  made.  Among  Proof  half 
cents,  the  1850  is  far  rarer  than  the  more  famous  Proof-only 
issues  such  as  1836,  1840  to  1848,  and  1852. 


1853  B-l,  C-l.  MS-63  BN  (NGC) . 345 

1853  B-l,  C-l.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS) . 345 

1853  B-l,  C-l.  AU-55  (ANACS) . 149 

1854  B-l,  C-l.  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  In  this  grade 

the  1854  is  one  of  the  scarcer  dates  of  this  de¬ 
cade . 495 

1854  B-l,  C-l  .-AU-55 . 179 

1854  B-l,  C-l.  AU-55  BN  (NGC) . 179 

1854  B-l,  C-l.  AU-50 . 149 

1856  B-l,  C-l.  AU-58.  Fairly  scarce  as  a  date,  in¬ 

deed  challenging  the  better-known  1857  in 
availability.  . 175 

1857  B-l,  C-l.  MS-61  BN  (ANACS) . 325 

1 857  B-l ,  C-l .  EF-45.  Scarce  date . 1 45 


Last  year  of  issue.  In  1860,  Mint  Director  James  Ross 
Snowden  wrote  that  many  of  these  coins  had  been  withheld 
at  the  Mint  in  early  1857  and  melted. 

Large  (-puts 

Large  cents  in  this  issue  emphasize  pieces  of  the 
early  19th  century,  including  quite  a  few  new  pur¬ 
chases.  The  1809  S-280  in  AU-55  grade  surely  is 
one  of  the  finest  to  appear  on  the  market  in  recent 


times.  An  1821  checking  in  at  EF-40  is  a  particu¬ 
larly  high-grade  example  of  one  of  the  most  famous 
dates  of  its  era.  Even  more  elusive  is  the  1823/2 
cent,  of  which  the  EF-40  piece  we  offer  certainly  is 
an  attraction. 

1798/7  Overdate.  Sheldon-152.  VG-8 . 335 

1803  S-258.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Light  brown  surfaces. 
Very  attractive  in  every  respect.  You’ll  like  this 

one!  . 895 

1805  S-267.  EF-45.  Attractive  brown  surfaces.  1 ,295 


Lustrous  AU  1809  Cent 


1809  S-280.  AU-55  BN  (NGC).  Rich,  lustrous, 
glossy  brown  surfaces.  Far  above  average  strike. 
A  truly  outstanding  specimen  of  what  is  consid¬ 
ered  to  be  the  key  date  in  the  1808-1814  Clas¬ 
sic  Head  series . 4,995 

We  learned,  or  re-learned  somewhat  recently,  that  the 
term  Classic  Head  was  in  use  in  numismatic  circles  as  early  as 
the  1860s. 

1814  S-294.  Crosslet  4.  EF-45  (PCGS).  A  nice 
possibility  for  a  type  set.  Nicely  struck,  as  cents 
of  this  date  typically  are . 1,250 


1814  S-295.  Plain  4.  AU-55  (ANACS).  Especially 
bold  strike . 2,250 


j  cm  ®  i 
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1814  S-295.  Plain  4.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Medium 
brown  surfaces . 2,095 

1816  Newcomb-2.  AU-50.  First  year  of  the 

Coronet  type . 325 

1817  N-l  1.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous. 

Probably  from  the  Randall  Hoard.  As  a  date, 
the  1817  is  considerably  scarcer  than  the  usu¬ 
ally  seen  Randall  Hoard  coins  dated  1818  and 
1820 . 1,295 

1817  N-l 6.  15  Stars.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Attractive 
in  all  respects.  This  is  the  most  curious  variety 
of  its  era,  and  every  collection  should  have 
one .  575 


1818  N-l .  EF-45  BN  (NGC).  Our  new  purchases 
included  large  cents  in  all  grades  including  this 


nice  1818 . 135 

1818  N-l  0.  MS-63  BN . 495 

Ex  Floyd  Starr  sale,  Stacks,  Lot  1591 
1820  N-13.  MS-64  BN . 550 

1820  N-13.  MS-60 .  395 

1821  N-l.  EF-40  BN  (NGC  j.  A  sharp,  very  attrac 

tive  specimen  of  this  important  date.  This 
lovely  piece  will  be  an  attraction  in  any  fine  col¬ 
lection  of  middle-date  cents . 1 ,495 


Among  later  date  large  cents  1 8 1 6-1857,  the  1821  is  sec¬ 
ond  only  to  the  1 823  in  terms  of  scarcity  in  higher  grades.  The 
vast  majority  of  known  specimens  are  in  lower  grades  from 
Good  through  Fine.  Even  nice  VF  examples  are  elusive. 


Lustrous  Mint  State  1822 


1822  N-10.  Rarity-2.  MS-63  BN. (NGC).  Lus¬ 
trous,  glossy  brown  surfaces.  A  splendid  speci¬ 
men  of  this  early  Matron  Head  date,  one  that 
was  not  represented  in  any  hoard . 2,650 


Splendid  1823/2  Cent 


1823/2  EF-40.  Medium  brown  surfaces.  An  at¬ 
tractive  specimen  of  this  highly  prized  date  (and 
overdate).  A  great  “find”  for  the  collector  of 
“middle-date”  cents  of  this  era . 2,695 

1823  Restrike  cent,  copper,  very  early  striking 

without  obverse  die  break.  MS-63.  Light 
brown  surfaces  with  tinges  of  electric  blue  and 
mint  red.  This  is  the  famous  1823  restrike,  but 
in  a  very  rare  form,  early,  probably  dating  from 
circa  1862,  from  rusted  dies,  as  always,  but 
lacking  the  prominent  obverse  die  breaks  seen  on 
over  90%  of  those  surviving.  A  showpiece  for  the 
advanced  large  cent  specialist  who  wants  to 
have  a  very  special  coin . 1 ,985 

In  the  early  1860s  a  pair  of  large  cent  dies  was  resur¬ 
rected,  an  1823  obverse  and  a  reverse  of  1820,  to  produce  a 
restrike,  possibly  by  Mr.  Miller,  a  Philadelphia  die  sinker  and 
medalist  who  was  active  in  the  1 850s  and  early  1 860s.  These 
were  sold  into  the  coin  market  to  provide  a  filler,  a  high- 
grade  example  of  this  otherwise  rare  date,  examples  of  which 
were  not  often  seen  other  than  in  well  worn  state.  The  re- 
strikes  were  made  on  later  occasions  as  well,  the  die  having 
cracked  across  the  obverse, 

1824  N-2.  VF-30.  A  fairly  scarce  date,  certainlv 

one  of  the  more  elusive  of  the  1816-185-  sc 
ries .  295 

1826  N-4.  Rarity-2.  AU-55.  Rich  medium  brown 
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An  Invitation  to  Join  Our 


Here’s  how  our  Collection  Portfolio  Program  works: 

Each  month  (or  other  interval  of  your  liking)  a  package  of  choice,  rare,  and  interesting  coins  will 
arrive  in  your  mailbox!  Each  coin  will  be  carefully  hand-picked  lor  its  eye  appeal  and  quality,  and 
priced  to  be  a  good  value.  We  guarantee  it! 

You  pick  the  series  you  like  best:  Morgan  silver  dollars,  U.S.  gold  coins,  Indian  cents,  com¬ 
memorative  half  dollars  of  the  classic  1 892-1954  years,  Liberty  Walking  hall  dollars — you  name 
it.  You  let  us  know  the  grades  you  prefer.  If  you  want  only  PCGS  coins,  or  NGC  coins,  or  “raw’ 
coins,  you  let  us  know  and  we  will  comply.  In  any  instance,  we  will  review  certified  coins,  which 
can  and  do  vary  widely  in  quality ,  and  pick  only  the  pieces  we  would  like  to  have  for  our  collec¬ 
tion. 

Gail  Watson  will  personally  make  each  selection  for  you,  keeping  track  of  coins  you  already 
have.  She  will  carefully  review  and  cherrypick  all  new  purchases,  selecting  the  finest  examples 
lor  your  collection.  Current  CPP  members  agree  that  personal  service,  quality  ol  coins  acquired, 
and  flexibility  are  the  greatest  attributes  ol  our  Collection  Portlolio  Program. 


Here  is  how  to  join: 

Telephone  Gail  Watson  at  1-800-222-5993,  credit  card  in  hand.  Let  Gail  know  your  collect¬ 
ing  interests,  the  amount  you  would  like  to  spend  each  month  (minimum:  $100),  and  the  grades 
you  would  like.  Your  first  shipment  will  be  in  your  mailbox  before  you  know  it! 

Flexibility  is  our  middle  name.  Feel  free  to  change  the  grade  you  desire,  your  monthly  payment, 
the  series  you  collect,  and  you  are  under  no  obligation  to  continue  the  program.  If  you  are  like  most 
of  our  clients,  you’ll  be  a  “happy  camper"  lor  a  long  time. 

Coin  collecting  is  a  really  great  hobby.  As  a  member  of  our  Collection  Portfolio  Program  you’ll 
really  have  a  great  time!  We  look  forward  to  having  you  with  us. 

Thank  you  so  much. 


Here  is  what  you  will  receive  each  month: 

Month  by  month,  your  collection  will  grow.  You  and  your  family  will  enjoy  your  coins  and 
will  be  proud  to  own,  study,  and  display  them. 

And,  here’s  an  additional  “beauty”  part:  Each  coin  will  be  invoiced  at  a  special  4%  discount 
Irom  our  regular  list  price! 

And,  that’s  not  all.  In  addition  to  quality  coins  and  personal  service  and  attention,  you’ll  receive  our 
periodical  publications,  the  Rare  Coin  Review  and  The  Coin  Collector  tree  of  charge.  And,  every  once 
in  a  while  you’ll  receive  special  oflers  that  are  not  publicly  advertised. 


Gail  Watson,  your  personal  ac¬ 
count  representative,  is  only 
seconds  away  by  toll-free  call, 
and  will  give  you  first  pick  of 
really  beautiful  coins  at  prices 
you’ll  find  to  be  great  values. 


Dave  Bowers  keeps  busy  be¬ 
hind  the  scenes  in  our  Collec¬ 
tion  Portfolio  Program,  help¬ 
ing  track  down  choice  and 
rare  coins  you’ll  enjoy  owning. 


rni.oM \i  \ mi comm  coins 


surfaces.  Cents  of  1 826  are  nearly  always  seen 
in  lower  grades.  Probably  not  one  in  200  speci¬ 
mens  touches  the  AU  level . 895 

1826  N-6.  AU-58  (PCGS).  G  orgeous  lustrous 
brown  surfaces.  Nicer  than  some  we  have  seen 
offered  at  the  Mint  State  level,  which  goes  to 
prove  that  it  is  worthwhile  to  pick  and  choose. 
Certainly  this  is  one  of  the  nicest  1826  cents 
you  will  ever  see! . 1 ,295 

Lustrous  Gem  1827  N-3 


j  (G*S31£  i 


1827  N-3.  Rarity-2.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  A  glossy, 
lustrous  gem  specimen  of  a  date  that  is  fairly  elu¬ 
sive  in  higher  grades.  Die  break  among  left-side 
stars;  die  breaks  on  neck.  A  prize  coin  that  will  be 

long  appreciated  and  admired . 2,970 

1827  N-4.  Rarity-2+.  AU-55.  Glossy  light  brown 
surfaces.  Cents  of'this  date  are  very  hard  to  find 
at  the  AU  level . 795 

Reverse  die  rotated  45°  to  the  left  of  normal  orientation, 
an  interesting  feature.  This  piece  is  very  bluntly  struck. 


1827  N-l  1.  MS-63  BN.  Light  brown  fields,  medium 
brown  features.  Lots  of  gloss.  A  splendid  specimen 
of  this  date,  quite  scarce  so  fine . 2,100 

Glossy  Gem  1828  N-6 
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1828  N-6.  MS-64  BN.  Light  brown  fields,  glossy 


and  beautiful.  A  gorgeous  specimen  in  every 
regard . 2,850 

1828  N-7.  VF-30 . 225 

1829  N-2.  MS-60.  Rich  brown  surfaces.  A  splen¬ 

did  specimen  of  a  date  that,  in  our  experience, 
is  quite  difficult  to  find  at  this  level . 1 ,095 

1830  N-6.  Medium  Letters.  VF-35.  A  splendid 

specimen  at  this  grade  level  of  a  classic  key  issue 
among  cents  of  this  era . 1,195 

1 830  N-7.  VF-20 . 200 

1832  N-l.  Medium  Letters.  AU-55 . 450 

1832  N-3.  AU-58 . 245 


1833  N-6.  Double  Profile.  AU-50.  The  entire  pro¬ 
file,  including  the  edge  of  the  coronet  and  the 
neck,  is  sharply  doubled.  Glossy  olive  and  dark 
brown  surfaces . 425 

1835  N-l  5.  Head  of  1836.  VF-30.  Double  pro¬ 
file .  145 

1836  N-3.  MS-60.  Early  die  state . 375 

1837  Feuchrwanger  cent.  AU-58.  An  exceedingly 
popular  token  from  this  era;  listed  in  the  Guide 
Book.  These  pieces,  small  in  diameter  somewhat 
similar  to  the  Flying  Eagle  and  later  cents,  were 
produced  as  a  private  venture  by  Dr.  Lewus 
Feuchrwanger  in  1  837.  The  illustrious  doctor, 
who  had  many  talents  (he  operated  a  museum, 
compounded  patent  medicines,  and  was  an  ex¬ 
pert  in  rocks  and  minerals  among  other  things), 
endeavored  to  have  Congress  adopt  his  alloy  for 
coinage.  This  never  saw  fruition,  and  instead  he 
produced  at  least  a  few  hundred  thousand  of  his 
own  cents.  The  obverse  motif  pictures  an  eagle 
killing  a  snake,  the  reverse  bears  a  wreath  and 


inscription . 249 

1837  Feuchtwanger  cent.  AU-50 . 220 

1837  Feuchtwanger  cent.  AU-50  (PCI) . 220 

1 837  Plain  Hair  Cord  (early  style).  N-7.  AU-50.  2 1 9 

1838  N-l.  AU-50 . 175 

1838  N-3.  AU-55 . 265 

1839  N-3.  Head  of 1838.  MS-60 . 625 

1839  N-l 3.  Booby  Head.  VF-35 . 185 


1839  N-14.  Booby  Head.  Rarity-3.  EF-45.  Dark 
brown  with  iridescent  blue  and  lilac.  A  very  at¬ 
tractive  example  of  this  scarce  variety,  a  coin 
that  will  be  a  pleasure  to  own  and  contem¬ 
plate .  695 

Gem  1840  Large  Date  Cent 


1840  N-8.  Large  Date.  MS-64  RB.  Much  fiery 
mint  red  is  seen  blending  to  a  light  brown.  A 

show-stopper,  a  dazzling  gem . 2,350 

Among  Mint  State  examples  of  the  Braided  Hair  style, 
issues  of  the  era  1839-1849  are  several  orders  rarer  than 
those  of  later  dates,  simply  because  few  were  saved  in  hoards, 
and  little  attention  was  paid  to  them  at  the  time  of  issue. 


1841  N-6.  EF-45 . 195 

1 843  N-2.  Head  of  1 842.  AU-55 . 495 

From  the  memorable  cabinet  of  Robinson  Brown. 

1844  N-l.  MS-60 . 495 

From  Stacks  sale  of  the  Anderson- Dupont  Col¬ 
lection. 

1845  N-9.  EF-40 . 89 

1846  Small  Date.  N-2.  MS-60 . 325 

1846  N-6.  VF-35 . 49 

1847  N-3.  Rarity-3.  MS-60 . 250 

1848  N-l  2.  AU-55 . 195 

1848  N-23.  Rarity-3 +.  VF-35 . 105 

1848  N-24.  VF-35 . 148 

1848  N-27.  EF-45 . 143 


1848  N-31.  EF-40 . 130 

1848  N-35.  EF-40 . 95 

1848  N-4 1.  AU-50 . 235 

1849  N-2.  AU-58 . 425 

Wire  rim  around  much  of  the  obverse,  a  feature  seen  on 
Proof  coins  of  the  era  but  rarely  so  well  defined  on  business 
strikes. 

1849  N-20.  MS-63  BN . 625 

Ex  R.E.  (“Ted")  Naftzger,  Jr.  Collection. 

1849  N-20.  AU-50  (ANACS) . 145 

1850  N-l  1.  EF-40 . 135 

1850  N-l 5.  AU-58  BN  (NGC) . 145 

1851  N-9.  AU-55 . 135 

1851  N-l 2.  AU-55 . 135 

1852.  N-14.  AU-58 . 130 

1853  N-l 2.  AU-50 . 135 

1853  N-l  5.  AU-55 . 159 


1  he  present  listing  offers  opportunities  for  variety  col¬ 
lectors  to  obtain  many  different  issues.  Suggestion:  If  you 
are  looking  for  an  interesting  series  to  collect,  use  our  inven¬ 
tory  as  a  start  on  a  date  set  of  Braided  Hair  large  cents  1839- 
1857.  There  are  no  great  rarities  among  these  dates,  hut  it 
does  take  time  and  patience  to  put  together  a  high-quality 
run  of  them. 

1853  N-l  5.  AU-50 . 135 

1853  N-3 3.  EF-45 . 75 

1 854  N-l  1.  MS-62  BN  (NGC) . 195 

1855  N-3.  Upright  5’s.  MS-64  RB.  Predominantly 

light  brown  with  just  a  touch  of  red . 495 

1855  N-6.  Upright  5s.  EF-40 . 95 

1855  N-9.  Italic  (slanting)  5’s,  Knob  on  ear.  AU- 
50 .  260 

The  “knob  on  ear”  feature  is  the  result  of  a  die  break;  a 
portion  of  the  die  broke  and  fell  away. 

1855  N-9.  Italic  5s,  Knob  on  Ear.  EF-40 . 140 

1855  N-9.  Italic  5’s,  Knob  on  Ear.  VF-30 . 85 

1 857  N-l .  Large  Date.  MS-63  BN.  A  splendid  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  last  regular  seen  date  ol  the  large 
cent . 495 

It  is  not  widely  known — although  a  footnote  in  the  Guide 
Book  of  United  States  Coins  mentions  it — that  Braided  Hair 
large  cents  were  also  struck  in  1868.  These  were  made  as 
curiosities  for  numismatists.  Today,  perhaps  10  to  20  copper 
strikings  exist — a  rarity  bv  any  standard. 
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Classic  1856  Flying  Eagle  Cent 


1856  Proof-30  (PCGS).  An  inexpensive  (in  proper 
context)  specimen  of  this,  one  ot  the  most  fa¬ 
mous  ol  all  American  coin  rarities,  a  great  clas¬ 
sic.  Quite  attractive . 5,295 

Seven  hundred  or  so  ot  such  pieces  were  struck  at  the 
Mint  in  1836  and  distributed  to  congressmen,  newspaper 
editors,  and  others  of  influence,  to  acquaint  them  with  the 
new'  copper-nickel  format.  Many  ot  these  were  lost  or  mis 
placed  as  the  years  went  h\  and  the  18c)~  and  18S8  l  iv  ing 
Eagle  cents  became  plentiful  in  circulation,  diminishing  ills 
novelty  value  ol  an  183(v  (unless  someone  was  a  numisma 
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um'  Most  probably,  the  piece  ottered  here  is  an  original  strik¬ 
ing  from  1 8%  that  was  put  into  circulation  at  an  early  time, 
and  saw  vears  ot  use  in  commerce  until  some  alert  collector 
recognized  it. 


1857  MS-65  (NGC).  A  splendid,  brilliant,  and  lus¬ 
trous  specimen  of  the  first  year  of  regular  issue 
coinage.  Far  above  average  strike . 2,375 

A  copy  of  Dave  Bowers  book,  A  Buyer’s  and  Enthusiast’s 
Guide  to  Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  Cents,  is  essential  (in  our 
opinion)  to  the  enjoyable  collecting  of  these  two  series.  Not 
only  will  you  find  information  about  rarity,  availability,  and 
grading — but,  there  are  many  interesting,  fascinating  details 
given,  which  will  make  each  date  and  variety  literally  come 
to  life. 


1857  MS-65  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  very 

beautiful . 2,375 

1857  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  light  golden  sur¬ 
faces.  What  a  beauty  it  is!  Another  splendid 
piece . 895 

This  piece  shows  the  extra  value  that  can  be  obtained  by 
acquiring  an  example  that  is  ever  so  slightly  lower  in  numeri¬ 
cal  grade,  but  ever  so  much  cheaper  than  an  example  in  MS- 
65.  Of  course,  there  is  a  market  for  all  things,  and  buying  an 
MS-65  1857  Flying  Eagle  cent  is  the  right  thing  to  do  if  you 
can  afford  it  and  have  the  desire.  However,  there  is  no  doubt 
that  a  lovely  MS-64  offers  a  tremendous  amount  of  coin  for 
the  money. 

1857  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Ir 
seems  to  us  that  the  MS -63  grade  offers  lots  of 


value  for  the  price . 475 

1857  AU-55 . 160 

1858  Small  Letters.  EF-40 . 129 


Indian  Mead  Lents 

During  the  past  summer,  including  on  our  far- 
flung  buying  trips,  we  acquired  as  many  choice  and 
interesting  Indian  cents  as  possible.  The  result  is 
that  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  offers  a  rich 
assortment,  particularly  in  grades  from  EF  through 
Mint  State  and  Proof.  We  feel  that  the  market  is  a 
bit  skewed  toward  high  prices  for  pieces  described 
as  MS-65  Red  and  Proof-65  Red.  While  such  gem 
pieces  are,  of  course,  delightful  to  own,  n  my 
worthwhile  pieces  in  lesser  grades  have  fall 
through  the  cracks  and  are  in  the  shadows.  There 
is  a  tremendous  amount  of  basic  value  to  be  ob¬ 
tained  among  Mint  State  and  Proof  coins  in  nu¬ 
merical  grades  of  63  and  64,  with  brown  or  red  and 
brown  surfaces. 

When  selecting  coins  for  our  stock  we  have 
cherrypicked  for  quality,  which  is  absolutely  essen¬ 
tial,  including  among  certified  pieces.  While  no¬ 
where  in  numismatics  can  one  completely  rely 
uf>on  a  number  and  directly  equate  it  with  market 


value,  among  copper  cents  this  is  particularly  true. 
Quality  varies,  and  sometimes  dramatically.  Time 
and  again  we  have  seen  beautiful  MS-63  brown  or 
red  and  brown  pieces  which  are  much  nicer  to  own, 
and  are  more  pleasing,  than  pieces  that  are  certif  ied 
in  higher  grades  such  as  MS-64,  but  with  unsightly 
spots.  It  has  taken  a  fair  amount  of  effort  on  our 
part  to  build  the  inventory  we  now  present,  but 
once  you  see  our  quality,  you  will  keep  coming 
back  for  more!  After  all,  quality  is  the  bottom  line 
in  forming  a  choice  collection  in  just  about  any  area 
in  numismatics. 

As  we  go  to  press,  each  and  every  Indian  cent 
listed  is  actually  in  our  stock.  However,  the  market 
is  very  active,  and  we  expect  many  pieces  to  sell 
quickly.  For  this  reason,  a  list  of  alternate  choices 
would  be  appreciated  and  will  be  used  only  if  the 
first-requested  coins  have  been  sold. 

1859  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  An 

attractive  example  of  the  issue . 995 

1859  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  lustrous  sur¬ 
faces,  an  especially  nice  example  of  this  issue.  In 
fact,  we  recently  bought  three  pieces,  all  MS-64 
and  all  certified  by  the  highly  respected  PCGS 
service.  Each  has  been  cherrypicked  for  quality. 
Buy  one  for  only . 995 

Likes  Our  Indian  Cents 
but  Not  Current  Coinage 

The  following  is  from  Robert  Truet: 

“Hello  Friends  at  B&M: 

“The  Proof  Indian  cents  I  have  recently 
received  from  your  firm  are  TRULY  BEAU¬ 
TIFUL!  They  are  so  much  more  than  a 
couple  of  coins;  they  represent  the  art, 
romance,  beauty,  and  hard  work  of  a  great 
era.  Great  coins,  like  great  books,  help  us 
keep  this  era  alive  and  allow  a  lucky  few  of 
us  to  own  a  piece  of  it. 

“If  only  the  United  States  Mint  of  today 
would  spend  more  time  designing  beauti¬ 
ful  coins  and  placing  them  into  circulation 
for  our  young  collectors  to  put  in  their 
pockets  and  enjoy  instead  of  producing 
junk  for  the  purpose  of  putting  money  into 
their  own  pockets! 

“Coins  can  be  wonderful  tools  which 
can  help  spread  and  keep  alive  the  Spirit  of 
America.  1  believe  we  are  wasting  that  tool. 

“Let  everyone  who  reads  this  letter  pick 
out  one  coin  of  recent  design  that  they 
dislike  and  would  like  to  see  improved, 
then  mail  it  back  to  the  U.S.  Mint  and  tell 
them  what  we  want! 

“Let  the  current  engravers  go  out  into 
the  streets  and  the  hearts  of  America  and 
come  back  when  they  have  designed  ‘truly 
beautiful’  coins!” 


The  cherrypicking  to  which  we  referred  in  the  introduc¬ 
tion  to  Indian  cents  in  this  issue  is  necessary  with  copper- 
nickel  cents  as  well  as  bronze  cents,  but,  in  general,  we  found 
that  the  certification  services  have  done  a  better  job  with 
copper-nickel  pieces.  While  we  may  have  to  look  through  1 0 
or  20  bronze  Indian  cents  to  pick  just  one  that  we  want  to 
buy  for  stock,  perhaps  only  three  or  four  copper-nickel  cents 


have  to  be  inspected  to  acquire  a  desired  piece. 

1859  AU-55 . 165 

1859  VF-30 . 65 

1860  MS-64  (PCGS).  Round  bust  tip . 285 

1861  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous . 325 

1862  MS-60.  Split  on  edge,  not  visible  from  ob¬ 
verse  or  reverse.  Mint  error . 1 10 

1863  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  light  golden  sur¬ 
faces.  Ideal  for  a  type  set . 259 

1863  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces.  259 
1863  MS-63  (PCGS) . 159 

1863  M-61  (PCGS) . 85 

1864  Copper-nickel.  MS-62  (PCGS) . 165 


Copper-nickel  Indian  cents  were  made  through  the  spring 
of  the  year,  after  which  the  bronze  pieces  took  their  place.  In 
their  time,  copper-nickel  Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  cents  were 
referred  to  as  “nicks”  or  “nickels” — this  being  in  an  era  be¬ 
fore  nickel  five-cent  pieces  were  first  introduced  (1866),  af¬ 
ter  which  the  nickname  (pun  intended)  was  transferred  from 
the  copper-nickel  cent  to  the  five-cent  pieces.  In  numismatic 
circles,  copper-nickel  cents  were  long  referred  to  as  “white 
cents.”  This  terminology  can  be  found  in  catalogues  and  price 
lists  through  at  least  the  1930s,  and  occasionally  after  that. 

1864  Copper-nickel.  AU-55 . 79 

1864  L  on  Ribbon.  MS-64  BN.  A  very  attractive 
example . 495 

The  bronze  cent  with  L  (for  James  B.  Longacre,  engraver) 
has  long  been  regarded  as  one  of  the  keys  to  the  series.  Curi¬ 
ously,  in  reviewing  numismatic  literature  of  the  1860s,  we 
have  never  come  across  any  contemporary  mention  of  the  L 
on  ribbon  feature.  Whether  this  simply  was  not  noticed  by 
collectors,  or  whether  it  was  noticed  but  not  reported,  is  un¬ 
known  to  your  editor  (any  clarifying  comments  or  citations 


would  be  appreciated). 

1864  L  on  Ribbon.  MS-63  BN . 435 

1864  L  on  Ribbon.  EF-40.  Doubled  18  in  date,  an 

interesting  feature . 195 

1864  L  on  Ribbon.  VF-35 . 190 

1864  Bronze.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 139 

1865  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 155 

1865  MS-63  BN  (NGC) . 119 

1865  EF-45 . 39 

1866  MS-64  BN . 395 

1866  AU-58 . 199 

1866  VF-30 . 99 


1867  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A  top-quality  specimen 
of  this  somewhat  elusive  date . 795 

1867  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Attractive  mixture  of  red 

and  brown  toning . 450 

1868  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  A  splendid  gem  coin. 

Quite  scarce  in  this  high  Mint  State  preserva¬ 
tion . 750 

1869/9  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A  very  beautiful 
specimen  of  this  scarce  date.  A  nice  mixture 
of  brown  toning  with  fiery  original  mint 
red .  1,650 

1869/9  MS-64  BN . 975 

1869  Proof-65  RB  (NGC).  A  beautiful  and  quite 

rare  coin,  a  prize!  Fhere  is  a  tremendous 
amount  of  value  here,  as  this  piece  is  offered  for 
much  less  than  a  full  red  coin  might  sell  for, 
and  yet  it  is  nearly  the  same  quality. . 82“s 
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1870  Proof-65  BN  (NGC).  A  really  nice  Indian 

cent.  Rare!  . 550 

1870  MS-64  RB  (ANACS).  Quite  elusive  with 
this  combination  of  high  numerical  grade  and 
quality.  As  specialists  know  well,  Indian  cents 
with  brown  or  red  and  brown  surfaces  can  be 
exceedingly  attractive  if  hand  selected  (which  is 
what  we  do  when  we  buy  them  for  our  inven¬ 
tory) . 895 

1870  MS-64  BN.  (PCGS).  Golden  brown  with 
tinges  of  iridescent  blue.  Hints  of  mint  red  can  be 
seen.  A  very  pleasing  coin  from  every  aspect.  575 

1870  MS-60  . 475 

1871  MS-63  RB.  A  splendid  example  of  this 
highly  important  date.  Picking  up  on  our  ear¬ 
lier  comment  about  the  L  on  the  ribbon,  first 
used  on  the  1864  L  cent,  by  1871  the  L  seems 
to  have  been  noticed  by  collectors.  At  the  Mint, 
restrikes  were  made  of  1 864-L  Proofs,  indicat¬ 
ing  there  must  have  been  a  demand  for  them. 
However,  in  reading  catalogues  through  this 
year,  we  still  have  not  encountered  any  mention 


of  the  L . 615 

1871  MS-61  BN.  Rare.  Another  pleasing  and  quite 
rare  Indian  cent.  You  will  like  this  one!  ....  525 
1871  VF-30 . , . 295 


1872  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown  surfaces 
with  tinges  of  red,  and  with  the  attractive  “wood 
grain”  toning  effect  sometimes  seen  on  pristine 
(uncleaned)  examples  of  this  date,  lending  an 
extra  dimension  of  quality  and  desirability.  A  key 


date  in  remarkably  fine  condition . 925 

1873  Closed  3.  AU-50 . 160 

1873  Closed  3.  VF-30 . 85 

1874  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A  splendid  gem . 475 

1874  MS-63  BN . 225 

1874  MS-62  BN  (PCGS) . 195 

1874  MS-60 . 180 

1874  VF-35 . 59 

1875  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 650 

1875  AU-55 . 145 

1877  F-15.  This  rare  date  has  been  front  row  cen¬ 
ter  for  many  years  and  is  traditionally  one  of  the 
last  to  be  added  to  a  set . 865 

1877  VG-10 . 650 

1877  G-4  (PCGS) . 495 

1878  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 550 


1879  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Some  tinges  of  red,  say 
30%  red.  A  nice  way  to  start  a  set  of  Indian 
cents  is  to  begin  with  1 879 — the  coin  offered 
above  is  a  good  candidate — and  aspire  to  gather 
one  of  each  Philadelphia  date  through  1909. 
There  are  no  rarities  in  this  span,  and  all  are 


quite  affordable . 235 

1879  MS-64  BN . 139 

1879  MS-63  RB  (PCGS) . 145 

1879  EF-40 . 45 

1880  Proof-64  RB . 195 

1880  Proof-64  RB  (PCGS) . 195 

1880  MS-60 . 65 

1880  AU-58 . 45 

1881  Proof-65  RB.  Very  reasonably  priced.  ...375 

1881  Proof-64  RB  (PCGS).  A  very  attractive  ex¬ 
ample.  Inexpensive  for  just . 325 


1942 


And  Related  Research  Report 

In  1942  the  United  States  Mint  began  searching  for  a  suitable 
replacement  for  the  copper  cent.  Being  a  strategic  war  material  cop¬ 
per  was  in  high  demand.  Private  companies  were  contacted  to  ex¬ 
plore  materials  as  diverse  as  plastic  and  glass.  The  firms  involved 
provided  sample  planchets  and  special  dies  were  prepared  for  use 
in  the  testing  process.  We  were  fortunate  to  acquire  a  small  quan¬ 
tity  of  plastic  “Planchets”  or  disks  which  were  left  over  from 
one  of  the  private  companies  involved.  We  have  planchets  made 
of  two  different  types  of  material:  General  purpose  phenolic 
resin  is  very  dark  brown.  Each  weighs  10.30  grains  and  has 
six  concentric  circles  raised  on  each  side.  Urea-formaldehyde 
plastic  is  olive  and  weighs  10.76  grains.  These  also  have  six 
raised  circles  on  each  side. 

As  part  of  the  purchase  of  the  above  plastic  disks  we  also  have 
acquired  a  handwritten  (in  pencil)  report  to  the  United  States 
Mint  from  a  successful  scientist  involved  in  the  testing  of  vari¬ 
ous  samples  submitted  as  replacements.  This  rough  draft  con¬ 
sists  of  approximately  40  pages  providing  test  procedures  and 
results.  The  tests  include:  specific  gravity,  dimension,  water 
absorption,  impact  strength,  resistance  to  abrasion,  flamma¬ 
bility,  color  stability,  and  accelerated  service.  We  cannot  over¬ 
state  the  importance  of  this  report  to  the  researcher  studying 
the  1942  plastic  cent  issues.  To  our  knowledge,  this  report  is  unique. 
With  the  purchase  of  this  related  material,  we  will  send  you,  with  our 
compliments,  one  each  of  the  experimental  cents  listed  above.  This  is  an 
incredible  offer,  one  you  won't  want  to  miss! 

Research  Report  $995.00 

(includes  one  of  each  type  of  experimental  cent) 

Experimental  Cents  $79.00  each 

(lease  specify  type) 
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1881  MS-63  BN . 69 

1882  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 275 

1883  MS-64  RB . 139 

1883  MS-64  BN . 245 

1883  AU-50 . 32 

1884  Proof-65  RB  (PCGS).  Another  really  beauti¬ 
ful  Proof  Indian  cent . 395 

1884  MS-65  RB . 395 

1884  F.F-40 . 25 

1885  Proof-63  BN.  Always  in  demand  as  a  key 

date,  not  because  the  Prot^mintage  is  low, 
which  it  is  not,  but  because  of  the  related  scar¬ 
city  of  business  strikes . 189 

1885  Proof-63  BN  (PCGS) . 189 

1885  MS-64  BN.  Scarce  date . 245 

1885  EF-40 . 59 

1885  VF-20 . 24 

1886  MS-64  RB.  Type  1 . 365 

1886  Type  I.  MS-63  BN  (NGC) . 239 

1886  Type  II.  Proof-64  RB  (PCGS) . 275 


1886  Type  II.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Recognized  as 
being  especially  elusive  in  high  grades,  the 
present  specimen  of  this  variety  is,  indeed,  a 
find  for  the  specialist.  Use  this  issue  of  the  Rare 
Coin  Review  to  augment  your  present  set  of  In¬ 
dian  cents  or  to  start  one.  Either  way,  you’ll  be 


delighted  with  the  quality. . 895 

1887  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 595 

1887  MS-64  RD . 295 

1888  Proof-64  RB  (PCGS) . 225 

1888  MS-63  BN . 135 

1889  Proof-64  RB  (PCGS) . 225 

1889  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 365 

1889  MS-64  RD . 425 

1889  AU-55 . 29 

1889  AU-50 . 25 

1890  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 145 

1891  Proof-64  RB.  Extremely  inexpensive,  in  our 

opinion . 295 

1891  MS-64  RB . 125 

1892  MS-60 . 35 

1892  AU-58 . 30 

1893  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 289 

1893  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 125 

1893  MS-63 . 65 

1893  AU-50 . 23 

1894  MS-63  RB . 110 

1894  MS-63  RB  (PCGS) . 110 

1894  MS-63  BN . 59 

1895  Proof-64  RB.  A  very  nice  Proof  of  this  date. 
Not  at  all  easy  to  find  in  this  preservation.  295 

1895  MS-64  RB . 95 

1895  MS-64  BN . 69 

1895  AU-50 . 20 

1 896  MS-63  RB  (PCGS) . 69 

1897  MS-63  RB  (PCGS) . 69 

1898  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 95 

1898  AU-55 . 21 

1 899  Proof-64  RB . 250 

1899  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 125 

1899  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 95 

1899  AU-55 . 21 

1900  Proof  6 J  RB(NGQ . 169 

1900  Proof-63  RB  (PCGS) . 169 


1901  Proof-63  RB  (PCGS) . 179 

1902  Proof-63  RB  (PCGS).  We’ve  just  purchased 

some  late-date  Indian  cent  Proofs;  in  general, 
these  are  much  scarcer  than  Proofs  dated  in  the 
1880s . 189 

1902  AU-58 . 22 

1903  AU-55 . 17 

1904  Proof-63  RB  (PCGS).  Very  inexpensive,  in 

our  opinion.  Lots  of  value  here! . 189 

1904  MS-64  RB . 55 

1905  MS-64  RB . 59 

1905  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 59 

1905  AU-55 . 17 

1906  Proof-64  RB  (PCGS) . 255 

1906  MS-64  RB . 55 

1907  Proof-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lowest-mintage  Proof 

of  the  era.  A  “find”  for  the  specialist.  Another  of 
our  many  new  purchases . 355 

1907  MS-66  RD  (PCGS) . 675 

1907  MS-64  RB . 55 

1908  Proof-64  RB  (PCGS) . 275 

1908  MS-64  RB . 55 

1908-S  MS-64  RD  (NGC) . 695 

1908-S  MS-63  BN . 315 

1908-S  AU-58 . 145 

1908-S  AU-50 . 130 

1909  Indian.  Proof-64  RB  (PCGS) . 285 

1909  Indian.  MS-63  BN . 45 

1909  Indian.  AU-55 . 19 


liimiiln  IVnls 

Congratulations  are  in  order  for  David  Lange, 
author  of  the  excellent  book.  Complete  Guide  to 
Lincoln  Cents ,  published  by  us  last  year.  At  the  re¬ 
cent  Numismatic  Literary  Guild  award  ceremony, 
held  in  New  York  City,  this  volume  took  high  hon¬ 
ors,  and  deservedly  so.  If  Lincoln  cents  are  your 
forte,  a  copy  belongs  in  your  library — and  this  can 
be  accomplished  easily  by  checking  our  listing  of 
books  for  sale  in  the  present  issue! 

On  our  recent  buying  excursions  we  have  laid  in 
a  nice  supply  of  what  may  be  America’s  most  fa¬ 
mous  20th-century  coin,  the  1909-S  V.D.B.  cent. 
As  we  go  to  press,  we  have  nearly  a  dozen  different 
pieces,  distributed  among  various  grades,  some  rep¬ 
resented  in  multiples  in  our  inventory.  If  you  would 
like  one  of  these  showpieces,  take  your  pick  from  a 
particularly  broad  selection. 

Among  other  Lincoln  cents  there  are  many  high¬ 
lights.  Check  out  our  1914-D  cents  for  example. 
Returning  to  the  subject  of  awards  and  the  like,  at 
the  American  Numismatic  Association  Convention 
in  New  York  City  we  lingered  and  thoroughly  en¬ 
joyed  the  beautiful  display  of  Lincoln  cents 
mounted  by  our  client,  S.B.  In  fact,  his  holding 
may  be  the  finest  collection  ever  gathered  of  this 
specialty.  In  a  recent  visit  to  New  Hampshire,  S.B. 
discussed  his  search  for  various  issues,  and  said  that 
it  was  his  observation  that  among  full  red  Lincoln 
cents  in  MS-65  grade,  the  most  elusive  single  vari¬ 
ety  was  and  is  the  1926-S.  We  had  not  realized 
this,  and  pass  the  comment  along  here  for  whatever 
interest  it  may  have  among  our  present  readers. 


1909  V.D.B.  MS-66  RD  (NGC) . 79 

1909  V.D.B.  MS-66  RD  (PCGS) . 79 

1909  V.D.B.  MS-65  RD  (NGC) . 45 


1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  About  90% 
full  original  red;  with  more  “red”  than  some 
we’ve  seen  called  MS-65  Red!  A  cherry-pick 
from  our  recent  convention  purchases...  1,350 


1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RD . 1 ,295 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RB . 1,195 


Of  all  20th-century  United  States  coins,  probably  none 
exceeds  the  combination  of  popularity  and  rarity  of  the  1 909- 
S  V.D.B.  cent.  Decade  after  decade,  just  about  anyone  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  United  States  series  has  desired  an  example  of 
this  issue,  the  demand  arising  from  the  days  in  which  it  was 
popular  to  look  through  pocket  change  and  fill  in  a  set  of 
Lincoln  cents — nearly  always  excepting  for  the  1 909-S  V.D.B. 
From  our  present  day  viewpoint,  we  always  buy  examples  of 
this  coin  when  we  can  find  a  nice  combination  of  high  grade 
and  reasonable  price.  They  never  go  out  of  style,  and  no  matter 
how  many  we  stock  they  sell  rapidly. 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 1,195 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RB,  with  nearly  full  origi¬ 
nal  mint  red.  Weak  V.D.B.  on  reverse;  discern¬ 
ible,  but  not  as  sharp  as  usually  seen.  An  item 

for  the  price-conscious  buyer . 995 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-63  RB  (PCGS) . 895 

1909-S  V.D.B.  EF-45  BN  (NGC) . 575 

1909-S  V.D.B.  EF-45  (PCGS) . 575 

1909-S  V.D.B.  VF-30 . 525 

1909  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 59 

1909  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 29 

191 1-D  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beauti¬ 
ful.  A  splendid  example  of  this  issue . 795 

191  1-D  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Superb  deep  strike. 
Distinctly  difficult  to  locate  in  this  gem  qual¬ 
ity! . . .  .525 

191 1-D  AU-55 . 65 

1913-D  MS-60 . 85 

1913- S  MS-60 . 115 

1914- D  MS-63  RB.  A  splendid  specimen  of  this 
highly  prized  rarity  in  the  Lincoln  series.  1,995 

The  1914-D  in  Mint  State  is  very  rare.  Whereas  the  lower- 
mintage  1909-S  V.D.B.  was  saved  as  a  novelty  from  the  first 
year  of  the  Lincoln  design,  the  1914-D  was  generally  ignored. 
By  the  time  that  collecting  Mint  State  Lincoln  cents  by  dates 
and  mintmarks  became  popular  (with  the  advent  of  Wavte 
Raymond’s  “National”  coin  albums  in  the  1930s),  it  was  real¬ 
ized  that  few  Uncirculated  1914-D  cents  existed. 


Ginger  Rap sus  Writes 

This  arrived  in  the  mail  the  other  day 
from  Ginger  Rapsus,  long-time  reader  of  our 
magazine: 

“I  have  really  enjoyed  the  last  few  issues 
of  Rare  Coin  Revieiv.  Perhaps  my  next 
collecting  endeavor  will  he  Matte  Proof 
Lincolns,  so  I  appreciated  the  information. 
Maybe  I’ll  try  Indian  cents  too,  after  read¬ 
ing  your  excellent  book.  I  bought  a  copy  at 
a  recent  coin  show,  and  1  loved  it. 

“Perhaps  someday  I  could  find  that 
missing  1913  Liberty  nickel,  then  1  could 
retire  (if  not  to  the  South  of  France — 
maybe  the  South  of  the  USA).” 
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1914-D  MS-63  BN  (PCC  IS).  Lustrous  brown  sur¬ 
faces . 1,850 

1914-D  MS-60.  Pale  reddish  orange  surfaces  re¬ 
sulting  from  an  old  cleaning.  Still  desirable  and, 
of  course,  satisfaction  is  guaranteed.  A  “lot  of 

coin  for  the  money.”  . 1,095 

1919-S  MS-63  RD  (PCGS) . 145 

1919-S  MS-63  RB  (PCGS) . 92 

1921  MS-65  RD . 160 

1921-S  MS-64  RB.  Scarce  in  Mint  State . 265 


1921-S  MS-64  RB  (NGC) . 265 

1921-S  MS-63  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Outstanding  for  the  grade . 265 

1921-S  MS-63  RB  (PCGS) . 179 

1921-S  MS-60 . 95 


1922  No  D.  EF-40,  strong  reverse  (PCGS). 
Quite  rare  at  this  grade  level . 1 ,695 

Although  we  enjoy  buying  and  selling  1922  No  D  cents, 
otherwise  known  as  1922  “Plain,”  cents,  we  have  never  quite 
figured  out  the  reason  for  the  popularity  of  this  coin.  How¬ 
ever,  the  issues  do  make  a  nice  story — an  exception  that  may 
prove  the  rule,  a  candidate  for  “Believe  It  Or  Not.”  In  gen¬ 
eral,  in  American  numismatics  a  poorly  struck  coin  is  worth 
less  than  a  sharply  struck  one.  Not  so  with  the  1922-D  cent, 
struck  from  worn,  clogged  dies,  so  that  the  D  mintmark  was 
filled  in.  Because  the  D  mintmark  was  not  struck  up  on  a 
coin  such  as  this,  the  1922  “Plain”  is  worth  many  multiples 
of  a  sharply  struck  1 92ft-D!  Suggestion  to  COINS  Magazine 
and/or  COINage  Magazine:  your  editor  enjoys  your  “popu¬ 
lar”  stories,  written  by  some  of  the  best  writers  in  the  hobby. 
Perhaps  someone  should  write  an  article  about  varieties  that 
are  worth  more  if  they  are  weakly  struck,  or  from  broken 


dies,  etc. 

1923-S  MS-63  BN  (NGC) . 295 

1923- S  AU-55  (PCGS) . 69 

1924- D  AU-50 . 155 

1925- D  MS-64  BN.  Full  reverse  strike . 189 


1925-S  MS-64  RD  (NGC).  Quite  difficult  to  lo¬ 
cate  at  this  Mint  State  level.  Another  “condi¬ 
tion  rarity” — a  piece  which  is  readily  available 
in  lower  grades,  but  not  at  the  MS-64  designa¬ 


tion .  1,275 

1926-D  MS-64  RD  (NGC) . 495 

1926-S  AU-50 . 49 


1927-D  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  75%  or  more  red,  a 


gem!  . 265 

1930- D  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 65 

1931- S  EF-45 . 47 

1931-S  EF-40 . 45 

1931-S  VF-30 . 42 

1931-S  VF-20.  39 


1936  Type  II.  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS).  First  of  the 
brilliant  or  “mirror”  style  Proof  Lincoln  cents.  In 
1936,  Proofs  were  made  available  to  collectors 
for  the  First  time  since  striking  such  pieces  was 
suspended  in  1916  (from  1909  through  1916, 
the  Proofs  were  of  the  sandblast  or  “matte”  Fin¬ 
ish,  not  of  the  mirror  style).  From  1936  through 
1 942  inclusive,  Proofs  could  be  ordered  as  sets 
from  the  Mint,  but  also  as  individual  coins.  For 
this  reason,  mintages  varied  among  the  denomi¬ 
nations.  When  Proofs  were  again  coined,  in 
1950,  they  were  available  only  in  set  form,  and 
mintages  then  became  consistent  throughout  the 
different  denominations . 1 ,695 


1939  Proof-66  RD  (NGC) . 199 

1939  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS).  From  an  old-time 


cache  of  gem  Proofs . 1 99 

1940  Proof-66  RD  (NGC) . 235 

1940  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS).  A  dazzling  gem!  As 
we  go  to  press,  only  eight  specimens  remain. 
Buy  one  for  only . 235 

Following  our  purchase  of  an  old-time  cache  of  gem  Proof 
Lincoln  cents  of  the  late  1930s  and  early  1940s,  we  have 
been  deluged  with  orders.  As  we  go  to  press  relatively  few 
remain.  If  you  have  been  seeking  a  really  fine  quality  Proof, 


now  is  your  chance. 

1940  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS) . 89 

1950  Proof-67  RD  (NGC).  First  Proof  date  in  the 
new  series  of  Proofs  after  World  War  II.  ...325 

1950  Proof-67  RD  (PCGS) . 325 

1972  Doubled  Die.  MS-63 . 199 

1972  Doubled  Die.  AU-58  (PCGS) . 145 


Two-Cent  Pieces 


Since  our  last  issue  we  have  augmented  our  inven¬ 
tory  of  two-cent  pieces,  with  the  result  that  we  now 
offer  almost  (but  not  quite)  a  complete  date  run, 
including  the  key  1864  Small  Motto  and  the  highly 
prized  1873.  Two-cent  pieces  are  traditionally  a  se¬ 
ries  to  which  little  attention  has  been  paid  to,  have 
come  into  their  own  during  the  past  several  years, 
what  with  a  couple  of  excellent  new  references  being 
available,  one  by  Frank  Leone  ( Longacres  Tivo-Cent 
Piece  Die  Varieties  and  Errors,  1991)  and  Kevin  Flynn 
( Getting  Your  Two  Cents  Worth,  1994).  The  series  is 
fairly  easy  to  collect,  although  there  are  two  or  three 
challenges,  namely  the  two  rarities  just  mentioned, 
plus,  in  a  lesser  way,  the  1872. 


1864  Small  Motto.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  Lustrous 

brown  fields.  Very  sharp  strike . 950 

1864  Small  Motto.  AU-53  (PCGS).  A  splendid 
example  for  the  discriminating  buyer  who  wants 
a  high-quality  piece  but  does  not  want  to  pay 


twice  this  price  for  a  Mint  State  coin . 450 

1864  Small  Motto.  EF-40.  Chocolate  brown.  A 
very  nice  example  at  this  grade  level . 295 

The  Small  Motto  two-cent  piece  of  1 864  is  at  least  50  to 


1 00  times  rarer  than  the  Large  Motto  variety,  although  the 
price  differential  is  nowhere  near  this  great 

1864  Large  Motto.  Doubled  Die  obverse.  Breen- 


2377.  AU-50 . 375 

1864  Large  Motto.  AU-50 . 69 


865  MS-65  RD  (NGC) . 975 

865  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 425 

865  AU-55  (PCGS)  . 75 

866  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 550 

868  MS-63  BN  (NGC) . 195 

869  MS-65  RB . 495 

870  MS-64  BN.  Elusive  so  nice . 315 

870  MS-63  RB.  Fairly  scarce  in  Mint  State.  265 

871  MS-65  BN.  Not  easy  to  find  in  gem  Mint 

State,  yet  priced  at  only . 450 

871  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  A  very  attractive  speci¬ 
men . 395 

872  VF-20.  Rare! . 295 

873  Closed  3.  Proof-65  BN  (NGC).  A  splendid 

gem  specimen  of  this  highly  prized  Proof-only 
date.  An  American  classic . 1 ,950 


The  mintage  of  this  variety  is  not  known,  but  is  popu¬ 
larly  estimated  at  600  pieces. 


Nil  kH  -If  Pin  os 

This  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  has  an  attrac¬ 
tive  offering  of  nickel  three-cent  pieces,  compri  sing 
the  popular  Proofs  and  rarities  from  1 877  onward, 
plus  a  scattering  of  other  issues — literally  some¬ 
thing  for  everyone. 


1865  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Im¬ 
portant  as  the  First  year  of  issue.  If  we  were  spe¬ 
cializing  in  nickel  three-cent  pieces,  we  would 
run,  not  walk,  to  snatch  this  piece  instantly. 
However,  the  concept  of  its  rarity  is  fairly 
subtle,  such  pieces  are  not  in  the  mainstream  of 
investment  activity,  and  few  recognize  their  rar¬ 
ity.  . 715 

1865  AU-50 . 37 

1870  AU-55 . 60 

1 871  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  very  attractive. 

Scarcer  than  the  market  price  indicates.  A  find 
for  the  specialist . 315 

1871  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous . 235 

1872  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  surfaces . 265 

Date  compact  and  in  small  numerals;  unlike  the  straight- 
date  1872  cent  logotype,  this  is  ever  so  slightly  curved. 

1872  AU-58  (NGC) . 75 


1873  Open  3  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  ton¬ 


ing . 395 

1873  MS-63  (NGC) . 185 

1874  Proof-65  (NGC) . 895 

1874  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 325 


1875  AU-55 . 99 

1876  MS-63  (PCGS) . 265 


Gem  1877  Three  Cents 


1877  Proof-65  (NGC).  The  key  date  in  the  nickel 
three-cent  piece  series.  This  splendid  coin  is  a 
“high  end”  Proof-65  and  will  satisfy  the  most 
discriminating  buyer.  Few  equivalent  quality 
pieces  exist  anywhere . 2,250 


Splendid  1877  Proof 


1877  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  I  lere  is  a  second 

splendid  example  of  this  classic . 2,250 

1878  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  splendid,  glit¬ 
tering  gem.  At  this  price  it  is  well  worth  consid¬ 
ering  this  classic  rare  date  for  your  type  set!~25 

1878  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  Sec¬ 
ond  only  to  the  1 877  in  terms  of  rarity  as  a  date. 
A  superb  gem  Proof,  one  of  the  finest  we  have 


ever  seen!  Quality,  this  is  it!  . -2S 

1881  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195 
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1883  Proof-63  (NGC).  Delicate  gold  toning.  325 

1883  AU-58 . 350 

1884  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Attractive  golden  sur¬ 
faces .  525 

1884  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 375 

1884  MS-62 . 650 

1884  VF-20 . 425 

1886  Proo!-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Certainly  among 

the  finest  known  examples  of  this  Proof-only 
date . 695 

1886  Proot-65  (ANACS).  Brilliant.  A  very  appeal¬ 
ing  specimen . 525 

Rare  Proof-only  date.  No  business  strikes  were  produced 
this  year. 

1887  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  toning. 

Rarest  Proof  nickel  three-cent  piece  of  the  decade, 
and  about  tivice  as  rare  as  the  1887/6 .  1,050 

Some  explanation  is  in  order  concerning  the  rarity.  Mint 
records  show  that  2,960  Proofs  were  struck  in  the  year  1 887. 
By  our  observation  we  would  estimate  that  approximately 
1,000  of  these  were  of  the  1887  “Perfect  Date”  as  offered 
here,  with  the  remaining  2000  being  of  the  1887/6.  As  a 
Proof  the  1887  is  even  rarer  than  the  famous  1877,  although 
the  literature  does  not  reflect  this. 

1887  AU-58  (NGC).  A  coin  which  has  had  very 
little,  if  any,  actual  wear;  quite  possibly  an  MS- 
63  coin  with  some  toning.  Seemingly  a  very 
“high  end  example . 495 

1887  VF-35.  A  notable  rarity  as  a  circulated  busi¬ 
ness  strike.  We  like  the  date  1887,  (as  you  can 
tell!),  and  we  buy  them  whenever  we  see  nice 


ones . 315 

1888  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Very  frosty.  . 475 

1889  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1889  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Last  year  of  this 

denomination . 325 


Not  So  Fast! 

The  folloiving  comments  are  from  George 
McNamara: 

“A  friend  showed  me  the  current  edi¬ 
tion  of  your  Rare  Coin  Review.  Reference 
is  made  to  Mr.  Gary  Dunaier’s  comments 
on  page  53  concerning  ‘ . . .  the  U.S.  govern¬ 
ment  has  commemorated  the  assassination 
of  Lincoln — by  means  of  a  special  pictorial 
cancellation.' 

“Good  grief.  Please,  Mr.  Dunaier,  look 
at  the  stamp!  The  envelope  in  question  was 
a  private  printing  issued  to  commemorate 
a  stamp  collecting  gathering  or  a  special 
local  event.  Over  the  years,  1  have  obtained 
many  for  the  purpose  of  autographing. 

“The  Postal  Service  has  never  com  memo¬ 
rated  the  Lincoln  assassination.  Things  com¬ 
memorated — as  you  know — would  be  done 
so  on  a  stamp.  A  first  day  cover  may  be 
generated  but  the  stamp  is  the  key. 

1  am  certain  that  ‘EUPEX’  stands  for 
Euclid  Postal  Exhibition,  site  of  the  event 
in  Euclid,  Ohio. 

“  f  ake  care.” 


1889  MS-64 . 495 

The  year  1889  saw  the  discontinuation  of  this  denomi¬ 
nation,  along  with  the  $3  gold  piece.  It  seems  that  only  a  few 
1889  nickel  three-cent  pieces  reached  circulation.  Most  in 
existence  today  were  probably  saved  by  collectors  and  deal¬ 
ers  who  realized  that  the  denomination  would  soon  be  obso¬ 
lete.  Regarding  circulating  nickel  three-cent  pieces,  they  dis¬ 
appeared  from  circulation  almost  overnight,  and  by  the  turn 
of  the  century,  1 1  or  12  years  later,  scarcely  a  coin  was  to  be 
seen  in  pocket  change. 

Silver  3^  Pieces 

Silver  three-cent  pieces  represent  a  worthwhile 
investigation  as  a  collecting  possibility.  Issues  were 
produced  continuously  from  1851  through  1873  at 
the  Philadelphia  Mint,  with  but  a  single  branch 
mint  issue,  the  1851-0  (New  Orleans)  variety. 
While  some  silver  three-cent  pieces  are  scarce  or 
rare — particularly  dates  after  1862 — none  are  par¬ 
ticularly  high  priced,  and  even  the  rarities  can  be 
purchased  for  less  than  $1,000  each,  some  for  less 
than  $500,  depending  upon  the  grade. 

This  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  offers  some 
interesting  pieces  for  your  consideration. 

1851-0  AU-55  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  Only 
New  Orleans  issue  of  the  denomination.  ..325 
1852  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  delicate  ton¬ 
ing . 249 

1852  AU-50.  Light  golden  surfaces . 1 19 

1856  AU-55.  Lightly  struck  as  usual.  Somewhat 
scarce  as  a  date,  significantly  more  so  than 
1854.  Unappreciated  in  the  marketplace.  .295 

1856.  EF-45 . 110 

1858  MS-63  (PCGS).  Delicate  golden  gray  toning. 
Although  most  1858  trimes  are  lightly  struck, 
the  present  piece  is  somewhat  of  an  exception 
and  is  much  sharper  than  normally  seen.  .745 
1858  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Highly  lustrous. 
Quite  scarce  at  this  grade  level  and,  in  our  opin¬ 


ion,  somewhat  underpriced  at . 325 

1858  VF-20 . 44 

1859  EF-40 . 65 

1860  AU-55 . 135 

1861  MS-65  (NGC).  Very  lustrous  and  frosty.  At¬ 
tractive  delicate  golden  toning . 995 

1862/1  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  Popu¬ 
lar  overdate  variety. . 1,195 


1862  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Incredibly  beautiful  ton¬ 
ing.  The  obverse  has  a  brilliant  center  sur¬ 
rounded  by  deep  blue,  fiery  orange,  and  light 
gold  toning.  The  reverse  is  lovely  with  deep 
rainbow  toning.  This  trime  will  delight  you  just 
as  much  as  it  did  us  when  we  first  laid  eyes  on 

it . 650 

1862  AU-55  (PCGS) . 135 

Gem  1863/2  Three  Cents 


1863/2  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Superb  lilac  and  ma¬ 
genta  toning  of  the  type  one  usually  sees  only 
when  old-time  collections  are  brought  to  mar¬ 


ket.  This  is  one  of  the  highest  quality  pieces  in 
existence  of  this  overdate . 3,950 

1863  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  rarity  in  this 
grade  level.  Graded  MS-63,  but  probably  if  you 
were  to  grade  it  MS-64  few  would  contest  it;  in 
other  words,  this  is  a  very  nice  MS-63 . 995 

1868  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  just  a  hint  of 
light  toning  on  the  obverse.  This  1868  is  par¬ 
ticularly  choice  and  beautiful.  If  you  could  find 
10  Proofs  at  the  Proof-65  level  and  put  them 
side  by  side,  this  would  be  at  the  top  of  the  list 
in  terms  of  quality  and  aesthetic  appeal.  1,695 

1868  MS-63  (NGC).  Gray  and  lilac  toning.  Very 

rare  date,  and  in  business  strike  form  far  rarer 
than  in  Proof  format . 1,795 

1869  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 675 

1869  Proof-63  (NGC).  Deep  blue  and  golden  ton¬ 
ing.  Rare! . 475 

1870  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned.  The  1870 
is  always  in  the  limelight  as  a  rare  date,  joining 
in  this  regard  the  other  silver  three-cent  pieces 


of  this  era . 495 

1871  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 725 


1871  AU-58  (PCGS).  Ever-popular  rare  date.  550 
1871  EF-45.  Warmly  toned  in  varied  blue,  gold, 
and  gray.  Only  4,360  trimes  were  coined  during 
the  year,  one  of  the  lowest  production  figures  in 


the  series . 459 

1871  EF-40.  A  rarity. . 435 


1871  VF-25  (PCGS).  Golden  toning.  Rare.  ..415 

Nickel  M  Pieces 

Shield  Nickels 

Really  nice  quality  Shield  nickels  are  hard  to 
find,  but  by  concentrating  on  our  search,  we  were 
able  to  acquire  a  number  of  prizes  to  list  in  this  is¬ 
sue.  The  1866  With  Rays  is  one  of  the  nicest  we 
have  ever  seen,  and  will  certainly  be  a  centerpiece 
in  any  collection.  The  1867  With  Rays,  MS-64,  is 
a  well-known  rarity,  and  one  which  is  somewhat 
overlooked  in  today’s  market,  in  our  opinion.  After 
that  will  be  found  many  other  interesting  pieces, 
including  a  rather  curious  (from  a  grade  viewpoint) 
specimen  of  the  1 877  rarity. 


Gem  Proof-65  1866  5<t 


1866  Rays.  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  splendid  gem 
example  having  sharp  frosty  devices  and  glit¬ 
tering  mirror  fields.  A  winner  from  any  angle! 
You  can  search  a  year  and  not  find  the  equal  of 
this  one!  High  numerical  grade  and  high  aes¬ 
thetic  appeal  combined.  You  II  really  like  hav¬ 
ing  this  in  your  collection!  Shield  nickels  with 
reverse  rays  were  coined  in  1866  and  186 
only  and  consequently  are  eagerly  sought  bv 
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type  collectors . 4,650 

Proof  1866  Shield  nickels  were  not  ready  at  the  Mint 
until  the  summer  of  the  year,  by  which  time  many  Proof  sets 
had  been  sold  without  this  denomination.  The  Mint  made 
an  offer  to  supply  single  Proof  1866  nickels  for  10  cents 
apiece,  but  many  earlier  purchasers  of  sets  did  not  respond. 


1867  Rays.  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  especially  nice 
example.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  One  can’t  have 

too  many  of  this  sort  of  coin  in  stock! . 869 

1867  Rays.  AU-58  (NGC) . 249 

1867  Rays.  AU-55  (NGC) . 240 

1867  Rays.  EF-45 . 169 

1867  Without  Rays.  VF-30 . 60 

1869  MS-63  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning.  Another 

new  purchase . 1  59 

1874  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Exceptionally  bold 

strike . 465 

1876  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  light  toning.  275 


1877  Proof-45  (PCGS).  A  Proof  coin  that  spent 
a  year  or  two  in  circulation.  (Did  a  kid  spend 
his  dad’s  Proof  set?).  An  opportunity  to  acquire 
an  inexpensive  (relatively  speaking)  example  of 
this  famous  rarity.  Another  of  our  new  pur¬ 
chases .  1,295 

1 88 1  MS-62  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  just  a 
whisper  of  light  golden  toning.  Remarkable  for 
its  low  business  strike  mintage,  one  of  the  low¬ 
est  of  the  five-cent  denomination . 625 

1881  EF-40.  Rarer  in  business  strike  form  than  as 

a  Proof! . 395 

1882  MS-65  (NGC).  Pale  champagne  iridescence. 

A  delightful  example.  The  devices  are  sharp  and 
the  fields  have  a  texture  intermediate  between 
satiny  and  prooflike . 625 

1883  Shield  Proof-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 219 

1883  Shield.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 575 

1883  Shield.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 575 

1883  Shield.  MS-63.  Attractive  light  iridescent 

toning . 215 

1883  Shield  AU-55 . 65 

Liberty  1 1  rail  Nickels 

In  our  last  issue  we  stated  that  our  stock  of  Lib¬ 
erty  Head  nickels  was  rather  low.  This  is  quite  in¬ 
teresting,  as  for  several  years  we  had  been  mention¬ 
ing  how  interesting  this  series  might  be  to  collect, 
but  few  people  paid  attention.  Now,  in  the  past  year 
or  so  Liberty  Head  nrckels  have  become  extremely 
popular.  (We  still  wonder  when  commemorative 
silver  coins  will  regain  their  popularity — right  now 
they  are  in  the  doldrums.) 

During  the  past  several  months  we  have  acquired 
a  number  of  very  nice  pieces,  not  as  many  as  we 
would  like,  but  still  enough  to  make  a  worthwhile 
presentation.  Enjoy  our  selection. 

1883  No  CENTS.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A 
very  interesting  coin  with  a  story,  certainly  one 
of  the  most  romantic  of  all  United  States  issues, 
and  with  a  market  price  in  beautiful  gem  grade 


of  only . 285 

1 883  CENTS.  MS-62 . 1 1 5 

1883  CENTS.  MS-60 . 90 

1883  CENTS.  EF-45 . 44 


1884  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty. . 825 


1884  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  indescribably 


beautiful  light  golden  toning . 825 

1884  AU-58 . 95 

1887  MS-65  (PCGS).  Attractive  gold  toning.650 

1887  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  beautiful . 275 

1888  MS-63  (NGC) . 185 

1889  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 525 

1890  MS-63  (PCGS) . 195 

1891  MS-63 . 135 

1891  AU-50 . 65 

1893  MS-65  (NGC).  Light  gold  surfaces . 695 

1893  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1893  MS-64  (NGC) . 245 

1893  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 245 

1893  EF-45 . 45 

1896  MS-63  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning.  Recog¬ 
nized  as  one  of  the  scarcer  dates  of  the  era.  245 

1898  MS-63  (NGC) . 139 

1899  MS-64.  Brilliant . 165 

1900  AU-50  (PCI) . 39 

1904  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Another  of  the 

many  new  nickel  five-cent  pieces  we’ve  added 
to  our  inventory. . 435 

1905  MS-64  (PCGS) . 185 

1907  MS-64.  Brilliant . 195 

1911  MS-64  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 139 

1911  MS-63.  Nicely  toned . 89 

1912  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beautiful. 

Great  eye  appeal!  . 565 

1912  AU-58 . 49 

1912  AU-55 . 40 


1912-D  MS-63.  Light  gray  and  iridescent  toning. 
Quite  inexpensive  on  todays  market,  in  our 

opinion . 335 

1912-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of 
attractive  golden  toning.  A  splendid  specimen  of 
this  low-mintage  issue,  recognized  as  a  key  Lib¬ 
erty  nickel  from  virtually  the  year  it  was 
minted.  However,  not  many  people  collected 
them  back  then,  and  relatively  few  were  saved. 
The  great  interest  in  collecting  Liberty  nickels 
by  date  and  mintmark  did  not  arise  until  the 
flourishing  of  Wayte  Raymond’s  album  business 
in  the  1930s.  Today,  the  1912-S  in  any  grade  is 

in  strong  demand . 1,300 

All  authentic  1912-S  nickels  are  struck  from  a  bulged 
obverse  die,  an  easy  way  to  tell  if  they  are  genuine. 


liiilTiiln  Nit  kids 

Buffalo  nickels  continue  to  be  high  on  the  popu¬ 
larity  list,  and  deservedly  so.  These  pieces  are 
among  the  most  interesting  of  all  coin  designs  of 
the  past  century,  and  are  certainly  about  as  “Ameri¬ 
can”  as  one  can  get — with  a  Native  American  on 
the  obverse  and  a  buffalo  (actually  a  bison,  zoologi¬ 
cally  speaking)  on  the  reverse.  Designed  by  noted 
sculptor  James  Earle  Fraser,  the  Buffalo  nickel  has 
an  almost  sculptured  appearance,  with  virtually 
nothing  in  the  way  of  a  flat  “field  as  seen  on  ear¬ 
lier  nickel  five-cent  pieces.  Instead,  the  obverse  and 
reverse  surfaces  are  comprised  of  designs,  lettering, 
and  a  somewhat  irregular  background. 

When  we  purchase  Buffalo  nickels,  a  great  deal  of 
effort  is  involved.  It  is  popular  in  the  current  mar¬ 


ket  for  PCGS,  NGC,  and  ANACS  to  simpiv  assign 
a  number  such  as  MS-63,  MS-64,  or  whatever,  to 
a  coin — that’s  it.  This  number  says  nothing  about 
whether  a  coin  is  sharply  or  weakly  struck,  whether 
it  has  planchet  defects,  or  whether  it  is  lustrous  and 
attractive,  or  stained,  spotted,  and  ugly.  We  sup¬ 
pose  that  if  one  could  simply  rely  upon  numbers, 
there  would  not  be  much  need  for  professional 
numismatists.  The  truth  is  diametrically  opposite: 
Professional  numismatists  are  in  greater  need  than 
ever  before,  to  sort  out  the  wheat  from  the  chaff. 

For  some  Buffalo  nickels,  particularly  Denver 
and  San  Francisco  issues  of  the  teens  and  1920s,  we 
may  have  to  look  at  a  couple  dozen  coins  in  order 
to  select  just  owe  that  fits  our  requirements  for  cor¬ 
rect  numerical  grade,  for  decent  strike,  and  for  a 
generous  quotient  of  eye  appeal. 

If  quality  is  on  your  mind,  and  you  are  assem¬ 
bling  a  choice  set  of  Buffalo  nickels,  you  have  come 
to  the  right  place.  Our  stock  is  quite  possibly  the 
finest  in  existence  anywhere,  and  consists  of  many 
worthwhile  pieces.  We  know  you  will  be  delighted 
with  each  and  every  coin  you  order. 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  1.  MS-66  (PCGS) . 195 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  I.  Rotated  Reverse.  MS-62.  39 
191 3-D  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light 

golden  toning.  Very  attractive . 450 

1913-D  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 195 

1913-D  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-65  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant .  195 

1913-S  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-65  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant . 630 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 285 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lightly 
toned . 89 


Superb  1913-S  Type  II  Nickel 


1913-S  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Very 
sharply  struck  with  attractive  golden  surfaces. 
This  is  an  important  “condition  rarity"  among 
Buffalo  nickels . 3,650 

Of  the  basic  dates  and  mintmarks,  the  1913-S  Type  II  wars 
ago  was  considered  to  be  one  ol  the  top  two  or  three  ''key'  is¬ 
sues,  but, today,  although  it  remains  as  rare  as  ever,  it  is  some¬ 
what  overlooked.  Publicity  does  change  as  generations  of  collec¬ 
tors  come  and  go  and  different  things  are  emphasized.  When¬ 
ever  we  see  a  nice  1913-S  Type  II  we  buy  it,  but  despite  being 
rather  aggressive  in  this  regard,  we  usually  have  no  specimens  at 
all  in  stock  or,  at  most,  a  handful  in  different  high  grades. 

1913-S  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  An 


orher  lovely  Buffalo.  Sure  to  please . 975 

1913-S  Type  11.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  a 
whisper  of  light  toning . 595 

1913- S  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-63  (PCGS)  Brilliant 

with  delicate  toning.  A  beauty!  . 595 

1914  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 350 

1914- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  verv  Ins 

trous . 4(>5 
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1915  MS-65  (NGC) . 265 

1915  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  lightly  toned 
surfaces . 265 

1915  MS-64  (PGGS).  Brilliant . 115 

1915-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  gold  toning.  Asplen- 

did  specimen  of  an  issue  which  is  fairly  difficult 
to  find  once  you  go  looking  for  them . 525 

1915- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  Very 

elusive  in  this  high  grade  and  in  the  quality  of 
the  example  here  offered.  A  splendid  item  for 
the  connoisseur . 1,150 

1916  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 95 

1916- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Pleasing  gold  toning.  Nice 

strike!  Another  of  our  new  purchases . 550 

1917  MS-64.  Brilliant . 185 

1917  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 185 

1917  MS-63.  Brilliant . 115 

1917- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 935 

1917-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  A 

splendid  specimen  of  an  issue  which  can  be 

called  rare  at  this  grade  level . 935 

1917-D  MS-63.  Lightly  toned.  Another  splendid 
Buffalo  nickel,  one  the  discriminating  buyer 

will  appreciate . 719 

1917-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous  light  gold  ton¬ 
ing . 719 

1917-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Where  else  in  numismat¬ 
ics  can  you  select  from  three  different  examples 
of  this  Buffalo  nickel  in  the  same  grade?  Attrac¬ 
tive  light  golden  toning . 719 

1918  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 499 

1918  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  Avery 

nice  strike.  Another  item  from  our  recent  and 

quite  intense  buying  efforts . 499 

1918  MS-62  (PCGS).  Golden  toning . 215 


1918-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Delicately  toned.  A  su¬ 
perb  strike ,  and  worthy  of  close  attention  and 
interest  for  this  fact,  in  addition  to  its  quality  as 
an  MS-64.  If  you  could  find  10  specimens  of 
the  1 9 1 8-D  Buffalo  nickel  in  MS-64  grade  and 
line  them  up  in  a  row,  we  expect  this  would  be 
at  the  head  of  the  group,  quality-wise!  A  find 

for  the  connoisseur  and  specialist . 2,295 

1918-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Medium  gold  and  irides¬ 
cent  toning.  One  of  the  most  aesthetically  pleas¬ 
ing  examples  we  have  ever  seen  of  the  1918-D. 
Interesting  obverse  die  break . 1,250 

On  the  obverse  is  a  prominent  die  break,  a  very  unusual 
feature  that  lends  value  and  interest  (but  we  are  not  charging 
any  premium  for  this);  a  piece  that  will  attract  wide  atten¬ 
tion  among  Buffalo  nickel  specialists. 

1918-D  MS-62.  Light  golden  toning . 695 

1918-D  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  nice  combina¬ 
tion  of  high  grade  and  low  price.  Scarce  in  Mint 

State . 495 

1919  MS-65  (NGC).  An  attractively  toned 

gem . 420 

1919  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 165 


Gorgeous  1919-D  Nickel 


1919-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  attractive 
light  golden  toning.  This  gorgeous  1919-D  is 
one  of  the  nicest  examples  we  have  had  in  recent 
years.  An  opportunity  for  the  connoisseur  to 
acquire  a  truly  outstanding  piece,  a  Buffalo 
nickel  that  will  be  displayed  with  pleasure  for 
many  years  to  come . 2,450 


Gem  1919-S  Nickel 


1919-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of 
toning.  A  splendid  coin  of  gem  quality;  one  of 
the  nicest  we  have  ever  seen  or  handled,  a  coin 
that  outranks  some  we’ve  seen  graded  as  MS-65! 
If  quality  is  your  forte,  you’ll  really  enjoy  having 
this  as  a  centerpiece  in  your  collection.  ...  4,895 


Notable  Mint  State  1920-S  Nickel 


1920-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Wonderful  lustre  with  ton¬ 
ing  in  blue  and  gold.  Very  attractive.  A  superb 
strike  for  a  1920-S.  Quality  such  as  this  is  very 
difficult  to  find.  A  true  prize  from  among  our 
recent  acquisitions,  this  1920-S  will  delight  the 
connoisseur  and  advanced  numismatist.  Cer¬ 
tainly,  this  variety  in  this  grade  is  one  of  the  key 
issues  to  completing  a  Buffalo  nickel  set.  4, 1 50 


1920-S  VF-20  (ANACS) . 69 

1921  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 325 


Superb  MS-65  1921-S  5<t 


1921-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  delightful  example  and 
certainly  one  of  the  finest  we’ve  had  the  opportunity 
to  offer  in  recent  times.  The  surfaces  are  satiny  and 
most  design  features  are  bold.  Delicately  toned  in 
pastel  golden  brown  and  gray,  with  hints  of  pale 
blue  at  the  obverse  rim.  The  1921-S  is  an  important 
condition  rarity  at  the  MS-65  level . 4,750 


Gem  1921-S  Nickel 


1921-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper 
of  delicate  toning.  A  coin  that  has  it  all:  high 
grade,  nice  strike,  and,  equally  important,  su¬ 
perb  aesthetic  appeal.  A  true  “wonder  ioin”  for 


the  Buffalo  nickel  specialist . 3,465 

1923  MS-64  (NGC) . 150 

1923-S  MS-63  (ANACS).  Brilliant  with  a  nuance 

of  toning.  Highly  lustrous . 695 

1923-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.695 
1923-S  AU-58  (NGC) . 365 

1924  MS-64  (NGC) . 185 


Memorable  1924-S  Nickel 


1924-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  surfaces  with 
light  toning,  a  far  above  average  strike,  and  su¬ 
perb  eye  appeal.  A  tremendous  “find  tor  the 
specialist  and  connoisseur.  This  MS-64  piece, 
very  nicely  struck,  is  worth  more  in  our  opin¬ 
ion  (although  we  are  not  charging  more),  than 
an  MS-65  or  MS-66  piece  of  average  strike 
would  be  worth.  Quality  comes  to  the  fore¬ 
front  with  this  coin,  and  if  you  want  a  gem, 
this  is  it! .  5,650 


1924-S  Rarity 


1924-S  MS-63.  Full  strike.  Gold  and  iridescent 
toning.  One  of  the  rearest  of  all  Buffalo  nick¬ 
els  at  this  grade  level,  especially  with  a  full 
strike .  3,450 


Quality 


It  never  goes  out  of  style.  Ifyou  are  at  all 
particular,  you’ll  like  the  QUALI1  Y  that 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  offers.  Make 
us  your  headquarters  for  your  every  numis¬ 
matic  need.  You’ll  like  our  friendly  service, 
too.  We  really  enjoy  coins  and  what  we  do 
here,  and  we  ll  do  our  best  to  share  our 
enthusiasm  with  you. 
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NICKEL  EIVE-CENT  PIECES 


Outstanding  1924-S  Nickel 


1924-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous 
with  delicate  toning.A  great  find  for  the  spe¬ 
cialist  who  wants  a  high-grade  piece  at  a  rela¬ 
tively  low  (considering  the  variety)  price.  Prob¬ 
ably  worth  more  than  the  price  we  ask,  which 
is  only . 3,150 

1924- S  EF-40  (ANACS) . 1,295 

1925- S  MS-63  (NGC).  Far  above  average  strike. 

Remarkable  for  its  quality,  and  in  this  condi¬ 
tion,  rare. . 1,850 

1925-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  and  very 
beautiful.  Delicate  iridescent  toning.  An  out¬ 
standing  specimen,  an  especially  nice  strike,  of 
one  of  the  key  issues  (in  this  grade)  in  the  Buf¬ 
falo  series.  Another  splendid  coin,  another  find 


for  the  specialist . 1,850 

1926  MS-65.  Brilliant . 135 

1926  MS-65  (PCGS,).  Brilliant . 135 

1926  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 75 


Superb  Mint  State  1926-S  Rarity 


1926-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  great  find!  A  splendid 
coin  with  light  rose  and  golden  toning,  a  won¬ 
derful  example  of  this  key  date  and  mint- 
mark — a  variety  which  is  traditionally  one  of 
the  very  last  to  be  acquired  in  a  specialized  col¬ 
lection  This  piece  is  certainly  one  of  the  finest 
Buffalo  nickels  of  any  date  or  mintmark  to 
come  on  the  market  in  recent  times.  How 
lucky  we  are  to  have  it  in  stock,  and  how  lucky 


you  are  to  have  the  chance  to  purchase  it.  Cer¬ 
tainly,  this  will  be  the  centerpiece  of  a  Fine  col¬ 
lection .  10,525 

1927  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 185 

1927  MS-65  (PCGS).  We  purchased  three  of 

these,  all  lovely,  lustrous  pieces.  Buy  one  for 
only . 185 

1927- D  MS-64  (NGC).  Beautiful  light  iridescent 

toning . 575.00 

1928  MS-64  (ANACS) . no 

1928- D  MS-64  (PCGS) . 115 

Beautiful  Gem  1928-S  5<f 


1928-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  blue  and 
iridescent  toning  over  sharply  struck,  lustrous 
surfaces.  A  very  difficult  issue  to  find  at  this 
grade  level,  although  the  issue  is  relatively  avail¬ 
able  in  lower  grades.  A  great  find  for  the  con¬ 
noisseur  and  specialist . 4,950 

1928-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  at  the  centers 
with  wisps  of  blue  and  gold  at  the  borders.  The 
fields  have  a  texture  intermediate  between  sat¬ 
iny  and  prooflike,  an  unusual  feature  for  the 


era.  A  splendid  coin!  . 1,450 

1929-D  MS-63  (PCGS) . 110 

1929-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 370 

1929-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 370 

1929- S  MS-64  (PCGS) . 125 

1930  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1930- S  MS-65  (NGC).  A  brilliant,  frosty  gem. 

Quite  scarce  so  fine . 435 

1930-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 145 

1930- S  AU-50 . 29 

1931- S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 165 

1931-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 165 

1931-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  gold  surfaces.  165 

1931-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 96 

1934  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 320 


1934  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1934-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Another  of  our 

many  new  purchases . 1 ,450 

1934-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 240 

1934-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 240 

1934- D  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 79 

1935  MS-63 . 29 

1935- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 390 

1935- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 155 

1936  Type  I.  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  I  Ins  is 

one  of  the  earliest  Proofs  made  in  1936,  and  has 
fields  that  are  somewhat  between  an  earlier 
Matte  Proof  finish  and  the  later  brilliant  or 
mirror  style . 1 ,050 

1936  MS-66  (PCGS) . 110 

1936  MS-65.  Brilliant . 65 

1936- S/S  Repunched  mintmark.  Fivaz-Stanton-5<£- 

020.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  gold  toning.  The 
mintmark  shows  conspicuous  doubling . 295 

1936-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1936-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1937  Proof-64.  A  lovely  gem  having  sharp  satiny 

devices  and  glittering  mirror  fields.  Golden 
gray  iridescence . 795 

1937  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant . 279 

1937  MS-65  (PCGS) . 32 

1937  MS-63.  Brilliant . 19 

Mint  State  1937-D  3-Legged 


1937-D  3-Legged.  MS-63  (NGC).  Light  golden 
toning  over  lustrous  surfaces.  One  of  the  nicest 
we  have  ever  seen  or  handled  of  this  curious  die 
anomaly,  sure  to  be  a  showpiece  in  any  collec¬ 


tion . 3,450 

1937-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty.  . 189 

1937-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35 

1937- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 23 

1938- D  Buffalo.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 29 

1938-D  Buffalo.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1938-D  Buffalo.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 22 

1938-D/S  MS-62 . 45 


■liTTnson  IV'irkiTs 

1939-D  MS-64.  Brilliant.  We  purchased  a  quan¬ 
tity  of  these  and  they  have  been  selling  fast.  As 
this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  goes  to  press, 
we  can  still  offer  singles  for  $45  each,  or  a 
group  of  10  for  $4.30,  but  this  may  be  the  last 
time  we  can  do  so.  If  you’d  like  one  (or  10)  or¬ 


der  as  soon  as  possible . 45 

1939-S  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Somewhat  scarce  in  the 

context  of  Jefferson  nickels . 22 

1939-S  MS-63.  Group  of  20  pieces,  the  lot ....  310 

1942  Type  I.  Proof-66  (PCGS) . 59 

1942  Type  I.  Proof- (A  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  ( I 

1949-D/S  Overmintmark.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 429 
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New  England  Numismatic  Association 


Ifyou  are  a  coin  collector  and  live  in  New 
England,  or  are  interested  in  New  England 
numismatics,  you  may  wish  to  join  the  New 
England  Numismatic  Association.  Write  to 
PO  Box  586,  Needham,  MA  02192-0006 
for  information. 

Meanwhile,  in  the  latest  issue  of  the  NENA 
News  we  came  across  this  interesting  item: 

“Did  You  Know... that  the  official  cur¬ 
rency  of  sovereign  government  was  once 
used  to  wrap  bars  of  soap?  During  the  early 
1920s  the  Austrian  and  German  govern¬ 
ments  issued  vast  quantities  of  paper  money 


in  a  vain  attempt  to  keep  their  struggling 
economies  afloat.  By  1922  both  govern¬ 
ments  had  issued  so  much  currency  that  it 
was  not  even  worth  the  paper  it  was  printed 
upon.  One  Swiss  soap  manufacturer  noted 
the  Austrian  notes  were  just  the  right  size  to 
house  his  product.  He  purchased  several 
bails  of  the  worthless  script,  had  his  label 
printed  on  the  blank  side  of  the  notes  and 
used  it  to  wrap  his  bars  of  soap.  Oddly  the 
sales  of  the  soap  increased  because  some 
people  hoped  that  the  currency  would  some¬ 
day  regain  its  value.” 


Rare  Com  Review  No.  119 


Bowers  and  Merena  Offers 


perti 


The  outstanding  marketing  expertise  of  Bowers  and  Merena 
was  undoubtedly  the  principal  factor  in  the  highly  successful 
results  of  this  sale!  — Mrs.  Arthur  Branan ,  Jr. 

Let  our  success  be  your  success! 


Dr.  Richard  A.  Bagg 
Director  of  Auctions 


Whether  your  col¬ 
lection  is  worth  sever¬ 
al  million  dollars  or 

several  thousand  dol¬ 
lars,  leading  collectors 
and  dealers  come  to 
Auctions  by  Bowers  and 
Merena,  Inc.  for  the 
most  profitable  results! 

We  have  every 
reason  to  believe  that 
you  will  be  pleased  with  the  outstand¬ 
ing  results  we  can  achieve  for  you.  From 
the  moment  we  receive  your  coins  we  take 
care  of  everything,  including  insurance,  secu¬ 
rity,  advertising,  worldwide  promotion,  au¬ 
thoritative  cataloguing,  award-winning  pho¬ 
tography,  and  everything  else.  All  you  have  to 
do  is  decide  what  to  do  with  your  generous 
settlement  check. 

Right  now,  Dr.  Richard  A.  Bagg  (our 
Director  of  Auctions)  and  Dave  Bowers 
are  putting  together  our  1998  auction 
season.  Please  call  us  toll-free  at  1-800-458- 
4646  and  we  will  tell  you  how  you  can 
include  your  coins  in  one  of  our  remark¬ 
able  events.  It  may  be  the  most  financially 
rewarding  decision  you  have  ever  made! 

Let  our  success  be  your  success!  Consign 
your  coins  to  our  upcoming  auction  season 
featuring  sales  in  New  York,  Los  Angeles, 
Baltimore,  and  many  more  major  metropoli¬ 
tan  areas.  And,  like  Mrs.  Branan  and  over 
I  5,000 otherconsignors,  wearesureyou’ll  be 
pleased  with  the  results! 


July  29th,  1997 


Dr.  Rick  Bagg 
Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc, 

Box  1224 

Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 
Dear  Rick, 

Your  telephone  call  this  morning  was  welcomed  news  regarding  the 
results  of  the  July  28, 1997  auction  of  my  consignment  of  two  1907  gold 
eagles.  The  bid  price  was  almost  twice  the  value  I  expected,  given  the 
auction  climate  of  these  coins  in  recent  years.  If  my  memory  of  sale 
history  is  correct,  this  was  a  higher  price  than  these  types  of  coins 
brought  in  the  "gold  rush"  of  the  early  1980s! 

Stating  that  these  coins  had  been  in  the  family  since  their  acquisition 
in  1907  enhanced  the  description.  The  two-page  presentation  in  the 
catalogue  along  with  the  color  photos  on  the  cover  were  major 
contributions  to  the  sale  of  these  two  pieces.  However,  the  outstanding 
marketing  expertise  of  Bowers  and  Merena  was  undoubtedly  the 
principal  factor  in  the  highly  successful  results  of  this  sale! 

All  of  the  people  at  Bowers  and  Merena  with  whom  I  dealt  were  very 
cordial  and  informative.  I  can  enthusiastically  recommend  Bowers  and 
Merena  to  anyone  wishing  to  sell  coins  at  auction. 

Sincerely, 


Mrs.  Arthur  Branan,  Jr. 


Dear 

Rick: 


I  want  to  get  top  market  price  for  my  coins!  Please  send  me 
information  on  including  my  coins  in  one  of  your  upcoming  sales. 


NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY 

STATE  ZIP 

DAYTIME  PHONE 

BRIEF  DESCRIPTION  OF  HOLDINGS 


UNITED  STATES  SILVER 

Coins  for  Sale 


Half  Dimes 

Our  offering  of  half  dimes  is  excellent  in  this  issue, 
and  contains  many  pieces  that  will  appeal  to  the  type 
collector  as  well  as  the  variety  specialist.  In  particu¬ 
lar,  quality  Liberty  Seated  coins  are  in  abundance. 

Among  the  Liberty  Seated  pieces  you  will  find  a 
rather  remarkable  offering  of  the  first  year — 1837 
Without  Stars,  a  truly  notable  presentation  of  mul¬ 
tiple  pieces  of  the  1854-0,  the  fascinating  1858  In¬ 
verted  Date,  and  low-mintage  issues  of  the  1860s. 

Read  the  listing  carefully,  and  telephone  to  re¬ 
serve  the  pieces  that  are  most  appealing,  with  the 
assurance  that  your  qomplete  satisfaction  is  guaran¬ 
teed  once  you  have  the  chance  to  see  and  inspect 
your  purchases. 

Choice  1800  Half  Dime 


1800  Valentine-1.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Attractively 
toned  in  deep  russet  and  light  blue.  A  high- 
grade  and  artistically  satisfying  example  of  the 
first  year  of  the  Draped  Bust  obverse  in  combi¬ 
nation  with  the  Heraldic  Eagle  reverse.  Really 


choice!  You’ll  like  this  one . 3,695 

1830  V-6.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  The  devices  are  frosty 

and  the  fields  exhibit  considerable  proof  like 
character . 575 

1831  V-l.  Rarity-2.  AU-5 8 . 235 

1833  V-l.  AU-55.  Brilliant . 210 

1834  V-l.  EF-40 . 119 


1835  V-5.  Small  Date,  Large  5C.  MS-64  (NGC). 
The  central  areas  are  brilliant  changing  to  gold 
at  the  borders.  The  fields  show  considerable 
prooflike  character.  A  splendid  half  dime,  and 
one  that  will  compare  favorably  with  some  cer¬ 
tified  as  MS-65!  Quality,  this  is  it!  . 1,385 

1835  V-6.  Small  Date,  Large  5C.  MS-64 

(PCGS).  Sharp  and  lustrous.  A  beauty.  Another 
piece  that  could  take  MS-65  honors.  Just  pur¬ 
chased!  . 1,395 

1835  V-7.  AU-5 8  (NGC) . 265 

1835  V-9.  MS-61  (ANACS).  Much  lustre;  a  coin 

with  the  eye  appeal  of  a  significantly  higher 
grade.  Another  new  purchase . 390 

1836  V-2.  Small  5C.  MS-62.  Attractive  rainbow 

toning  around  the  periphery. . 395 

1 836  AU-50 . 1 95 


The  cover  of  our  last  Rare  Coin  Review  (see 
inset)  featured  “the  friendly  people  of  Bowers 
and  Merena,”  per  the  caption.  The  picture  was 
snapped  on  the  bandstand  in  Cate  Park  next  to 
our  offices,  with  the  sparkling  water  of  Lake 
Winnipesaukee  in  the  background.  Well,  at 
any  given  time  some  of  our  fine  people  (and 
we’re  pleased  as  can  be  with  our  staff)  are 
traveling,  on  vacation,  or  otherwise  away. 

In  the  interest  of  completion,  here  are  some 
more  staff  members  who  were  not  in  the  origi¬ 
nal  photograph.  Left  to  right  Natalie  Smith  (of 
our  Financial  Department),  Debbie  Blinn 
McDonald  (our  telephone  receptionist),  Mark 
Borckardt  (our  senior  numismatist,  who  was 
out  chasing  down  a  collection  when  the  first 
picture  was  taken),  and  Cynthia  LaCarbonara 
(who  coordinates  our  on-site  auction  team). 
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unituii  status  sha  wm  oinn 


I.MhtIv  Scali'il  Hall  Himes 

183"’  Liberty  Seated.  No  Stars,  Flat-Top  1.  MS- 

64  (PCGS).  A  remarkable  situation!  We  have 
purchased  three — count  them,  three! — ex¬ 
amples  of  the  1837  half  dime  without  stars, 
with  flat-top  1  in  date.  Each  piece  is  attractive, 
very  lustrous,  and  with  beautiful  mint  frost.  If 
you  have  been  searching  tor  a  high-quality  ex¬ 
ample  for  your  type  set,  buy  one  of  these.  We 
also  note  that  Walter  Breen  in  his  Encyclopedia 
notes  that  the  Flat-Top  1  variety  is  much  rarer 
in  choice  condition  than  the  Peak-Top  1  type, 
which  may  be  the  case  (although  our  own  expe¬ 
rience  differs).  In  any  event,  we  are  charging  no 
extra  premium  for  any  additional  rarity  that  the 
variety  might  have.  Here,  indeed,  is  a  marvelous 
opportunity. . 1,595 

This  design  was  adapted  from  Christian  Gobrecht  s  beau¬ 
tiful  silver  dollar  of  1836  and  is  certainly  one  of  the  finest 
motifs  in  the  half  dime  series.  Liberty  Seated  half  dimes  (and 
dimes,  too)  without  obverse  stars  were  struck  at  the  Phila¬ 
delphia  Mint  in  1837  and  at  New  Orleans  in  1838  (1838- 
O)  and  not  otherwise.  The  absence  of  stars  gives  them  a 
cameo-like  aspect. 

1838  No  Drapery,  Large  Stars.  MS-64  (NGC).  A 

brilliant,  frosty  gem . 695 

1842  AU-50.  Lovely  iridescent  toning.  From  an 
old-time  collection,  no  doubt;  from  our  recent 

buying  efforts . 1 1 5 

1842  VF-30 . 29 

1844  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  mostly 
prooflike.  An  extremely  choice  specimen,  nicer 
than  some  we  have  seen  graded  MS-65.  You’ll 
really  appreciate  this  if  it  becomes  part  of  your 
collection . 695 

Notable  1844-0  Half  Dime 


1844-0  V-l.  Medium  O.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Nicely 
toned  in  light  gold  with  a  hint  of  sea  blue.  Rare 
this  nice.  A  prize  for  the  Liberty  Seated  special¬ 
ist . 2,695 

1845  MS-64  (NGC).  Very  deep  strike  with  excep¬ 
tional  detail.  Lustrous  and  frosty  with  delicate 

toning . 695 

1848  EF-45.  Brilliant . 59 

Incredible  Gem  1849/8/6 


1 849/8/6  MS-65  (NGC).  A  superb  specimen,  bril¬ 
liant  and  lustrous.  One  of  the  more  interesting 
overdates  of  the  series,  a  nice  addition  to  even 


the  finest  cabinet . 3,250 

1849/8  FF-40.  Brilliant . 99 


1851-6)  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  gold  toning  over 


silver  surfaces.  Quite  elusive  at  this  grade 


level .  795 

1852-0  VF-20 . 115 


1853  No  Arrows.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Very 
rare  in  all  grades,  especially  so  in  Mint  State. 
Although  the  Guide  Book  suggests  that  135,000 
were  struck,  it  is  likely  the  case  that  the  vast 
majority  of  these  were  retained  at  the  Mint  and 
melted,  for  at  the  time  the  bullion  or  melt-down 
value  of  such  pieces  was  higher  than  their  face 
value,  and  it  would  have  been  an  exercise  in 
futility  to  have  released  them.  This  untenable 
situation  was  rectified  by  the  Act  of  February 
21,  1853,  which  reduced  the  authorized 
weight.  Later  issues  produced  under  this  legis¬ 
lation  had  arrows  at  the  date,  were  ol  lighter 


weight,  and  circulated  freely.  . 750 

1853  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with 
light  yellow  peripheral  toning.  A  popular  and 
eagerly  sought  three-year  design  type . 795 


Arrows  were  added  to  the  date  to  signify  the  reduced 
weight  authorized  by  the  Act  of  February  21 ,  1853.  Although 
the  weight  stayed  at  the  reduced  level,  arrows  were  used  only 
through  1855,  then  discontinued. 

1853  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Delicate  golden 
gray  iridescence  complements  the  frosty  devices 


and  satiny  fields . 795 

1853  Arrows.  AU-58 . 139 

1853  Arrows.  AU-50 . 1 10 

1853  Arrows.  VF-30 . 65 

1854  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous . 719 

1854  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 719 


Gem  1854-0  Half  Dime 


1854-0  Arrows.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A 
splendid  specimen,  one  of  the  nicest  we  have 
ever  seen  or  handled.  A  great  find  for  the  con¬ 
noisseur.  One  of  the  prize  issues  in  our  half 

dime  inventory. . 3,950 

1854-0  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Medium  blue 
and  iridescent  toning.  A  splendid  coin  of  a  qual¬ 
ity  seldom  seen  except  when  old-time  collec¬ 
tions  are  brought  on  the  market . 1,795 


Julian  Leidman  Writes 

“I  continue  to  enjoy  your  Rare  Coin 
Review  and  other  publications.  I  would 
like  to  offer  a  correction  to  RCR#  1 1 7,  page 
18,  fourth  paragraph,  where  you  are  talk¬ 
ing  about  the  $20  pattern,  the  diameter  of 
an  eagle.  There  was  no  specimen  in  the 
Wilkison  collection.  There  are  two  in  the 
Smithsonian,  and  one  reported  to  be  dis¬ 
played  in  New  York  City  in  1908.  Hope  to 
see  you  soon.” 


1854-0  Arrows.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and 
especially  frosty.  Delicate  golden  toning  around 
the  rims.  The  New  Orleans  version  is  consider¬ 
ably  rarer  in  this  grade  than  is  the  Philadelphia 


Mint  1854  half  dime . 1 ,095 

1857  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty  with  a 

hint  of  golden  toning.  A  superb  piece . 595 

1857-0  VF-30 . 45 


1858  Inverted  Date.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant 
and  frosty  with  some  light  golden  toning.  One 
of  our  favorites  among  our  recent  purchases. 
This  is  one  of  the  most  glaring  diealtting  er¬ 
rors  of  the  19th  century.  The  date  was  first  cut 
upside  down  and  then  corrected!  A  “fun”  coin 
you’ll  enjoy  having  in  your  collection.  The  die 
blunder  is  sharply  visible  under  low  magnifica¬ 
tion .  1,750 

1858  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  650 
1858  Clashed  dies.  EF-45 . 55 

1858  VF-30 . 25 

1859  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  surfaces  with  deli¬ 

cate  toning.  Important  sub-type  with  hollow 
star  points  and  slightly  differently  configured 
Miss  Liberty.  . 1,650 

This  design  variation  is  laid  at  the  doorstep  of  Mint  En¬ 
graver  Anthony  C.  Paquet.  Elsewhere  in  numismatics,  Paquet 
is  remembered  not  only  for  many  pattern  coins,  but  for  the 
distinctive  reverse  employed  on  certain  varieties  of  1861  $20 
gold  pieces.  Interestingly,  the  New  Orleans  1 859-0  half  dime 
is  of  the  standard  type — not  the  Paquet  variation. 

1859-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  This  issue  is 
relatively  available  in  lower  grades,  but  is  fairly 
elusive  in  Mint  State,  particularly  in  the  high 
preservation  offered  here . 1,050 

1859-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Especially  lustrous  and 
brilliant.  A  splendid  specimen,  not  often  seen — 
and  yet,  in  the  present  Rare  Coin  Review  we  of¬ 
fer  two  examples!  . 1,050 

1862  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Just 
about  as  nice  as  it  was  the  day  it  was  struck! 
This  is  the  last  year  for  which  Philadelphia 
Mint  half  dimes  generally  circulated.  Later  is¬ 
sues  were  mainly  held  at  the  Treasury  and  not 
released,  or  were  melted . 350 

1863- S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  This  1863-S 

combines  high  grade,  great  eye  appeal,  and  a 
generous  measure  of  rarity.  A  true  find  for  the 
connoisseur  and  specialist . 1,575 

1864- S  MS-60.  Light  golden  toning.  About  as 

nice  as  this  issue  is  generally  found.  Branch 
mint  half  dimes  were  not  recognized  for  their 
numismatic  desirability  until  two  or  three  de¬ 
cades  later,  by  which  time  most  had  acquired 
wear .  695 

So  far  as  we  are  able  to  determine,  as  late  as  the  1880s 
there  was  only  one  dealer  specializing  in  San  Francisco  Mint 
silver  coins.  In  high  grades,  nearly  all  issues  of  the  1 850s  and 
1 860s  are  rare. 

1 864-S  AU-55  (NGC).  Pearl  gray  toning  on  frosty 
surfaces .  . 450 

1865  Proof-65  (NGC).  A  splendid  gem  with  light 
lilac  toning.  The  1 865  is  one  of  the  most  desir¬ 
able  dates  of  the  half  dime  scries.  Not  only  is  the 
Proof  mintage  low  (just  500  pieces),  but  busi¬ 


ness  strikes  are  rare  as  well . 1,750 

1865-S  VF-20 . 59 
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1866  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilli  ant  at  the  centers  giv¬ 
ing  way  to  gorgeous  iridescent  toning  on  the 
rims.  A  superb  and  numismatically  memorable 
specimen  of  one  of  the  lowest  mintage  coins  in 
the  half  dime  series.  The  connoisseur  will  like 
this  one . 1 ,450 

Far  rarer  than  an  equivalent  Proof,  as  Proofs  were  sold  at 
a  premium  by  the  Mint  and  were  saved  by  numismatists, 
while  business  strikes  were  generally  ignored. 

1866  EF-45.  Rare  and  desirable  in  all  grades.  625 
1867-S  MS-63.  1  in  date  repunched  at  base.  Frosty, 
lustrous  surfaces  with  light  golden  toning.  A 
popular  branch  mint  issue,  quite  scarce  in  Mint 
State . 850 

Walter  Breens  comment,  “usually  in  low  grades,  very 
rare  choice,"  is  worth  quoting  here  (cf.  Encyclopedia,  p.  297). 

Half  dimes  were  discontinued  in  1873.  It  was  felt  that 
when  specie  payments  were  resumed  (which,  as  it  turned  out, 
began  in  a  significant  way  on  April  20,  1876),  the  half  dime 
would  compete  with  the  nickel  five-cent  piece,  and  people 
would  prefer  the  silver  half  dimes. 


1869  EF-45 . 49 

1872  EF-40 . 38 


Dimes 

Our  offering  of  dimes  in  this  issue  of  the  Rare 
Coin  Review  include^  a  number  of  interesting  and 
worthwhile  early  issues,  particularly  among  the 
Capped  Bust  dates.  Eiberty  Seated  issues  are  like¬ 
wise  illustrious,  followed  by  Barber,  Mercury,  and 
a  few  Roosevelt  dimes. 

Draped  liusl  limits 

Important  1797  Dime  Rarity 


1797  John  Reich-3.  EF-40  (NGC).  Delicately 


A  Letter  from  R.M.D. 

“I  am  sending  this  note  to  tell  you  how 
pleased  I  am  with American  Coin  Treasures 
and  Hoards!  In  fact  it  only  took  me  1 2  days 
to  read  it  cover  to  cover — a  record  for  me 
for  such  a  substantial  book. 

“I  live  in  Malden,  Ma.,  just  two  blocks 
from  Hawthorne  Street,  noted  in  Chapter 
2 1  page  40 1 .  I  often  walk  my  dog  on  that 
street — now  with  new  interest  as  1  look  at 
each  old  Victorian  home  and  wonder  what 
might  be  buried  in  the  backyard  or  in  the 
cement. 

“I  will  also  find  out  about  ‘Deacon 
Faulkner  Estate,’  also  mentioned  on  page 
401. 

“Thank  you  for  such  a  great  book! 


mottled  golden  and  iridescent  toning  over  light 
silver  surfaces.  Scarce  to  begin  with,  but  in  spe¬ 
cial  demand  as  a  member  of  the  elusive  design 
combination  with  Draped  Bust  obverse  and 
Small  Eagle  reverse . 5,950 

Choice  AU  1805  Dime 


1805  JR-2.  4  Berries.  AU-55  (NGC).  Nicely 
toned  in  blue  and  gold.  A  really  choice  example 
of  an  issue  which  is  seldom  seen  at  this  grade 
level . 2,995 

('aimed  liusl  Dimes 

Brilliant  Mint  State  1814  Dime 


1814  JR-4.  Large  Date.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant 
and  lustrous.  A  major  rarity  at  this  level.  The 
specialist  as  well  as  the  collector  of  coins  by 
design  types  will  recognize  this  as  a  highly  im¬ 
portant  find.  Quality  of  this  calibre  is  seldom 


seen . 3,650 

1820JR-1.  VF-25 . 175 

1820  JR-8.  EF-40  (ANACS) . 340 


Gem  1821  Dime 


1821  JR-6.  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  and  lilac 
toning  over  highly  lustrous  surfaces.  An  excep¬ 
tionally  nice  specimen  of  this  early  issue.  A 

splendid  coin!  . 4,295 

1821  JR-7.  Large  Date.  AU-50  or  finer.  Inter¬ 
mingled  gold,  gray,  and  blue  iridescence 
complements  both  surfaces.  This  is  the  surface 
one  expects  to  find  on  a  piece  from  an  old-time 
private  or  museum  collection.  A  find  for  the 

connoisseur . 750 

1821  JR-8.  EF-40 . 375 

1823/2  JR-3.  AU-50  (PCGS).  You’ll  like  its  appear¬ 
ance  and  overall  quality.  . 675 

1824/2  JR-1.  AU-58  (NGC).  A  lovely  early  dime 

with  much  mint  lustre . 1,395 

1831  JR-5.  MS-63.  Rim  break  on  reverse.  Sharply 
struck.  Pleasing  light  toning.  A  nice  candidate 

for  a  type  set . 995 

1834  JR-5.  MS-63  (NGC).  Mostly  brilliant  with 


rosy  gold  peripheral  toning.  About  equal  in 
quality  to  the  finest  example  of  the  variety 
known  to  the  authors  of  the  John  Reich  dime 
book.  You  could  search  for  years  and  not  find 
its  equal.  Ideal  for  the  variety  specialist  as  well 
as  the  “type”  collector . 1 ,465 


1 835  JR-1 .  MS-64  (PCGS).  Attractive  satiny  sur¬ 
faces.  A  splendid  specimen  that  will  satisfy  the 
connoisseur.  If  you  have  been  seeking  a  quality 
half  dime  of  the  Capped  Bust  type,  consider 


this  gem . 2,295 

1 835  JR-5.  EF-40  (ANACS) . 189 

1835  JR-8.  AU-55.  Sharp  and  lustrous . 395 


1835  JR-9.  Rarity-2.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant 
and  frosty.  An  outstanding  example,  probably  in 
the  Condition  Census  for  the  die  variety.  A 


prize  for  the  alert  specialist . 2,295 

1 836  JR-1.  VF-30 . 90 


Gem  1837  Capped  Bust  Dime 


1837  JR-4.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  splendid  gem  ex¬ 
ample,  one  of  the  very  finest  in  existence — far 
ahead  of  the  finest  known  (MS-60)  to  the  au¬ 
thors  of  the  Early  U.S.  Dimes,  1 796-1 837 refer¬ 
ence  book!  . 2,695 

l.ilierlv  Sealed  Dimes 

Liberty  Seated  dimes  in  this  issue  include  a  num¬ 
ber  of  scarce  varieties  as  well  as  popular  “types.”  No 
matter  what  your  requirements,  doubtless  there  are 
some  pieces  that  would  look  just  right  in  your  col¬ 
lection. 


Beautiful  1837  Dime 


1837  l  iberty  Seated.  No  Stars.  MS-64  (NGO 
Flat-top  1  in  date.  Light  amber  toning.  Lus¬ 
trous  and  beautiful.  A  coin  you  will  enjov  con¬ 
templating  as  part  of  your  cabinet.  Qualm  such 
as  this  is  elusive . 3.5l)S 
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1838-0  No  Stars.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Satiny  sur¬ 
faces .  1,230 

1838-0  No  Stars.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Fairly  elusive  in 
all  grades,  especially  above  the  VF  level.  An¬ 
other  new  purchase . 725 

Remarkable  Mint  State  1842-0  Dime 


1842-0  MS-61  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning  en¬ 
hances  both  surfaces.  The  1 842-0  is  an  impor¬ 
tant  rarity  in  Uncirculated  grade.  An  exquisite 
strike,  a  splendid  impression.  We  doubt  that  as 
many  as  1 5  different  examples  grading  MS-60 
or  better  could  be  accounted  for.  A  prize  coin 
by  any  standard . 3,450 

1845-0  VF-20  (NGC).  Famous  scarce  mintmark 
variety. . 195 

1847  VF-30 . 75 

1848  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Ideal  for  a  type  set 

as  well  as  a  specialized  collection . 625 

The  Eliasberg  1850-0  Dime 


1850-0  MS-60.  Mostly  brilliant  with  some 
splashes  of  light  brown.  Small  O  mintmark. 

Rare  so  fine . 2,395 

From  Lyman  H.  Lows  sale  of  the  Muma,  et  al. 
Collections,  July  1903,  to  John  M.  Clapp,  to  Louis 
E.  Eliasberg,  Sr. 

1853  No  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  with 
just  a  whisper  of  light  toning.  A  classic  rarity  in 
the  Liberty  Seated  dime  series.  Only  a  few  exist 
at  all,  and  very  few  are  known  at  this  high  grade 
level.  Most  of  this  issue  were  melted  early  in 
1853 . 1,650 

For  a  window  on  the  monetary  situation  of  1 853,  we 
recommend  Neil  Carothers’  1930  book,  Fractional  Money, 
available  in  reprint  form  from  booksellers. 

Pleasing  Gem  1853  Dime 


1853  Arrows.  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  especially 
pleasing  specimen,  a  brilliant,  lustrous  gem  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  first  year  with  arrows  at  the  date. 
A  candidate  for  inclusion  in  a  high-quality  type 

set . 2,695 

I  853  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Pale  champagne  iri¬ 
descence  at  the  centers  changes  to  rich  golden 
brown  peripherally.  Wisps  of  navy  blue  can  be 
seen  at  the  extreme  rims.  A  popular  three-year 


design  type . 775 

1853  Arrows.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Ever  popular  for  inclusion  in  type  sets . 475 

1853  Arrows.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  An  espe¬ 
cially  nice  example . 475 

1853  Arrows.  EF-45 . 55 

1854-0  Arrows.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Medium  gray 

and  light  golden  toning . 895 

1857-0  AU-58  (ANACS).  Brilliant  with  delicate 
peripheral  toning.  A  coin  with  much  eye  ap¬ 
peal . 325 

1859  MS-64  (PCGS).  Another  splendid  Liberty 
Seated  dime.  Cataloguing  our  inventory  of 
these  is  a  very  thrilling  experience,  and  when 
you  see  a  piece  such  as  this  1859,  you’ll  appre¬ 


ciate  exactly  what  we  mean! . 1,095 

1859-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  light 
golden  peripheral  toning . 595 

1859- 0  VF-25 . 45 

1860  Proof-64.  Attractive  amber  toning . 525 

1860- 0  F-12.  Light  gray  toning.  An  attractive  ex¬ 

ample  of  one  of  the  most  famous  rarities  in  the 
Liberty  Seated  dime  series . 850 

1863-S  AU-50.  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 575 


Rare  in  high  grades.  Most  of  these  coins  went  to  the 
Orient  and  were  melted. 

1869-S  MS-60  (PCGS).  Scarce  so  line . 450 

1870  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Deep  rainbow  peripheral 

toning . 575 

1870  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  beautiful.  A 

find  for  the  connoisseur . 795 

1870  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 495 

1872  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  frosty  centers 
with  rainbow  peripheral  toning . 1 ,650 

1872  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 450 

1873  No  Arrows.  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden 

and  deep  blue  peripheral  toning.  Absolutely 
magnificent . 1,395 

1873  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Frosty  with  just  a 

hint  of  pale  gold.  Eagerly  sought  because  of  its 
status  as  a  two-year  design  type.  Not  easy  to 
find  in  such  gem  preservation.  A  splendid  coin 
the  connoisseur  will  appreciate . 1,950 

1874  Arrows.  AU-58 . 375 

1875  AU-58  (PCGS) . 95 

1875- S  Mintmark  Below  Bow.  MS-64  (PCGS). 

Brilliant . 450 

1876- CC  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 550 

1877- CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  superb  example. 

Quite  important  due  to  its  status  as  a  Carson 
City  type  coin . 1,495 

1878  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Rainbow  toning  at  the 
rims.  Once  you  see  this,  you’ll  wish  all  of  the 

coins  in  your  collection  were  this  nice! . 565 

1880  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Rare  date.  Far  rarer 

in  business  strike  form  than  in  Proof. . 795 

1882  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Gunmetal-blue  toning 
with  a  whisper  of  light  lilac . 350 

1882  MS-62 . 195 

1883  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Toned  in  blue  and  or¬ 
ange .  350 

1883  AU-58 . 79 

1884-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Attractive  rainbow  toning. 
A  splendid  specimen  of  this  scarce  mintmark 
variety.  An  important  opportunity. . 1,350 


1884-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Scarce  in  all  high 
grades .  875 

1888  AU-55 . 69 

1889  MS-64.  Brilliant . 350 

1890  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  A  nice 

coin  for  what  seems  to  be  a  rather  inexpensive 
price . 165 

1890-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  somewhat 
proof  like . 695 

1890-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  The  obverse  is 
somewhat  prooflike . 695 

1890-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  delicate  pe¬ 
ripheral  toning . 549 

1890- S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 195 

1891- 0  VF-30 . 16 

1 891-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Last  of  the  Lib¬ 
erty  Seated  dimes . 595 


llarlier  Dimes 

In  this  issue  we  offer  a  number  of  interesting  Bar¬ 
ber  dimes,  ranging  from  quality  circulated  issues  to 
a  number  of  memorable  Mint  State  rarities.  If  these 
attractive  coins  are  on  your  collecting  specialty  list, 
you’ve  come  to  the  right  place. 

1892  MS-63.  Brilliant.  First  year  of  the  Barber 


type . 185 

1892-0  EF-45 . 65 

1892-0  EF-40 . 52 


1 892-  S  MS-61  (ANACS).  Attractive  light  ton¬ 
ing . 425 

1893  MS-63.  Brilliant  with  light  gold  toning.  225 

1893- S  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning  over 

frosty  surfaces.  Exquisitely  struck,  so  sharp  that 
it  could  win  an  award  if  such  were  offered. 
Somewhat  scarce  at  this  grade  level  and  very 
scarce  at  this  quality  level.  A  very  attractive,  lus¬ 
trous  specimen . 1,595 

1894- 0  MS-60.  Light  golden  peripheral  toning. 
Very  scarce  in  all  high  grades,  quite  rare  in 
Mint  State.  A  find  for  the  specialist  and  con¬ 


noisseur .  1,195 

1895-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  somewhat 

prooflike  surfaces . 1,050 

1895-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 525 


Gem  1896-S  Rarity 


1896-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant,  sharp,  and  lus¬ 
trous  with  delicate  toning.  Of  the  finest  speci¬ 
mens  we  have  ever  seen  or  handled  of  this  key 
Barber  dime  issue.  You’ll  really  enjoy  the  qual¬ 


ity  of  this  one! . 3,400 

1896-S  EF-45  (NGC) . 495 

1898  AU-50 . 59 

1898- 0  F-12 . 79 

1899  MS-64.  Brilliant . 239 

1899- 0  VF-30 . 105 

1899-0  Repunched  mintmark.  F-15 . 1 10 
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1900- 0  VF-20 . 129 

1901  MS-60.  Satiny  surfaces  with  a  whisper  of 

peripheral  toning . 99 

1901  AU-50 . 49 

190 1- 0  VF-20 . 22 

1 90 1  -S  F- 1 2.  Traditionally  one  of  the  key  issues  in 

the  Barber  dime  series . 295 

1902  AU-50 . 49 

1902  EF-45 . 25 

1902- S  AU-50.  Brilliant . 165 

1903  EF-40 . 22 

1903- 0  MS-60.  Lustrous . 265 

1903-0  EF-45 . 39 

1903-S  F-12 . 350 


Gem  1904-S  Dime  Rarity 


1904-S  MS-64,  prooflike. (NGC).  Intermingled 
gold  and  violet  iridescence  complements  both 
surfaces.  The  1904-S  is  scarce  in  all  grades,  and 
is  a  condition  rafity  at  the  MS-64  level.  It  would 
probably  require  a  long  and  arduous  search  to 
find  another  example  this  nicely  preserved.  A 


highly  important  Barber  dime . 2,695 

1905-S  MS-60,  prooflike . 265 

1905- S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 225 

1906  MS-60.  Lightly  toned . 99 

1906  Recut  6  in  Date  (Breen-3548).  AU-58. .  135 

1906- D  AU-50.  First  year  of  operation  of  the  Den¬ 
ver  Mint . 79 

1906-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 550 

1906-0  EF-40 . 85 


1906-S  MS-63.  An  attractive  specimen  from  the 


“Earthquake  Year.”  . 525 

1906- S  EF-40 . 39 

1907  AU-50 . 49 

1907- S  MS-60 . 365 

1907-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  219 
1907-S  EF-40 . 47 


1908  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  attractive 
light  golden  toning  at  the  rims.  A  beautiful  bril¬ 
liant  coin  with  delicate  golden  and  iridescent 
toning  around  the  rims.  A  coin  that  aestheti¬ 
cally  is  every  bit  as  nice  as  the  typical  Proof-65 


coin  you  11  see!  Another  new  purchase . 695 

1908  AU-55 . 59 

1908-D  Breen-3567.  Doubled  Date.  MS-63.  195 

1908-D  AU-50 . 65 

1908-S  AU-55 . 175 

1908- S  AU-50 . 139 

1909- S  AU-50.  Brilliant . 315 

1909- S  EF-40 . 195 

1910- S  VF-25 . 79 

1911  MS-63  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning.  ...125 

1911  MS-60.  Brilliant . 99 

1911  AU-55 . 55 

1 91 2-D  AU-50 . 59 

1912- D  EF-40 . 24 

1913  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  glittering  gem.  A 

cherry-pick  from  our  recent  buying  trip.  Qual¬ 
ity,  this  is  it! . 695 

1913  MS-60 . 99 

1913- S  EF-40.  Low-mintage  key  date.  Always  in 

demand . 225 

1914  MS-60 . 99 

1914- D  AU-50 . 59 

1915  AU-50 . 49 

1916  Barber.  EF-45 . 28 

1916-S  Barber.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 875 


1916-S  Barber.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  es¬ 
pecially  sharply  struck.  Probably  could  just  as 


easily  be  called  MS-64.  Another  new  pur¬ 
chase .  135 

Mmun  IMiikvs 

Our  offering  of  Mercury  dimes  in  this  issue  in¬ 
cludes  interesting  early  dates  as  well  as  many  inex¬ 
pensive  later  issues  from  the  1930s  through  the 
1940s.  If  you  count  the  dates  and  mintmarks  Irom 
1931  through  1945  and  check  their  market  values, 
you  can  realize  that  quite  a  collection  can  be  ob¬ 
tained  for  very  modest  cost.  And,  what  better  way 
to  begin  than  right  here! 

All  the  pieces  we  offer  are  of  hand-picked  quality. 
We  know  you  will  be  pleased! 

1916  Mercury.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 165 

1916  Mercury.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 95 

1916  Mercury.  MS-64  FB  (NGC).  The  obverse  is 

brilliant  and  the  reverse  is  deeply  toned . 52 

1916  Mercury.  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  .52 

1916  Mercury.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1916  Mercury.  MS-63  FB  (NGC).  The  obverse  is 

deeply  toned  and  the  reverse  is  brilliant . 46 

1916  Mercury.  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Light  ton¬ 
ing . 46 

1916  Mercury.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 39 

1916  Mercury.  MS-63.  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1916-S  Mercury.  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Mostly  bril¬ 
liant  with  just  a  whisper  of  light  gold  toning.535 

1916-S  Mercury.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  ..  189 

1916- S  Mercury.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 55 

1917  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 375 

1917  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 155 

1917- D  MS-64  (ANACS).  Delicate  golden  ton¬ 
ing .  475 

1917-D  MS-63  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frost}'.  770 

1917-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 395 

1917-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1917-D  AU-55.  Brilliant . S') 

191 7-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Not  expensive, 
but  surely  beautiful! . 265 

191 7- S  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 215 

1918- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 385 

1918-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  gold  toning.  .385 

1918-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 235 

1918-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Delicate  gold  toning.  Diffi¬ 
cult  to  find  in  such  beautiful  preservation.  ..  425 

1918- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Attractive  blue  and  gold 

toning . 425 

1919- D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beautiful. 

Deeply  frosty.  A  splendid  specimen  of  a  qualitv 
seldom  encountered . 725 

1919-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Golden  peripheral  toning 
on  obverse  with  deep  blue  and  gold  toning  on 
reverse . 435 

191 9- S.  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 395 

1920- D  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Pale  champagne  iri¬ 

descence  on  satiny  surfaces.  Nice  eve  appeal  for 
the  grade . 595 

1920-D  MS-63.  Pale  rose  toning . 350 

1920-S  MS-63  FB.  Brilliant.  A  splendid  specimen 
of  an  issue  which  is  quite  elusive  at  this  grade 
level.  A  lustrous,  sparkling  piece  which  the  dis 
criminating  buyer  will  trulv  appreciate . 995 


The  manufacture  of  worthless  metallic  currency.  A  descent  of  Secret  Service 
officers  upon  a  den  of  coin  counterfeiters.  (Frank  Leslie's  Illustrated  Newspaper, 
February  8,  1  879) 
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1942  Proof-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 195 


1920-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 325 

1923  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 245 

1923- S  MS-62  FB.  Brilliant . 385 

1924- S  MS-64  (NGC).  Delicate  toning  at  the 

rims.  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  Very  difficult  to 
locate  in  such  a  combination  of  high  grade  and 
quality.  . 665 

1924-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  splendid 
specimen,  a  very  attractive  piece  that  is  sure  to 
satisfy.  . 550 

1924-S  AU-50 . 89 

Superb  Gem  1925-D  Dime 


1925-D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Light  rose  toning.  A 
superb  gem  specimen  equaled  in  quality  by  few 
others  in  existence  anywhere.  If  you  are  a  con¬ 
noisseur  of  the  Mercury  dime  series  and  want  a 

show-stopper,  this  is  for  you! . 5,395 

1925-D  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty. 
As  nice  as  some  we  have  seen  at  the  MS-65  level. 
Quality  and  a  bargain,  in  our  opinion.  ...  1,595 
1926  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 75 

Memorable  1926-D  Dime 


1926-D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous.  Sharply  struck.  Seldom  seen  in  this  com¬ 
bination  of  high  technical  grade,  sharp  strike, 
and  pleasing  visual  appeal . 2,695 

1926-D  MS-64  FB  (NGC).  Lustrous  and  beauti¬ 
ful  with  just  a  whisper  of  toning . 495 

This  listing  of  quality  Mercury  climes  is  one  of  the  finest 
you'll  find  anywhere. 

1926-D  MS-64  (Hallmark).  Attractive  light  ton¬ 
ing . 295 

1926-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty. . 295 

1926-D  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 375 

1926- S  AU-50  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 435 

1927- D  MS-63  FB.  Brilliant . 695 

1927- D  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Light  amber  ton¬ 
ing . 695 

1928.  MS-65  FB.  Brilliant . 275 

1928- D  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  little 

beauty! . 595 

1928-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 475 

1928- S  MS-63  FB  Brilliant . 395 

1929  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 265 

1929- D  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1929-S  MS -65  FB.  Brilliant . 435 

1930  MS-64  FB  (NGC).  Light  golden  peripheral 

toning . 99 

1931-D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  A  superb  gem  speci¬ 
men,  brilliant  and  lustrous — about  the  nicest 
you’ll  ever  see  of  this  low-mintage  issue.  ..695 


1931-S  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Low-mintage  issue.  235 

1934  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 250 

1935  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1935  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1935-D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 465 

1936  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Rarest  date  of 

the  Proof  Mercury  dimes;  first  year  that  Proofs 
were  made . 995 

Collecting  possibility:  A  complete  set  of  Proof  Mercury 
dimes — one  each  of  the  Proof  dates  minted — consists  of  the 
1936  (of  which  the  presently  offered  gem  is  a  deluxe  example). 


1937,  1938,  1939,  1940,  1941,  and  1942. 

1936- S  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1937  Proof-64  (NGC).  Mintage  of  5,756  pieces, 

second  lowest  Proof  production  figure  in  the 

Mercury  series . 375 

1937  MS-65  FB.  Brilliant . 35 

1937  MS-64  FB.  Brilliant . 25 

1937- D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  SPECIAL: 

We  recently  bought  a  small  group  and  they  are 
selling  fast!  Order  now  to  get  one . 179 

1938.  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 210 

1938  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  satiny 

surfaces . 149 

1938- D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 125 

1938-D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 65 

1938-S  MS-66  FB.  Brilliant . 265 

1938-S  MS-66  FB  (PCGS) . 265 

1938- S  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1939  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 315 

1939- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1939- S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 39 

1940  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1940- S  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 210 

1940- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1940- S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 24 

1941  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 149 

194 1- S  MS-66  FB.  Brilliant . 59 

1941-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

194 1-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 25 

1942/1  VF-25  (PCGS) . 395 

1942/1-D  VF-25  (NGC) . 375 


1942  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1942  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 19 

1942-D  Roll  of  50  pieces.  MS-64  to  65 . 595 

1942-S  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Just  a  whisper  of  ton¬ 
ing . 310 

1942-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1942-S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS) . 115 

1942- S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 29 

1943  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1943- D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 58 

1943-D  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant. ...; . 19 

1943-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1943- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 19 

1944  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195 

1944  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1944  MS-65.  Brilliant . 16 

1944  MS-60.  Brilliant . 7 

1944- D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 64 

1944-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 42 

1944-D  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 19 

1944-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 12 

1944-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 10 

1944-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1944-S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1944-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 14 

1944- S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 8 

1945  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1945  MS-65.  Brilliant . 18 

1945  MS-64.  Brilliant . 19 

1945- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1945-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 16 

1945-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 12 

1945-S  MS-66  FB  (ANACS).  Light  lilac  toning.  285 
1945-S  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Deep  gold  toning.  285 
1945-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 27 


Ifoosevelt  Dimes 

1950-S/D  FS-014.5.  MS-64  (ANACS).  Recently 
discovered  overmintmark  issue  which  is  becom¬ 
ing  more  popular  among  collectors . 375 


Watch  Your 
Collection  Grow  to 
New  Heights! 

Coin  collecting  has  been  called  the  world’s  greatest  hobby.  And, 
the  greatest  way  to  enjoy  the  greatest  of  all  hobbies  is  by  becoming 
a  regular  client  of  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries.  We  will  do  our 
best  to  make  every  transaction  you  have  with  us  enjoyable.  II 
there  is  something  special  we  can  do,  just  ask. 

And,  as  always,  we  believe  knowledge  is  the  key  to 
success.  Be  sure  not  to  miss  the  book  section  in  this 
issue.  You’ll  find  it  on  page  71. 
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Barber  Coinage: 


the  Exposition  didn’t  open  until  a  year  later, 
in  1893,  perhaps  setting  a  precedent  for  late 
things.  (For  example,  the  1919  Alabama 
Centennial  was  not  numismatically  cel¬ 
ebrated  via  a  commemorative  half  dollar  un¬ 
til  1921 — two  years  late). 


Practicality  Over  Aesthetics 

by  Russell  Easterbrooks 


In  1892 

Today,  Barber  dimes,  quarters,  and  hall  dollars,  minted 
from  1892  through  1916,  are  avidly  collected  by  numisma¬ 
tists.  Choice  specimens  are  eagerly  sought  and,  when  found, 
are  highly  appreciated. 

It  was  not  always  so. 

Created  by  Mint  Engraver  Charles  Barber  and  released 
into  circulation  in  1892,  the  Liberty  Head  motif  received 


little  public  interest.  Within  the  numismatic  com¬ 
munity  comments  were  generally  unfavorable. 

(Of  course,  this  had  much  precedent;  numisma¬ 
tists  did  not  like  Shield  nickels  when  they  were 
released  in  1866,  Morgan  dollars  in  1878,  etc.) 

In  1892,  the  same  year  Barber’s  new  coin  de¬ 
signs  were  released  into  circulation,  the 
Columbian  Exposition  was  supposed  to  have  been  held  in 
Chicago.  Much  of  the  public  interest  was  centered  around 
the  forthcoming  Exposition,  which  no  doubt  contributed  to 
the  lack  of  interest  in  regular  issue  coins.  Barber  had  designed 
the  Isabella  quarter,  and  the  Columbian  half  dollar  obverse, 
with  Assistant  Engraver  George  T.  Morgan  designing  the  re¬ 
verse,  to  commemorate  this  gala  event.  1  hese,  our  country  s 
first  commemorative  coins,  were  distributed  at  the  Exposi¬ 
tion,  creating  much  interest  and  hoarding.  It  is  curious  that 


Barber  and  His  Designs 

As  a  craftsman  Barber  took  pride  in  de¬ 
signing  coins  that  were  durable  and  easily 
made.  His  several  years  of  experience  as  an 
assistant  engraver  at  the  Mint  under  his  fa¬ 
ther,  William,  further  enhanced  his  abilities 
to  take  on  the  chief  engraver’s  office  after  his 
father’s  death.  Barber’s  technical  expertise  for 
a  practical  coin  design  took  precedence  over 
aesthetics.  His  maximum  use  of  low  relief  al¬ 
lowed  details  to  be  easily  struck,  and  able  to  survive  the  wear  of 
circulation.  Many  critics  state  Barber’s  Liberty  Head  design  was 
merely  a  reversed  profile  of  the  Morgan  dollar.  Others  felt  the 
emblematic  Liberty  could  hardly  be  called  a  beauty,  with  a 
massive  neck,  like  that  of  a  warrior.  Yet,  many  respected  artists 
displayed  works  at  the  Columbian  Exposition  that  were  ironi¬ 
cally  consistent  with  Barber’s  new  coinage  designs. 

It  is  a  little-known  fact  that  Barber  was  given  current  French 
coins  to  study,  as  an  inspiration  for  creating  new  American  silver 
coin  motifs  (years  later  in  1916,  another  artist,  Adolph  Weinman, 
would  draw  upon  French  art  for  his  Liberty  Walking  half  dollar 
motif).  Patterns  were  made  in  1891,  but  only  to  the  extent  of  a 
few  pieces.  The  only  specimens  known  to  exist  today  are  in  the 
National  Coin  Collection  in  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

The  previous  trend  of  keeping  the  obverse  of  the  dime,  quar¬ 
ter,  and  half  dollar  the  same — employed  for  decades  in  the  Lib¬ 
erty  Seated  series — remained  intact. 

Elements  of  Liberty 

Barber’s  design,  which  depicts  Miss  Liberty  facing  right 
wearing  a  liberty  cap  covered  with  a  laurel  wreath,  clearly  was 
designed  with  the  symbols  of  liberty  and  independence  in  mind. 
Use  of  the  liberty  cap  dates  back  to  antiquity  and  can  be  seen 
on  many  coins  of  various  countries.  In  America 
it  was  a  common  symbol  on  the  reverse  of  the 
1785-1788  Connecticut  copper  cents,  the  early 
19th-century  coins  of  Mexico,  and  elsewhere. 
During  and  after  the  Revolutionary  War,  many 
towns  and  cities  in  the  United  States  had  a  liberty 
pole,  often  surmounted  by  a  cap,  which  served  as 
a  rallying  point  for  patriotic  activities.  Later,  it 
was  used  on  the  Libertas  Americana  medal  (by 
Augustin  Dupre,  1782)  and  on  various  federal 
series  beginning  with  the  1 793  Liberty  Cap  cent 
and  half  cent. 

Barber’s  use  of  a  wreath  of  laurel  leaves  and  berries  is  another 
significant  part  of  his  design.  No  other  regular  mint  issue  coin  de¬ 
picts  Miss  Liberty  wearing  a  wreath  of  laurel.  The  ancient  Greeks 
had  used  wreaths  of  laurel  leaves  and  berries  to  crown  the  heads 
of  victorious  heroes,  as  a  sign  of  honor.  In  later  years  these  “laurel 
crowns”  were  seen  as  a  symbol  of  honor  among  poets  and  artists, 
as  reflected,  for  example,  in  the  term  poet  laureate.  Laurel  crow  ns 
are  seen  on  various  early  American  issues  including  certain  Con¬ 
necticut  coppers,  tokens  honoring  George  Washington,  etc. 
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The  Reverse  Designs 

Charles  Barber  was  also  criticized  ior  his  lack  of  originality  with 
his  reverse  designs.  The  dime  shows  a  nearly  identical  design  to  the 
previous  Liberty  Seated  issue  of  the  same  denomination,  a  motif 
known  as  the  “wreath  of  cereals,”  first  recommended  by  Mint  Direc¬ 
tor  James  R.  Snowden  in  1859  in  a  letter  to  the  secretary  of  the  Trea¬ 
sury.  In  his  letter  Snowden  strongly  recommends  the  use  of 
'Newlin’s  wreath  of  cereals,”  as  “this  design  was  deliberately 
made  to  allow  perfect  striking  of  the  Seated  Liberty  obverse.” 
(Information  concerning  “Newlin”  is  sparse,  although  it  is 
known  that  numismatist  Harold  Newlin  was  a  prominent 
Philadelphia  figure  a  decade  or  so  larer.)  However,  the  existing 
reverse  was  perfectly  serviceable  and  there  was  no  reason  not  to 
continue  its  use. 

The  reverse  design  of  the  quarter  and  half  dollar  featured  a 
representation  of  the  Great  Seal  of  the  United  States.  Barber  had 
worked  with  a  similar  design  in  1876  when  he  created  an  Indian 
peace  medal.  This  motif  dated  back  to  early  times  and  can  be 
found  on  1791 -dated  Washington  pieces,  gold  coins  beginning 
in  1796,  and  in  many  other  areas.  Somewhat  related  heraldic 
eagle  designs  were  used  on  certain  copper  coins  of  the  1780s. 

Design  Modifications 

During  the  years  that  the  three  denominations  bore  Barber’s  de¬ 
signs,  only  the  dime  and  quarter  saw  notable  modification.  Continu¬ 
ing  research  does  appear  to 
show  other  minor  changes  may 
have  been  made. 

The  dime  obverse  and  re¬ 
verse  hubs  were  modified  in 
1900.  The  obverse  Type  I, 

1892-1900,  shows  the  leaves  in 
Liberty’s  wreath  with  rounded 
tips,  and  the  leaf  below  the  “S” 
in  STATES  as  distant.  The  ob¬ 
verse  Type  II,  1900-1916, 
shows  the  leaves  in  Liberty’s 
wreath  as  more  pointed  with  the  leaf  below  the  “S”  very  close.  Inter¬ 
estingly,  this  Type  II  obverse  design  is  much  more  in  line  with  the 
pattern  1891  Liberty  Head  design  than  the  Type  I!  The  dime  reverse 


I  ype  I,  1892-1901,  1903-S,  1905-S,  shows  the  right  ribbon  on  the 
wreath  below  the  bow  as  thin.  Reverse  Type  II,  1901-1916,  shows  the 
right  ribbon  below  the  bow  as  thicker  with  an  extra  fold. 

The  1892  quarters  show  two  varieties  of  the  reverse  design.  Type 
I  shows  the  eagle’s  wing  covering  only  half  of  the  “E”  in  UNITED;  as 
a  quick  identifier,  the  tip  of  the  crossbar  of  at  the  center  of  the  E  can 
be  seen.  Type  II  shows  the  eagle’s  wing  covering  most  of  the  “E”  in 

UNITED,  completely  covering  the  cross¬ 
bar  of  the  E.  Coins  of  the  first  type  are 
somewhat  scarcer  than  the  second  type. 

Collecting  Barber  Coins  Today 

Collectors  are  finding  numerous  dates 
and  mintmarks  that  are  undervalued  in 
today’s  numismatic  marketplace.  The 
journal  of  the  Barber  Coin  Collectors  So¬ 
ciety  has  been  an  educating  force  in  ad¬ 
vancing  the  appreciation  of  this  series. 
Barber  enthusiasts  are  describing  recent 
discoveries  of  repunched  dates,  doubled 
mintmarks,  and  other  oddities  of  interest 
to  the  numismatic  community.  The  micro-O  mintmark  found  on  the 
1905-0  dime  and  1892-0  half  dollar  are  already  widely  recognized  as 
major  rarities  and  are  listed  in  the  Guide  Book  ofU.S.  Coins.  The  fan¬ 
tastic  Eliasberg  collection  auctioned  by  Bowers  and  Merena  contained 
what  is  surely  the  finest  1892  micro-O  found  on  the  planet, 
graded  as  MS-67. 

Thanks  in  part  to  Charles  Barber’s  practical  coin  designs, 
even  well-worn  coins  exhibit  the  outlines  of  their  design. 
This  gives  the  collector  the  versatility  of  assembling  sets  in  as 
many  different  grades  as  a  budget  allows.  Although  the  1 894- 
S  dime  is  an  incredible  rarity,  with  fewer  than  10  known  to 
exist,  all  other  Barber  coins  are  very  collectible,  thus  making 
the  completion  of  a  date  and  mintmark  set  a  reality  for  most 
numismatists,  although  the  1896-S,  1901-S,  and  1913-S 
quarters  are  quite  elusive. 

Continued  research  will  undoubtedly  turn  up  other  inter¬ 
esting  varieties  among  dimes,  quarters,  and  half  dollars  of  the  1892- 
1916  era,  furthering  enjoyment  with  Barber  coinage  for  anyone  who 
takes  part  in  this  interesting  specialty. 


How  “History”  Is  Made 


The  following  is  quoted from  Bits  and  Pieces: 

The  following  facts  about  the  invention  of  the  American  bathtub  have 
been  dutifully  recorded  in  the  Congressional  Record: 

1 .  The  first  American  bathtub  was  introduced  by  Adam  Thompson 
on  December  10,  1842,  to  a  group  of  derisive  friends  in  Cincinnati, 
Ohio. 

2.  Doctors  all  around  the  country  immediately  denounced  the 
bathtub  as  a  menace  to  general  health,  and  Boston  banned  it. 

3.  Virginia  hastily  levied  a  tax  of  $30  on  every  bathtub  sold  within  its 
borders,  and  a  bill  banning  the  use  of  bath  tubs  entirely  in  Philadelphia  from 
November  1  to  March  31  was  defeated  by  a  narrow  margin  of  two  votes. 

4.  No  bathtub  was  allowed  inside  the  White  House  until  1851,  when 
President  Millard  Fillmore  bravely  dunked  his  limbs  in  one  of  the 
fiendish  contraptions. 


There  isonlyone  thingwrongwith  these  interesting  statistics:  they  are 
completely  untrue  from  beginning  to  end.  The  editor  and  writer,  H.L. 
Mencken,  in  one  of  his  more  playful  moods,  had  invented  them  from 
whole  cloth  for  a  piece  he  wrote  for  the  New  York  Evening  Mail  that 
appeared  December  28,  1917. 

The  “facts”  were  widely  circulated  in  magazine  and  newspaper 
articles,  speeches  in  the  Congress,  etc. 

When  Mencken  saw  to  his  amazement  that  his  little  joke  was  being 
taken  seriously,  he  tried  desperately  to  convince  everybody  he  had 
perpetrated  what  he  thought  would  be  a  harmless  hoax.  But  he  was  too 
late.  Nobody  would  believe  him.  He  had  done  his  job  so  well  that  he  was 
never  able  to  undo  it.  Some  of  his  “facts”  have  even  persisted  to  this  day. 

Editor’s  comments:  The  field  of  numismatics  is  strewn  with  many 
similar  “facts,”  although  perhaps  not  expressed  as  colorfully. 


Pace  26 


Rare  Coin  Review  No.  I  1 6 


1950-S/D  FS-014.5.  MS-63  (ANACS) . 295 

1951  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 32 

1953  Proof-66.  Heavy  die  polish . 28 

1953  Proof-65.  Heavy  die  polish . 22 

1996-W  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 14 


Twenty— Ci* lit  Pieces 

Proposed  by  a  Nevada  senator,  20-cent  pieces 
were  supposed  to  have  facilitated  the  making  of 
change  in  the  American  West.  During  the  first  year 
of  issue,  1 875,  coinage  was  primarily  accomplished 
at  the  San  Francisco  Mint.  Almost  immediately, 
streetcar  conductors,  ferry  boat  operators,  mer¬ 
chants,  and  others  handling  change  found  them  to 
be  hopelessly  confusing  with  the  Liberty  Seated 
quarter  dollar.  In  a  fast-paced  transaction,  the  typi¬ 
cal  person  would  not  notice  the  slight  difference  in 
size  or  the  fact  that  20-cent  pieces  had  a  plain 
rather  than  reeded  edge.  The  end  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion  came  quickly,  and  in  1876,  only  a  few  were 
coined,  followed  by  restricted  production  of  just 
Proofs  for  collectors  in  1877  and  1878. 


1875  AU-58,  prooflike.  Quite  possibly  a  Proof  that 
was  spent  (if  so, .proper  nomenclature  would  be 

Proof-58).  A  beauty! . 445 

1875  AU-55.  Attractive  lavender  and  gray  toning. 

Deeply  struck  with  high  borders . 395 

1875  AU-53  (NGC) . 375 

1875-CC  EF-40 . 245 

1875-S  AU-58  (NGC).  The  fields  are  lustrous  and, 
if  graded  separately,  would  be  MS-60  or  finer. 

You’ll  really  like  this  one! . 435 

1875-S  AU-55 . 375 


1875-S  AU-50.  Pleasing  pastel  gold  surfaces.  350 


1875-S  EF-45 . 260 

1876  AU-55  (PCGS) . 625 

1876  AU-50  (NGC).  Scarce  date . 525 

1876  VF-30 . 295 


Quarter  Dollars 

As  a  denomination,  early  quarter  dollars  are  con¬ 
siderably  more  difficult  to  find  than  are,  for  ex¬ 
ample,  dimes  and  half  dollars.  Despite  this,  we  have 
tracked  down  a  number  of  interesting  issues,  in¬ 
cluding  those  m  the  Capped  Bust  series. 


1805  Browning-2.  VG-8 . 265 

1806  B-3.  F-15  (PCGS) . 475 

1806  B-5.  VF-30.  (ANACS) . 895 

1806  B-9.  VF-20.  Light  gray  toning . 750 

1818  B-2.  AU-55  (ANACS) . 1,295 

1818  B-2.  F-15 . 175 

1818  B-4.  EF-40.  Light  gold  and  gray  toning.  695 

1818  B-4.  VF-20 . 295 

1818  B-4.  F-15 . 185 

1818  B-7.  VF-30.  Perfect  reverse . 375 

1819  B-3.  F-15 . 165 

1820  B-2.  Rarity-2.  F-15 . 195 

1821  B-l .  Rarity-2.  VF-20 . 275 

1821  B-3.  Rarity-2.  VF-20 . 275 

1822  B-l.  AU-53.  Nicely  toned  in  sea  green,  rose 

and  gold . 1,795 


1822  B-l.  VF-25  (NGC) . 395 

1824/2  B-l.  VF-20  (ANACS) . 495 


We  must  congratulate  Coin  World  on  maintaining  a  very 
objective  view  of  ANACS,  inasmuch  as  both  Coin  World  And 
ANACS  have  the  same  ownership.  If  anything,  ANACS  seems 
to  get  less  coverage  in  the  pages  of  Coin  World d^n  do  PCGS 
or  NGC. 

1825  B-l.  Rarity-5.  VF-20 . 625 

1825  B-2.  AU-55  (NGC).  Pleasing  golden  ton¬ 
ing .  1,350 

1825  B-2.  Rarity-2.  VF-30 . 350 

1828  B-4.  Rarity-3.  VF-30 . 350 

1831  B-6.  Rarity-4.  EF-45  (NGC).  Brilliant.  310 
1833  B-l.  EF-45  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 325 

1833  B-l.  EF-45  (NGC) . 325 

1834  B-4.  AU-58.  Brilliant  with  light  golden  pe¬ 
ripheral  toning . 875 

1834  B-4.  AU-50  (ANACS).  Gorgeous  light  irides¬ 
cent  toning . 525 

1837  B-3.  Rarity-5+.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
quite  sharply  struck.  Another  of  our  new  pur¬ 
chases  (of  which  there  are  over  1,000,  only  a 
few  of  which  we  specifically  note) . 950 

Liberty  Seated  lluarlm 

Our  offering  of  Liberty  Seated  quarters  is  neces¬ 
sarily  brief — simply  because  the  series  in  general  is 
scarce,  and  relatively  few  can  be  obtained.  How¬ 
ever,  among  our  offerings  there  are  a  number  of  in¬ 
teresting  Mint  State  pieces  (check  out  the  1872-S) 
and  other  desiderata. 


1839  VF-20 . 65 

1840-0  No  Drapery.  VF-30 . 135 

1840- 0  With  Drapery.  MS-60.  Very  lustrous. 

Brilliant  with  light  golden  toning.  A  few 
notches  quality-wise  above  the  usually  seen  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  issue . 1,260 

1841  AU-55  (NGC).  Attractive  with  iridescent 
toning  around  the  rims.  A  winner  in  the  eye- 
appeal  sweepstakes . 495 

1841- 0  AU-58.  Just  a  whisper  from  Mint  State. 

Another  very  attractive  early  Liberty  Seated 
quarter  dollar  from  our  recent  buying  excur¬ 
sion . 545 

1843  AU-58.  A  splendid  coin  with  gorgeous  pe¬ 
ripheral  toning.  Yet  another  new  purchase. 285 


1845  EF-45 . 95 

1847  VF-30 . 45 

1850-0  EF-40 . 185 

1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  AU-58.  The  reverse,  if 
graded  separately,  is  a  clear  MS-60.  Brilliant 

and  very  beautiful . 595 

1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Deep 
golden  peripheral  toning  with  light  gray  sur¬ 
faces . 425 

1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  AU-53  (PCGS) . 375 

1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  AU-50  (NGC).  Light 
golden  toning . 325 

1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  EF-40 . 135 

1854  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  splen¬ 
did  specimen.  First  of  two  years  with  arrows  at 
the  date  and  without  rays  on  rhe  reverse.  1,395 

1 856  AU-58.  Sharply  struck  and  very  attractive.  Yet 
another  new  purchase . 215 


1856  AU-55  (NGC).  Beautiful  iridescent  rainbow 


toning  on  the  obverse  peripheries . 210 

1856-0  EF-40 . 65 

1860  Proof-60.  Attractive  for  the  grade;  delicate 

toning.  Rare  in  Proof  format . 425 

1861  EF-45 . 75 

1867  AU-50  (ANACS).  Lightly  toned.  A  key  date 

in  any  grade . 750 

1870  Proof-62.  Light  golden  toning . 435 

1871  AU-50  (PCGS) . 295 


Superb  Gem  1872-S  25^ 
Finest  Certified  of  This  Rarity 


1872-S  MS-65  (NGC).  We  are  pleased  to  offer 
one  of  the  most  important  Liberty  Seated  quar¬ 
ter  dollars  ever  to  be  presented  in  our  cata¬ 
logues — a  brilliant,  lustrous,  sparkling  gem 
specimen  with  light  golden  toning  around  the 
borders,  the  finest  certified  specimen  of  the 
issue.  This  gem  MS-65  combines  incredible 
beauty  and  quality  with  great  rarity.  This  will 

be  a  centerpiece  in  your  collection . 29,500 

1873  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
frosty.  Always  in  demand  for  inclusion  in  type 
sets.  The  With-Arrows  style,  combined  with 
the  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  reverse,  was  minted 
only  in  1873  and  1874 . 1,395 

1873  Arrows.  AU-50.  Brilliant . 490 

1874  Arrows.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Y  ith 

gorgeous  satiny  mint  lustre  accented  with  deli¬ 
cate  golden  toning  around  the  rims . 1 ,550 

1 875  MS-63  (PCGS).  Especially  lustrous  and  bril¬ 

liant  f  ields.  One  of  the  nicest  we’ve  ever  seen  at 
this  grade  level . 450 

1875- S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 365 

1876- CC  AU-58 . 235 

1876-CC  VF-20 . 42 

1876- S  AU-55 . 160 

1877- CC  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  gold  toning.  995 

1877-CC  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper 

of  light  golden  peripheral  toning . 675 

1877-S  MS-64  (PCGS) . 750 

1882  EF-40  (PCGS).  Low-mintage  date,  as  are 

most  of  this  era . 365 

1885  AU-55  (NGC).  Seldom  seen  in  anv  business 

strike  grade . 485 

1890  MS-63  (NGC).  Beautiful  with  light  amber 
toning . 675 

1890  AU-58  (NGC).  Light  golden  and  iridescent 

toning . 350 

1891  Proof-62.  Brilliant  fields;  delicate  golden  ton¬ 

ing  around  the  rims.  One  of  the  nicest  vou  II 
ever  find  at  this  grade  level . 425 

1891  MS-63  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant.  The  devices 
are  frosts’  and  the  fields  are  satins’.  A  handsome 
example  coined  during  the  final  sear  of  the 
Seated  Liberty  design  type . SS0 
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1891  MS-60.  Brilliant . 235 

189 1-S  AU-55  (NGC).  Light  gray  surfaces....  195 

1891-S  AU-50.  Toned . 237 


Barber  Quarters 

Barber  dimes  in  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Revieiv, 
include  many  high-grade  circulated  pieces  plus 
some  nice  Mint  State  and  Proof  issues,  all  in  all  a 
quite  varied  offering. 


1892  Type  I  (tip  of  crossbar  of  E  in  UNITED  vis¬ 
ible).  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 125 

1892  Type  II.  Proof-60 . 350 

1892  Type  II.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 495 

1892  Type  II.  MS-64  (PCGS).  About  as  brilliant 

and  frosty  as  a  coin  can  be! . 495 

1892  Type  II.  AU-58 . 135 

1892  Type  II.  EF-45 . 85 

1892-6  Type  I.  AU-58 . 185 

1892- 0  Type  II.  MS-60 . 285 

1893- 0  MS-64.  Pale  champagne  iridescence  at 

the  centers  deepens  to  golden  brown  peripher¬ 
ally.  .  850 

1 893-0  AU-58.  We  bought  a  whole  “bunch  of  AU- 
58  Barber  quarters  recently,  sometimes  including 
more  than  one  of  a  given  variety  (for  example,  we 
have  two  in  stock  of  this  1893-0).  You’ll  find 
that  each  AU-58  in  this  listing  has  lustrous  and 
frosty  fields  and  that  the  reverse,  if  graded  sepa¬ 
rately,  could  be  called  MS-60 . 195 

1893-0  AU-50 . 155 

1893-0  VF-20 . 39 


1893-S  AU-58  (NGC).  Nicely  toned.  A  gorgeous 
specimen.  The  reverse  is  fully  proof  like  and,  on 
its  own,  is  fully  equal  to  an  MS-63  coin.  You’ll 

like  this  one . 455 

1894  Proof-64  (NGC).  Attractive  light  golden  ton¬ 
ing  around  the  borders  with  just  a  whisper  of 
light  blue.  A  splendid  coin,  as  you  will  see  when 
you  open  your  package  from  us.  Quality! .  825 


1894-0  AU-50 . 195 

1894-S  AU-58 . 235 

1894-S  AU-53 . 185 

1895  AU-58 . 175 


1895-0  AU-55.  Mintmark  too  far  to  the  right 


(Breen-4145);  interesting  issue . 279 

1895-S  AU-55 . 295 


1 896  MS-64.  Light  golden  toning.  Far  above  aver¬ 


age  in  quality. . 595 

1 896-0  AU-58  (NGC).  A  classic  issue  among  Bar¬ 
ber  quarters.  Rare  and  always  in  demand.  825 

1 896-0  F-l  5.  Scarce  variety. . 89 

1897  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  a  hint  of 

light  golden  toning . 750 

1  897  AU-58.  Light  golden  toning . 149 

1898  MS-60.  Light  golden  toning . 159 

1899-0  AU-50 . 259 

1899- S  AU-50 . 225 

1900  AU-50 . 129 

1 900-  S  AU-55  (PCGS) . 199 

1900-S  AU-50 . 125 

1901  MS-61 .  Brilliant . 179 

1902  Proof-61.  Brilliant  and,  for  the  grade,  very 

pleasing.  Another  new  purchase . 395 


1902  AU-55.  Brilliant . 129 

1902-0  AU-50.  Brilliant . 195 

1902-0  VF-25 . 65 

1902-S  MS-60.  Lightly  toned.  A  nice  example 

from  our  recent  buying  trip . 415 

1902-S  VF-30 . 65 

1904  AU-50 . 129 

1904  EF-40 . 69 

1904-0  AU-50 . 419 

1904- 0  EF-40 . 195 

1905  AU-55.  Lightly  toned . 139 

1905  EF-40 . 70 

1905- 0  EF-45.  Popular  key  date . 265 

1906  MS-60.  Light  golden  toning . 169 

1906  EF-40 . 69 

1907  Proof-60.  Iridescent  toning.  Another  new 

purchase . 350 

1907  AU-58.  Golden  toning . 149 

1907  VF-20 . 34 

1907- 0  AU-58  (PCGS) . 185 

1908- D  AU-53  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 135 

1908- D  VF-35 . 45 

1909  AU-50 . 129 

1909- D  AU-58  (PCGS) . 165 

1910  AU-58.  Brilliant . 159 

1911  MS-62 . 195 

191 1-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,595 


191 1-S  MS-64. (PCGS).  Brilliant.  With  superb, 
satiny  fields  that  on  their  own  could  be  graded 
MS-67!  One  of  the  nicest  Mint  State  Barber 
quarters  we  have  ever  seen  of  this  issue.  A  prize 


coin,  a  piece  the  connoisseur  will  enjoy  own¬ 


ing .  1,495 

1913  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  gem  of  se¬ 

lected  quality;  but,  then,  you  know  as  a  Bowers 
and  Merena  client  that  quality  is  very  impor¬ 
tant . 1,895 

191 3-D  MS-60.  Light  golden  toning . 269 

1913- D  AU-58 . 195 

1914  AU-55.  Brilliant . 12') 

1914- D  AU-50 . 1 19 

1915  AU-50 . 110 

1915- D  AU-58  (PCGS) . '. . 159 

191 5-D  AU-55 . 129 

1915-D  EF-40 . 69 

19 15- S  AU-50 . 199 

1916- D  Barber.  AU-58 . 135 

1916-D  Barber.  AU-50 . 1 19 

1916-D  Barber.  VF-20 . 34 


Slainlim>  Liberty  lluarters 

Standing  Liberty  quarter  dollars  are  among  the 
most  beautiful  of  all  American  coins.  Make  Bow¬ 
ers  and  Merena  Galleries  your  headquarters  when 
you  build  a  high-grade  set!  We  are  very  particular 
when  we  buy  coins  for  our  inventory,  and  we  know 
you  will  be  pleased  with  what  you  receive  from  us. 

Our  selection  ranges  from  the  first  year  of  issue, 
1916,  to  the  last,  1930,  and  includes  many  interest¬ 
ing  coins  along  the  way. 

1917  Type  I.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 350 


The  time  is  1910,  and  shown  above  is  a  photograph  of,  presumably, 
William  McNary,  in  front  of  a  store  bearing  his  name,  selling  groceries  and 
provisions.  Man  and  dog  are  comfortably  situated  near  the  front  door,  while  three 
children  happily  play  on  the  porch  to  the  right.  This  image  holds  its  secrets  well,  and 
we  don’t  know  much  more  than  what  we  see.  Similarly,  coins  of  the  era  hold  a  mystery', 
an  opportunity  to  daydream  as  to  where  they  might  have  been,  what  adventures  they 
may  have  seen.  Perhaps  that  worn  1904  Indian  cent,  or  1910  Barber  quarter,  or  1898 
Liberty  Head  nickel  in  your  collection  may  have  been  spent  in  this  same  store. 
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UNITED  STATES  SIEVED  (  DINS 


1917  Type  I.  AU-58  FH . 135 

1917  Type  I.  AU-55 . 99 

1917-D  Type  I.  MS-64  FH  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  850 

191 7-D  lype  I.  MS-62  FH.  Brilliant  and  beautiful. 
A  lot  of  coin  for  the  money.”  Among  the  many 

new  purchases  in  this  issue . 265 

1917-D  Type  I.  AU-55 . 145 

191 T-S  Type  I.  MS-63.  Attractive  light  toning.  385 
191 7-S  Type  I.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  An  espe¬ 
cially  nice  example  of  this  issue.  An  item  for  the 

connoisseur . 385 

1917-D  Type  II.  MS-60 . 165 

1 9 1 7-S  Type  II.  AU-58 . 129 

Classic  1918/7-S  Rarity 


1918/7-S  EF-45  (PCGS).  A  beautiful  specimen  of 
this  classic  issue.  One  of  the  nicest  you  will  ever 
see  at  this  grade  Jevel.  Of  all  major  varieties  of 
Standing  Liberty  quarters,  the  1918/7-S 
overdate  is  by  far  the  rarest,  eclipsing  even  the 
famous  1916  by  a  good  margin . 4,650 

1918  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195 

1918-D  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Lustrous  and  beautiful. 

Not  easy  to  find  in  this  combination  of  high 

grade  and  high  quality . 725. 

1918-D  MS-63  FH  (NGC).  Brilliant.  We’ve  pur¬ 
chased  two  examples,  and  both  are  very  nice,  of 
this  scarce  mintmark,  each  with  Full  Head 

sharpness.  Buy  one  for  only. . 1,195 

1918-D  MS-62 . 215 

1918-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  especially  brilliant  and 
quite  beautiful  specimen . 650 

1918- S  AU-58 . 110 

1919  AU-55 . 110 

1919  EF-40 . 69 

1919- D  AU-50 . 475 

1919-S  EF-45  (NGC) . 419 

1919-S  VF-30 . 285 

1921  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Highly  acclaimed  as  a  key 

issue.  A  beautiful-specimen  that  is  guaranteed 

to  please  (as  always) . 1,295 

1921  AU-50.  Attractive  with  light  toning . 350 

1923  AU-58  (ANACS) . 95 

1923-S  EF-45  (ANACS).  Among  the  scarcest  San 

Francisco  Mint  issues  in  all  grades . 525 

1923-S  EF-40 . 435 

1923- S  VF-30 . 395 

1924  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  One  of  the  key  is¬ 

sues  of  this  decade,  not  often  seen  in  this  high 
grade . 375 

1924  MS-62.  Brilliant . 1 19 

1924- S  EF-45 . HO 

1925  MS-64.  FH.  Brilliant . 395 

1925  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 135 

1926  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195 

1926  MS-63.  Brilliant . 145 

1 926  MS-60 . 1 1 5 


1926  EF-40 . 29 

1926-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  One  of  the  lower  mintage 
dates  of  the  era,  bur  quite  a  few  were  saved,  thus 

making  them  readily  available  today.  . 210 

1926-D  MS-63.  Brilliant.  We’ve  recently  bought 
several  nice  1926-D  quarters;  this  issue  offers  a 

fine  selection . 145 

1926-D  MS-63  (ANACS).  Light  golden  toning. 
The  1926-D  is  ever  popular  due  to  its  low 
mintage  (but  quite  a  few  were  saved,  so  there 
are  enough  around  that  the  variety  is  quite  in¬ 


expensive  today) . 145 

1926-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  One  of  many 
nice  Standing  Liberty  quarters  added  to  our 
inventory  from  our  recent  buying  trips.  ...  145 
1926-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Attractive  satiny  sur¬ 
faces . 145 

1926-D  MS-62.  Brilliant . 125 

1926-D  MS-60  (PCGS) . 135 


1926-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  highly  lustrous. 
An  especially  nice  specimen  of  this  key  date 
among  later  Standing  Liberty  quarters.  A  prize 

item  for  the  connoisseur  and  specialist . 1,195 

1927  EF-40 . 30 

Key  1927-S  Quarter  Dollar 


1927-S  AU-55.  Very  little  actual  wear.  Key  issue  of 


the  later  part  of  the  series . 2,750 

1927- S  EF-40  (ANACS) . 975 

1928- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 375 

1928-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 235 

1928-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Another  beau¬ 
tiful  coin.  Why  not  consider  putting  together  a 
run  of  date  and  mintmarks? . 235 

1928-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 149 

1928-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 149 

1928-S  AU-58 . 95 

1928- S  AU-50 . 69 

1929  MS-65  FH  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 579 

1 929  MS-64  (NGC).  Warm  golden  gray  toning.  199 
1929  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant. . . "..120 

1929  AU-55 . 65 

1929- S  MS-65  FH  (NGC).  Brilliant . 575 

1929- S  AU-58 . 79 

1930  MS-65  (PCGS)  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of 

light  golden  toning . 385 

1930  MS-64.  Lustrous  and  attractive . 225 

1930  MS-63  (PCGS).  Another  new  purchase.  I  59 

1930  MS-62.  Brilliant . 1  19 

1930  AU-55 . 65 

1930  AU-50 . 59 

1930- S  MS-60 . 110 


VVaxliiimlim  IhiarliTx 

Our  offering  of  Washington  quarters  includes  a 
wide  variety  of  dates  and  mints — offering  many 


possibilities  if  you  are  a  specialist.  Quality  is  al¬ 
ways  foremost  when  we  buy,  and  you  will  like 
what  you  see  when  you  open  your  Bowers  and 
Merena  package. 

1932-D  AU-58 . 299 

1932-D  AU-55.  Nice  rose  toning . 275 

1932-D  AU-50 . 2  so 

1932-S  MS-63.  Brilliant.  Second  only  to  the  1932- 
D  in  terms  of  elusive  quality.  Although  the 
1932-S  has  a  lower  mintage,  more  of  them  were 

saved,  and  today  more  exist . 399 

1932-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 399 

1932-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 365 

1932-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of 

pale  golden  toning . 365 

1932-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 365 

1932-S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 179 

1932-S  AU-50 . 145 

1934  Medium  Motto.  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant.  39 

1934  Medium  Motto.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 29 

1934-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1 ,195 

1934-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,195 

1934-D  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  very  beautiful.  325 
1934-D  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 325 

1934- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . US 

1935  MS-66  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 110 

1935  MS-65  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 60 

1935- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Nuances  of  golden  ton¬ 

ing  over  deeply  frosty,  brilliant  surfaces.  Beau¬ 
tiful!  . 1,495 

1935-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 575 

1935-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 365 

1935-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 365 

1935-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 285 

1935-D  MS-63  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 285 

1935-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Delicate  gold  toning.  285 
1935-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  . 79 

1935- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 74 

1936  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of 

light  golden  peripheral  toning.  A  prize  example 
of  this  modern  Proof  rarity. . 875 

1936  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Lowest  mintage 
issue  among  Proof  Washington  quarters.  A 

beautiful  coin . 750 

1936  MS-65  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 45 

1936- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 385 

The  1936-D  has  an  interesting  story,  one  that  the  late 
Lee  F.  Hewitt,  founder  of  the  Numismatic  Scrapbook  Maga¬ 
zine,  was  fond  of  relating.  In  1936  the  coin  collecting  world 
was  preoccupied  with  commemorative  half  dollars.  When 
the  high-mintage  1936-D  quarter  was  released  it  was  not 
noticed,  for  it  would  never  be  rare.  Reality  was  different,  and 
a  year  or  rwo  later,  when  collectors  searched  for  choice  Un¬ 
circulated  pieces,  they  were  nowhere  to  be  found;  thev  had 
all  (or  nearly  all)  been  spent!  Today,  the  1936-D  is  very  rare 


in  Mint  State  for  this  reason. 

1936-D  MS-60.  Brilliant . 375 

1936-S  MS-65  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 145 

1936- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 8S 

1937  Proof-66.  Brilliant .  165 

1937  Proof-63.  Brilliant . 330 

1937- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  85 

1937-D  MS-63.  Brilliant .  f5 

1938  Proof-66  (PCGS).  1  ight  amber  toning  310 

1938  AU-50.  Brilliant . . 

1938S  MS-64.  Brilliant .  69 
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1939  MS-64.  Brilliant . 29 

1939  MS-63.  Brilliant . 25 

1939-D  MS-65  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 69 

1939-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 35 

1939- S  MS-64  ( AN  ACS).  Brilliant . 85 

1940  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 265 

1940- D  MS-65  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 1 15 

1940-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  99 

1940-D  MS-60.  Brilliant . 59 

1940- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 29 

1941  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Nicely  toned . 189 

194 1- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 75 

1942  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 325 

1942  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 149 

1942  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 75 

1942  MS-64.  Brilliant . 12 

1942- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 99 

1942-S  MS-64  (Hallmark).  Brilliant . 99 

1942-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  For  many  is¬ 
sues — this  being  an  example — we  have  an  in- 
depth  stock  of  several  pieces . 99 

1942-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 56 

1942- S  AU-50.  Brilliant . 17 

1943- S  AU-58 . 19 


1946-S  MS-64.  Brilliant.  SPECIAL  PURCHASE: 
We  bought  a  group  of  these,  and  they  are  sell¬ 
ing  almost  as  fast  as  we  can  mail  them  out.  As 
we  go  to  press,  only  18  pieces  remain  in  our 


stock.  Buy  one  for: . 10 

1946-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 5 

1950  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 60 

1950  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 55 

1950-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 5 


1950-D/S  Overmintmark.  AU-50  (PCGS). ...  265 


A  Great  Formula! 

Want  an  easy  guideline  to  building  a  set 
of  1878-1921  Morgan  silver  dollars,  or 
late-date  1933-1947  Liberty  Walking  half 
dollars,  or  any  other  specialty?  Here  it  is: 

Determine  the  most  you  want  to  pay  for 
a  coin.  Perhaps  for  Morgan  silver  dollars  it 
is  $250,  but  you  can  pick  just  about  any 
other  figure.  On  your  first  pass  through  the 
series,  buy  all  of  the  MS-65  coins  you  can 
find  for  $250  or  less.  Of  course,  some  are  a 
lot  less.  Then  make  another  pass,  and  see 
how  many  of  the  others  you  can  buy  in 
MS-64  grade  for  $250  or  less.  Then  do  this 
for  MS-63.  By  this  time  you  will  have  well 
over  half  of  the  nearly  1  00  coins  in  the  set, 
and  all  will  be  beautiful  Mint  State!  At  this 
point  you  can  contemplate  the  remainder 
|  of  the  pieces  you  need,  and  formulate  a 
strategy  to  acquire  them,  and  in  what  grades. 

For  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars  you 
might  start  at  $1  50  for  all  the  MS-65s  you 
!  can  find,  then  MS-64,  etc. 

The  same  formula  will  work  nicely  with 
just  about  any  other  series  you  can  name. 


Mall  Hollars 

This  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  contains 
many  outstanding  half  dollars  from  early  years  to 
late — including  many  new  purchases.  Each  and 
every  piece  is  guaranteed  to  be  in  the  numerical 
grade  you  want,  have  the  visual  appeal  you  expect, 
and  to  be  priced  reasonably — or  your  money 
back.  Over  the  years  we  have  helped  form  some  of 
the  f  inest  collections  of  half  dollars  ever  as¬ 
sembled.  Whether  you  are  interested  in  a  few  scat¬ 
tered  pieces  for  a  type  set,  or  a  specialized  collec¬ 
tion  by  die  varieties,  dates,  or  mintmarks,  you 
have  come  to  the  right  place! 

Klovvino  Hair  Mali  Dollars 

1795  Overton-1 04.  F-12.  Attractive  surfaces  with 
light  gray  toning.  A  splendid  specimen  of  the 

first  design  type  in  the  series . 1,250 

The  Flowing  Hairstyle  was  used  only  in  1794  and  1795. 
Counterparts  were  made  in  the  half  dime  and  dollar  series  as 
well. 


1795  O-lll  Three  Leaves  50<£ 


1795  O-lll.  Three  Leaves  variety.  Rarity-4. 
VP-25  (NGC).  The  Three  Leaves  issue  is  a 
sub-type  which  places  the  variety  in  special  de¬ 
mand .  6,900 

From  the  Robinson  S.  Brown,  Jr.  Collection. 

As  a  sub-type  the  1795  with  three  leaves  below  each 
wing  on  the  reverse  is  over  100  times  rarer  than  the  usually- 
seen  Two  Leaves  style.  Its  listing  in  the  Guide  Book  has  in¬ 
creased  the  demand  substantially  over  the  years.  Most  known 
pieces  are  well  worn,  considerably  lower  in  grade  than  the 
showpiece  offered  here. 

1795  0-117.  Rarity-4.  VF-20  (PCGS).  Pleasing 
light  gray  surfaces.  An  excellent  coin  for  a  type 
or  variety  set . 1 ,895 

llrantMl  llnsl  Hall  Hollars 

1803  0-102.  Large  3.  VF-30  (ANACS).  Draped 
Bust  obverse,  as  first  employed  in  the  half  dol¬ 
lar  series  in  1801 . 495 

1803  0-103.  Large  3.  EF-40.  Pleasing  light  gray 

and  iridescent  toning . 895 

1803  0-104.  Rarity-3.  Small  3.  EF-45.  Very  at¬ 
tractively  toned . 1,395 

As  a  class,  1 803  half  dollars  with  the  small  3  in  date  are 
considerably  rarer  than  those  with  the  large  3. 

fa|)|)i'(l  llnsl  Hall  Hollars 
Lollcml  Liloc 

Capped  Bust  half  dollars,  with  lettered  edge,  de¬ 


signed  by  John  Reich,  were  produced  from  1  807 
through  1 836  inclusive.  The  span  comprises  many 
interesting  overdates  and  die  varieties.  At  the  time, 
silver  dollars  were  not  being  struck,  and  half  dollars 
took  the  position  as  the  largest  silver  coin  of  the 
realm.  Thus,  quantities  were  used  as  specie  reserves 
by  banks,  for  bulk  transactions,  and  other  purposes. 
This  resulted  in  large  numbers  being  minted  and, 
simultaneously,  pieces  being  stored  without  the 
normal  effects  of  circulation.  Thus,  today  the  half 
dollars  of  this  era  are  more  readily  available  in 
higher  grades — such  as  EF,  AU,  and  Mint' State — 
than  would  otherwise  be  the  case. 

By  the  way,  if  you  are  interested  in  this  series,  you 
must  buy  a  copy  of  Daver  Bowers’  book,  American 
Coin  Treasures  and  Hoards.  You  can  read  about  the 
fabulous  Economite  hoard  consisting  of  thousands 
of  early  half  dollars — hidden  away  in  an  under¬ 
ground  vault  near  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania.  This 
fabulous  find — one  of  hundreds  of  hoards  dis¬ 
cussed  in  the  book — is  documented  with  pictures 
and  other  information,  including  a  present-day 
view  of  what  the  storage  vault  looks  like. 

This  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  contains  many 
interesting  Capped  Bust  half  dollars.  Look  over  the 
selection  carefully,  and  order  with  the  confidence 
that  each  piece  is  of  selected  quality — guaranteed 
to  please. 

1807  0-112.  Large  Stars.  50/20.  AU-50  (NGC). 
A  very  attractive  specimen  combining  attractive 
light  toning  with  some  original  mint  lustre.  A 
very  nice  strike,  which  for  this  variety  is  seldom 

the  case . 1,850 

1809  0-109.  IIII  edge.  AU-50  (NGC) . 750 

181 1  0-101.  AU-50  (ANACS).  Warmly  toned  in 

pleasing  rainbow  hues . 635 

1817  0-113  MS-61  (NGC).  Intermingled  golden 
brown  and  slate  gray  toning.  In  the  middle  of 
the  Overton  Condition  Census  for  the  die  vari¬ 
ety,  which  is  listed  as  65-65-60-55-55 . 995 

1819/8  0-101.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Light  gray  toning 
with  a  hint  of  gold  over  lustrous  surfaces.  Popu¬ 
lar  overdate . 1 ,695 


Gem  1819/8  Overdate 


1819/8  0-104.  Large  9.  MS-64.  (NGC).  Pale 
golden  brown  with  blue  and  lilac  peripheral  ton¬ 
ing.  Certainly,  this  is  one  of  the  very  finest  in 


existence  anywhere! . . 3,150 

1820/19  0-101  AU-50  (ANACS) .  50 

1820/19  0-102.  AU-53  (NGC) . 735 

1820/19  0-102.  EF-45 . 319 

1820  0-102.  VF-30 . 175 


1820  0-105.  MS-61  (NGC).  Attractive  iridescent 


v) 
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toning.  Somewhat  prooflike.  Long  recognized 


as  one  of  the  scarcer  dates  in  the  series . 950 

1820  0-108.  EF-40 . 265 

1821  0-101.  AU-55  (PCGS) . 495 


Gem  1823  Half  Dollar 


1823  O-l 01  a.  “Patched”  3.  MS-64  (NGC),  with 
claims  to  MS-65.  Deep  gray  with  faint  steel 
blue.  A  thin  diagonal  scratch  on  Miss  Liberty’s 
bust  is  hidden  by  the  toning  and  without  doubt 
was  considered  by  NGC.  Otherwise  this  piece 
would  be  MS -65  or  better,  and,  perhaps,  nearly 
twice  the  price.  Check  it  out!  It  is  a  very  attrac¬ 


tive  example . 3,700 

1823  0-103.  VF-20 . 115 


1823  0-1 1 1.  Normal  3.  MS-64.  Deep  gray  with 
faint  steel  blue.  A  thin  diagonal  scratch  on 
Liberty’s  bust  is  hidden  by  the  toning.  ..  1,850 

1824  0-105.  Rarity-2.  AU-53  (NGC).  Brilliant 


with  rainbow  peripheral  toning . 295 

1824  0-111.  AU-50 . 285 

1825  0-112.  AU-55 . 335 

1825  0-112.  AU-50 . 285 

1826  0-1 20a.  Rarity-3.  AU-50 . 350 

1827/6  0-101.  Rarity-2.  MS-63  (NGC).  Needle- 

sharp  obverse  strike,  almost  a  presentation  issue. 
Remarkable! . 1,950 


1827  0-1 20a.  Square-Base  2.  AU-50  (PCGS).  A 


splendid  coin  just  added  to  stock . 425 

1827  0-147.  Curl-Base  2.  AU-50.  Satiny  golden 

surfaces . 495 

1828  0-109.  AU-53  (PCGS) . 250 

1829  0-1 17.  AU-58.  Nicely  toned  in  gold,  blue, 

and  amber . 395 

1830  0-103.  AU-50  (NGC) . 219 

1830  0-123.  MS-62 . 795 


1831  0-103.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous  with  a  whisper  of  golden  toning.  Ideal  (or 


a  type  or  variety  set . 1 ,595 

1831  0-103.  AU-50 . 275 


1831  0-104.  AU-58  (NGC).  An  exceptional  coin; 

the  fields  are  as  nice  as  might  be  found  on  an 
MS-60  to  MS-62  specimen!  . 435 

1832  0-101.  Large  Letters.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Very 

conservatively  graded,  in  our  opinion  this  coin 
could  easily  be  called  Mint  State  (in  which  in¬ 
stance  it  would  be  priced  several  hundred  dollars 
higher).  Intermingled  blue,  gray,  and  golden 
brown  toning.  The  variety  is  made  distinctive  by  a 
heavy  die  crack  connecting  the  eagles  right  wing 
(viewers  left)  to  the  olive  branch.  Not  easy  to  find 
in  high  grades;  key  major  variety. . 895 

1832  0-122.  MS-63  (NGC).  Light  golden  and 
gray  toning  over  brilliant,  lustrous  surfaces. 
Very  attractive . 1,450 


1833  0-103.  AU-50 . 195 

1833  0-107.  AU-55.  Brilliant . 295 

1833  0-109.  AU-50 . 275 

1833  Capped  Bust  half  dollar  counterstamped  by 

the  compounder  of  Houck’s  Panacea,  Baltimore. 
VF-35.  Counterstamp  on  obverse  is  especially 
deep  and  bold . 785 

Upon  request  by  the  buyer  we  will  send  a  sketch  of  the 
history  of  Houck  and  his  patent  medicine,  which  seems  to 
have  been  extensively  advertised  on  half  dollars. 

1834  0-101.  Large  Date,  Large  Letters.  AU-55 

(PCGS) . 315 

1834  0-101.  EF-45 . 239 

1834  0-1 1 1.  Small  Date,  Small  Letters.  EF-40.  85 
1836  0-108.  AU-50 . 395 

Gem  1836  L.E.  Half  Dollar 


1836  0-122.  Lettered  Edge.  MS-64  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant,  lustrous,  frosty,  and  beautiful! . 2,595 

Capped  lin'd  Hal!  Hollars 
Heeded  Hli>e 

1838  AU-58.  Sharply  struck  and  lustrous.  Light 


golden  toning . 445 

1838  AU-50  (PCGS) . 395 

1838  EF-45  (PCGS) . 195 


Superb  Gem  1839  Half  Dollar 
Capped  Bust 


1839  Capped  Bust,  Large  Letters.  MS-64 

(NGC).  Mottled  golden  amber  and  pale  blue 
toning.  Rarely  seen  or  offered  at  this  grade  level. 
A  gorgeous  item  for  your  specialized  collection 

or  type  set . 4,750 

The  short-lived  design  with  Capped  Bust  obverse,  reeded 
edge,  and  with  the  denomination  as  HALF  DOL. 

I.ilii'i  h  Scaled  Hall  Hollars 

The  formation  of  a  basic  set  of  Liberty  Seated  half 
dollars  is  at  once  a  challenge  and  a  pleasurable  pur¬ 
suit.  With  the  exception  of  a  handful  of  pieces, 
there  are  no  truly  expensive  rarities.  Most  dates  and 
varieties  are  eminently  affordable. 

Our  present  offering  is  quite  extensive  and  in¬ 
cludes  issues  from  early  to  late,  and  in  just  about 
every  grade  imaginable.  As  always,  quality  is  the 
byword,  and  each  piece  is  guaranteed  to  please. 

1839  No  Drapery.  AU-50  (PCGS).  A  splendid 
specimen  at  this  grade  level.  Highly  important 
as  a  type,  quite  scarce  in  all  higher  grades,  par¬ 
ticularly  in  AU  or  finer . 1,695 

The  earliest  dies  of  the  Liberty  Seated  half  dollar  did  not 
have  drapery  at  the  elbow,  and  were  a  close  resemblance  to 
Christian  Gobrecht  s  silver  dollar  design  of  1 836  (which  also 


Coin  Show  Schedule 

November  13-15,  1997 

Baltimore,  MD 

Suburban  Washington/Baltimore  Convention 

January  7-10,  1998 

Orlando,  FL 
F.U.N.  Convention 

March  5-7,  1998 

Baltimore,  MD 

Suburban  Washington/Baltimore  Convention 

We  look  forward  to  seeing  you 
at  our  upcoming  events! 


1997-98  Auction  Schedule 

November  13-14,  1997 

Baltimore,  MD 

in  conjunction  with  the  Suburban 
Washington/Baltimore  Convention 

March  5-7,  1998 

Baltimore,  MD 

in  conjunction  with  the  Suburban 
Washington/Baltimore  Convention 
Now  accepting  consignments! 

May  10-12,  1998 

New  York  City,  NY 
Now  accepting  consignments! 

August  3,  1998 

Portland,  OR 
The  Rarities  Sale 
Now  accepting  consignments! 

September  14-16,  1998 

New  York  City,  NY 
Now  accepting  consignments! 


Bare  Coin  Review  No.  119 


Page  31 


UNITED  STATES  SILVER  COINS 


lacked  drapery).  Later  in  the  year,  Robert  Ball  Hughes  rede¬ 
signed  the  Liberty  Seated  figure  slightly,  and  added  drapery, 
thus  isolating  the  without-drapery  issue  as  a  distinct  type. 

While  normally  the  first  year  of  a  design  attracted  pub¬ 
lic  attention,  this  was  not  the  case  with  the  Liberty  Seated 
halt  dollar.  Pieces  slipped  into  circulation  unnoticed,  and  we 
are  not  aware  of  even  a  small  group  of  pieces  being  set  aside 
as  a  novelty.  Thus,  Mint  State  pieces  are  very  difficult  to 
find,  and  even  a  choice  AU  coin  such  as  this  can  be  called  a 
scarcity. 

1840  Small  Letters.  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous. 
Quite  hard  to  find  at  this  grade  level.  ...  1,150 
The  Small  Letters  reverse,  a  holdover  from  an  earlier  time, 
has  a  very  attractive  aesthetic  aspect,  in  our  opinion — a  fea¬ 
ture  that  was  lost  when  the  letters  were  enlarged. 

1840  Small  Letters.  AU-55  (NGC) . 335 

1840-0  EF-40  (ANACS).  A  very  interesting,  in¬ 
deed  quite  curious  variety  with  extended  den¬ 
ticles  on  the  obverse,  with  the  result  that  there 
is  virtually  no  space  between  the  outer  tips  oi 


the  stars  and  the  teeth  in  the  border . 295 

1841  VF-30 . 175 


1842  Medium  Date.  Wiley-Bugert-1 06.  EF-45.  175 


Memorable  1842-0  Small  Date  Rarity 


1842-0  Small  Date.  EF-40  (ANACS).  Lightly 
toned  surfaces.  A  very  nice  example  of  one  of 
the  key  issues  in  the  Liberty  Seated  half  dollar 
series.  Rarely  does  one  become  available  at  this 
grade  level . 3,650 

The  1842-0  Small  Date  has  been  a  classic  in  the  series 
for  a  long  time.  Most  known  pieces  are  well  worn,  with  VG 
and  Fine  being  typical  and  also  quite  desirable.  VF  coins  are 
seen  now  and  then,  but  at  the  EF-40  level  such  pieces  are 
rare. 

1843  WB-101.  Rarity-5.  MS-64.  Lustrous  and 
beautiful . 1,495 


Proof  like  Mint  State  1843-0  Half  Dollar 


1843-0  MS-63,  prooflike.  Mottled  light  golden 
and  iridescent  toning  over  highly  prooflike 
surfaces.  An  exceptional  specimen,  in  our 


opinion . 2,450 

1845-0  No  Drapery.  VF-20 . 109 


The  no-drapery  feature  was  caused  during  the  die  prepa¬ 
ration  process — the  master  die  did  indeed  have  drapery — 
and  is  a  reversion  to  the  1  839  No  Drapery  style. 

1846  Small  Date.  WB-102.  MS-63  (PCGS). 
[Jelicate  golden  gray  iridescence.  Most  design 
features  are  sharp.  Scarce  and  desirable  in 


Uncirculated .  1,795 

The  year  1846  was  quite  unusual  in  American  numis¬ 
matics,  inasmuch  as  a  number  of  different  date  punches  were 
used,  particularly  noticeable  in  the  copper  cent  and  silver 


half  dollar  denominations. 

1846  Tall  Date.  AU-50 . 240 

1846-0  Tall  Date.  F-12 . 350 


Classic  1847/6  Rarity 


1847/6  EF-45  (ANACS).  Only  when  great  collec¬ 
tions  come  on  the  market  is  an  1847/6  half 
dollar  apt  to  be  encountered  in  any  grade.  For 
the  Liberty  Seated  specialist  here,  indeed,  is  a 

prize,  a  showpiece . 10,950 

1847-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Fairly  scarce  in 
Mint  State . 1,450 

New  Orleans  coins  of  this  era,  while  relatively  plentiful 
in  worn  grades,  emerge  as  rarities  in  Mint  State.  At  the  time 
there  was  absolutely  no  numismatic  interest  in  saving  coins 
from  branch  mints,  not  even  the  Mint  Cabinet  (formed  in 
June  1838)  set  aside  examples.  Thus,  the  survival  of  pieces 
such  as  this  is  a  matter  of  rare  chance. 

1848  WB-103.  Rarity-7+.  MS-63.  Especially  rare 
in  this  high  grade.  A  prize  for  the  Liberty  Seated 

specialist  and  connoisseur . 1,395 

1848  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  at  the  centers 
changing  to  a  light  amber  peripherally.  Very 
scarce;  we  doubt  that  more  than  three  or  four 
dozen  Uncirculated  examples  could  be  ac¬ 
counted  for . 1,395 


1849  WB-103.  Rarity-7+.  MS-63  (NGC).  Blue, 
silver,  and  iridescent  toning.  A  wondrous  coin 
to  the  eye! . 2,295 


1850  AU-58  (NGC).  Splendid  iridescent  toning. 
Most  probably  from  an  old-time  collection.  1 ,095 

Remarkable  1850-0  Half  Dollar 


1850-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lightly  and  very  attrac¬ 
tively  toned.  Needle  sharp  definition  of  detail. 
This  gorgeous  1850-0  is  one  of  the  finest  we 
have  ever  offered  for  sale.  A  find  for  the  con¬ 
noisseur  and  specialist.  Here  is  a  coin  that  will 
be  contemplated  with  pleasure  for  many  years 


to  come . 4,750 

1852  EF-40 . 750 


Quite  scarce,  even  more  than  the  mintage  figure  sug¬ 
gests.  It  is  believed  that  the  majority  of  pieces  of  this  date 
(also  of  other  dates  1 850-1 852)  were  melted. 

1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  MS-60.  Brilliant  with 

lots  of  mint  frost.  Popular  one-year  design 
type . .  1,395 

Issued  pursuant  to  the  Act  of  February  21,  1853,  which 
reduced  the  authorized  weight  of  the  silver  half  dime,  dime, 
quarter  dollar,  and  half  dollar.  Beginning  about  1850,  the 
price  of  silver  bullion  rose  on  international  markets,  and  it 
became  profitable  to  take  current  coins  and  melt  them  down 
for  their  bullion  value.  By  early  1853,  scarcely  a  silver  coin 
was  to  be  seen  in  circulation.  The  Act  of  February  21  rem¬ 
edied  the  situation,  and  pieces  struck  under  this  legislation 
were  subsequently  seen  in  quantity  in  the  channels  of  com¬ 
merce.  To  signify  the  authorized  change,  arrows  were  added 
to  the  date  and  rays  to  the  reverse.  The  rays  were  dropped  in 
1854,  and  the  arrows  were  dropped  in  1856,  although  the 
new  lower  weight  remained  the  same. 

1853- 0  Arrows  and  Rays.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant. 

A  candidate  for  a  high-quality  type  set .  1,250 

1854  Arrows.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  attrac¬ 

tive.  First  of  two  years  with  arrows  at  the  date, 
but  without  rays  on  the  reverse . 475 

1854  Arrows.  EF-40 . 110 

1854- 0  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  golden 

toning  over  deeply  frosty  surfaces.  Very  well 
struck . 1,950 

1854-0  Arrows.  AU-55  (PCGS).  An  especially 
nice  example  of  this  popular  issue . 350 

1855/4  Arrows.  AU-50.  A  sharp  and  quite  attrac¬ 
tive  specimen  of  this  interesting  overdate.  695 


Life  in  Los  Angeles 


Reader  D.  V  from  Pennsylvania  writes: 

“Please  pass  this  along  to  Dave  Bowers.  In 
a  recent  issue  of  The  Coin  Collector  he  com¬ 
mented  on  LA  Times  columnist,  Steve 
Harvey,  appreciative  of  some  snippets  from 
the  Times  column.  Steve  has  collected  a 
number  of  these  ‘gems’  and  published  them 
in  book  form  as  Only  in  LA. 

“I  would  pass  along  my  copy,  but  it  is 


autographed  by  the  author  and  is  a  keepsake. 
I  grew  up  with  Steve,  and  during  our  teens,  we 
were  part  of  a  very  close  circle  of  friends.  I 
now  live  in  Pennsylvania,  being  away  from 
LA  since  1980,  and  I  likewise  have  fond 
memories  of  life  in  LA.  One  of  the  things  that 
keeps  those  memories  afloat  is  Steve  Harvey’s 
observations  and  recordings  of  those  things 
which  so  indelibly  describe  life  in  LA.’ 
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Question  & 
Answer  Forum 


by  Q.  David  Bowers 


I’ve  been  collecting  U.S.  coins  since  1983.  My 
largest  collection  is  my  Morgan  dollars.  I  do 
collect  any  U.S.  coin  between  1800  and  1996. 
Most  grades  are  VG-8  to  MS-65.  I  want  to  house  my  coins 
in  a  good  holder.  What  should  I  use?  I  now  have  Eagle 
holders  which  I  use  just  for  my  Mint  State  coins.  I  sub¬ 
scribe  to  Coin  World,  The  Coin  Collector,  and  the  cata¬ 
logues  of  several  coin  companies.  By  far  the  best  company 
I  have  found  is  your  Bowers  and  Merena. 

My  first  question:  Some  vendors  list  coins  as  “Brilliant 
Uncirculated.”  They  do  not  use  the  numerical  grading 
system.  This  must  be  OK,  as  they  advertise  in 
Coin  World,  and  I  am  sure  that  they  have 
been  approved.  However,  what  does  4T7 

“Brilliant  Uncirculated”  mean  in  the  JBr* 
numerical  scale?  Is  it  AU-58?  Is  it 
MS-60?  Is  it  MS-63?  Not  many 
people  are  as  informative  as  you 
are  or  try  to  clearly  describe  their 
coins  to  buyers.  Even  a  novice 
reading  The  Coin  Collector  can 
get  some  good  ideas.  Thank  you. 

My  next  question  is  this:  I 
thought  that  Proof  coins  are  the 
best  you  can  buy.  However,  in  a  re¬ 
cent  issue  of  The  Coin  Collector  a 
Proof-65  1954  Franklin  half  dollar  is 
listed  for  much  less  than  you  list  an  MS- 
65  1954  Franklin  half.  Why  is  this,  if  the 
Proof  is  the  better  coin?  Thanks  for 
writing  great  articles,  books  and  hav- 
.  ing  a  great  company!  Best  to  you  and 
yours.  — M.R.S. 


can  be  vast  differences  in  the  quality  and  appeal 
of  coins.  All  MS-60,  MS-65,  or  other  coins  are 
not  alike. 

With  regard  to  the  1954  Franklin  half  dollar. 
Proof  is  not  a  better  grade  than  MS-65.  Proof  is 
a  method  of  manufacture  by  which  highly  pol¬ 
ished  dies  are  used  to  strike  specially  prepared 
planchets.  The  result  is  a  coin  with  mirrorlike 
fields.  On  the  other  hand,  an  MS-65  coin  is  a 
business  strike,  made  for  commerce,  from  regular 
(unpolished)  dies.  The  fields  of  a  business  strike 
are  frosty  and  lustrous. 

While  Proofs  are  handled  with  care  so  as  to 
avoid  marks  and  scratches,  at  the  Mint  business 
strikes  are  coined  at  high  speed,  dumped  into  hoppers,  me¬ 
chanically  counted,  bagged,  etc.,  with  the  result  that  most 
acquire  quite  a  few  marks.  Thus,  a  very  nice  MS-65  coin,  with 
a  minimum  of  marks,  is  much  rarer  than  a  Proof-65. 

If  you  consider  that  a  Proof  is  different  from,  not  better  than 
a  business  strike,  you  can  appreciate  that  Proofs  can  be  collected 
separately  and  have  their  own  degree  of  availability.  As  Proofs 
were  deliberately  saved  by  collectors,  and  business  strikes  were 
often  marked  and  damaged  in  mint  handling,  and  then  put  into 
circulation,  it  is  seen  that  MS-65  coins  in  some  instances  can  be 
much  rarer  than  Proofs  of  the  same  issue. 

This  is  true  not  only  of  the  modern  era, 
but  in  many  earlier  instances  as  well.  For 
example,  Proof  Liberty  Seated  silver 
dollars  of  the  early  and  mid- 1860s 
are  much  more  plentiful  than  are 
Mint  State  coins.  On  the  other 
hand,  among  most  dates  of 
Morgan  silver  dollars,  Mint 
State  coins  are  much  more 
available  than  are  Proofs.  Such 
situations  must  be  examined 
on  a  coin-by-coin  basis. 

Thanks  for  the  interesting 
questions. 

Alt 

What  is  meant  by  a  “die 
scratch”?  What  is  a  “die 
striation”?  — K.E.H. 


A  Concerning  “Brilliant  Uncir¬ 
culated  coins,  with  no  fur¬ 
ther  description,  these  seem 
to  be  equal  to  about  what  we  would  call 
MS-60  or  MS-61,  or,  occasionally,  in 
the  high  AU  ranges.  The  intent  of  some 
advertisers  is  to  give  the  impression  of  a 
high-quality  Uncirculated  (Mint  State) 
coin,  but  deliver  the  minimum  quality 
possible. 

For  any  dealer — using  numbers  or 


We  invite  readers  to 
submit  questions 
concerning  general  or 
specific  aspects  of  United 
States  numismatics. 

Q.  David  Bowers  will 
do  his  best  to  answer 
them  in  this  column. 


not  using  them — your  best  bet  is  to  try  out  an  order  or  two  and 
see  what  quality  you  receive.  Even  among  certified  coins,  there  are  particularly 


A  die  scratch  is  evidenced  by 
a  raisedWnc  on  a  coin  caused 
by  a  recessed  or  incuse 
scratch  on  a  die.  This  scratch  could  have 
been  caused  in  any  number  of  ways,  in¬ 
cluding  by  the  stray  impression  of  a  file  or 
of  a  graving  tool.  Groups  of  minute  par¬ 
allel  die  scratches  are  called  die  striations 
or  die  striae  { the  typical  B&M  preference 
for  our  catalogues)  and  were  caused  by 
trimming  a  die  with  a  file  during  the  die 
preparation  process,  or  grinding  the  sur¬ 
face  of  a  die  to  remove  ridges  and  burrs 
(such  as  after  the  master  die  impressed  the 
letters  and  devices). 

While  die  striae  can  be  seen  on  many  different  issues,  thev 
obvious  on  Liberty  Seated  silver  coins  of  the 
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1860s  (nearly  all  Mint  State  silver  dollars  have  them)  and  on  Mer¬ 
cury  dimes  of  the  1920s. 

*  %  * 

1  am  perplexed  by  terminology  in  paper  money  col¬ 
lecting.  Is  an  unused  note  “New”  or  is  it  “Uncircu¬ 
lated”?  I  have  seen  such  pieces  listed  both  ways.  Is  the 
front  of  a  note  the  “obverse”  or  is  it  the  “face.”  I  have  seen  it 
listed  both  ways.  Is  the  back  of  a  note  the  “back”  or  the  “re¬ 
verse.”  -M.R. 

Concerning  grading,  we  have  traditionally  employed  the 
term  “New,”  but  in  recent  times  “Uncirculated”  seems  to  be 
more  popular  in  the  marketplace,  so  we  re  switching  over. 
Hopefully,  “Mint  State  will  not  be  used  by  currency  collectors,  as  notes 
are  printed,  not  minted.  (On  the  other  hand,  it  is  popular  to  describe  toys, 
postcards,  stamps,  etc.,  as  “Mint” — and  these  weren't  minted  either.) 

At  the  Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing,  where  currency  is  made, 
the  terms  are  “face”  and  “back.”  I  suppose  that  “obverse”  and  “reverse” 
are  OK  in  numismatic  circles;  certainly,  the  meaning  of  these  words 
is  understood. 

A  *  * 

I  have  been  reading  what  you  have  written  about  the 
market  for  commemorative  half  dollars  being  sluggish, 
but  I  can’t  move  myself  to  spend  money  on  these  coins 
when  they  are  not  popular.  I  am  in  a  quandary.  If  commemorative 
coins  are  such  a  good  buy,  why  aren’t  they  selling  fast?  — P.L. 

It  is  always  difficult  to  be  a  contrarian,  to  buy  against  a 
trend.  Time  and  again  I  have  seen  thousands  of  fresh- 
faced  coin  buyers  enter  “up  markets”  and  spend  a  lot  of 
money,  but  when  prices  are  low  and  a  “down  market”  is  in  effect, 
the  same  buyers  are  nowhere  to  be  seen.  I  guess  this  is  exactly  why 
the  market  is  low! 

In  my  own  life  I  have  always  been  a  contrarian.  In  my  opinion,  if 


a  given  commemorative  half  dollar  (or  other  coin)  was  once  a  hot  seller 
for  $1,000,  the  same  coin,  if  priced  at  $400  today,  should  be  a  great 
buy,  and  who  cares  if  it  is  a  hot  seller  or  not?  Of  course,  you  have  to 
have  an  interest  in  collecting  commemoratives  to  begin  with. 

In  my  Buyer's  Guide  to  the  Rare  Coin  Market  and  my  High  Prof¬ 
its  From  Rare  Coin  Investment  books  I  discussed  this  buying  philoso¬ 
phy,  and  in  the  update  to  the  former  book  (which  I  am  rewriting 
now)  I  will  expand  upon  this.  Most  probably,  the  greatest  of  all  coin 
profits  have  been  made  by  those  who  buy  in  low  markets  and  sell  in 
high  ones.  And  yet,  most  people  enjoy  buying  at  the  top  of  the  mar¬ 
ket,  but,  like  you,  are  somewhat  frightened  by  low  markets. 

I  am  also  a  contrarian  when  it  comes  to  what  grades  of  coins  should 
be  bought  and  which  should  be  ignored.  For  example,  within  Indian  and 
Lincoln  cents  there  is  no  doubt  that  a  complete  set  of  blazing  MS-65  Red 
coins  would  be  dandy  to  have,  if  your  name  is  Rockefeller.  However,  not 
everyone  has  over  $100,000  to  commit  to  such  a  run.  Perhaps  more 
practical  is  to  buy  MS-63  Brown  coins  one  at  a  time,  cherrypicking  for 
quality,  at  a  total  price  which  is  but  a  tiny  fraction  of  the  MS-65  Red 
price.  You  will  then  have  more  coins  and,  besides,  will  have  money  left 
over  to  collect  Liberty  Head  nickels  or  something  else  interesting.  If  I 
were  collecting  in  these  series,  I  would  rather  have  200  different  variet¬ 
ies  of  MS-63  Brown  coins  than  only  25  MS-65  Red  pieces. 

I  feel  that  entirely  too  much  emphasis  has  been  put  on  MS-65 
coins  and  the  silly  term  investment  grade.  The  bottom  line  is  that  in 
various  series,  different  goals  should  be  set.  If  you  are  collecting 
Roosevelt  dimes  from  1946  to  date,  by  all  means  try  for  MS-65. 
However,  earlier  series  should  be  separately  evaluated.  As  perhaps  (or 
perhaps  not)  a  facetious  example,  if  you  were  to  desire  to  collect  a  set 
of  1785-1788  Vermont  copper  coins,  of  which  there  are  39  differ¬ 
ent  die  varieties  known,  and  if  you  wanted  MS-65  Red,  your  name 
could  be  Rockefeller,  and  you  would  not  have  even  a  single  coin  in 
your  collection!  Rather,  a  very  desirable  collection  of  such  pieces 
would  likely  average  in  the  Fine- 12  to  VF-30  range,  with  some 
higher  and  some  lower,  but  scarcely  even  an  MS-60  in  sight. 


Going  Once l  Going  Twice!  Almost  Gone! 

When  Its  Over 
Its  Over! 

Pssst!  Check  our  Incredible  Offer! 

Some  years  ago  the  ANA  com  missioned  Dave  Bowers  to  create 
The  American  Numismatic  Association  Centennial  History.  Actu¬ 
ally,  the  ANA  asked  Dave  to  do  a  favor  and  did  not  really 
commission  him,  in  that  he  volunteered  his  services  free  of 
charge — as  a  thank  you  to  the  ANA  and  to  celebrate  the  enjoyment 
of  a  lifetime  of  numismatics. 

Well,  as  you  know,  Dave  is  never  one  to  do  things  halfway.  By  the 
time  the  project  was  finished  several  years  later,  the  result  was  two  large 
I  volumes  totaling  1 ,768  pages!  (and  lots  of  photographs).  Not  only  was  the 
history  of  the  ANA  covered,  but  Dave  used  the  opportunity  to  tell  of  coin 
collecting,  coin  dealing,  market  trends  and  cycles,  innovations,  scandals, 
booms,  busts,  sadnesses,  pleasures,  and  just  about  everything  else  under  the 
numismatic  sun,  from  1891  onward. 

l"he  text  was  created  in  an  interesting,  highly-readable  manner.  Such 


comments  as  absorbing  and  exciting  have  been  applied  by  readers.  Those  who 
have  bought  and  read  these  books  have  been  very  enthusiastic.  Eminent 
authority  John  J.  Ford,  Jr.,  stated  that  when  any  of  his  friends  wanted  to  get 
really  involved  in  numismatics,  he  has  suggested  they  buy  and  read  this  two- 
book  set,  as  they  will  then  be  virtual  experts  in  the  field. 
Over  1,500  sets  were  printed  for  the  American  Numis¬ 
matic  Association.  These  sets  of  two  books,  listing 
$  1 59  for  the  pair,  have  been  selling  like  the  prover¬ 
bial  hotcakes.  We  recently  purchased  the  entire  re¬ 
maining  supply,  and  this  amounts  to  only  120  sets! 
Once  they  are  sold  out,  that’s  it.  There  will  be  no  more! 
With  this  in  mind,  and  knowing  that  you  will  really 
enjoy  these  books,  we  make  two  offers,  one  of  which  is 
enticing  and  the  other  incredible: 

Offer  No.  1:  Buy  a  set  for  a  20%  discount  from  the 
$159  list  price,  or  net  $127.20  (plus  $10  shipping  and 
handling).  But,  read  on: 

Offer  No.  2:  Here  is  the  incredible  offer:  With  any  order  we  fill  for  you 
of  $500  or  more  from  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review,  you  may,  upon 
request,  buy  this  $159  set  for — hold  your  breath! — just  $50  (plus  $10 
shippingand  handling)!  Limit:  1  set  per  buyer.  Offer  expires  on  1 1/30/199"’. 
Subject  to  availability,  as  once  we  are  down  to  an  inventory  of  fewer  than  two 
dozen  sets,  we’ll  stop  this  offer. 
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1855-0  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty, 
and  lustrous.  An  exceptional  quality  specimen 

of  this  early  New  Orleans  issue . 1 ,895 

1855-0  Arrows.  AU-55  (NGC) . 350 

1855- S  Arrows.  VG-8.  A  nice  specimen  at  this 

grade  level.  First  issue  of  the  San  Francisco 
Mint.  Rare  in  any  and  all  grades . 475 

The  San  Francisco  Mint  opened  for  business  in  spring 
1 854,  using  facilities  that  had  been  owned  earlier  by  Curtis, 
Perry  &  Ward,  who  produced  Moffat  gold  coinage.  In  1 854, 
gold  coins  were  struck  at  the  San  Francisco  Mint,  followed 
by  the  first  silver  issues  in  1855. 

1  856-S  EF-40.  Very  scarce  variety.  Among  the 
Finer  examples  to  come  on  the  market  in  recent 
years.  A  major  opportunity  for  the  Liberty 

Seated  specialist . 465 

It  is  believed  that  most  of  this  issue  went  to  the  Orient. 
At  the  time  such  pieces  were  the  largest  silver  issues  produced 
on  the  West  Coast  (the  First  silver  dollars  were  not  made  until 
1859;  the  1859-S  was  specifically  produced  on  the  request 
of  San  Francisco  merchants,  who  desired  a  trade  coin  for  use 
in  China). 

1 856- S  VF-20.  Scarce . 225 

1858  AU-55 . 175 

1858-0  AU-50  (PCGS) . 185 

1858-S  AU-50.  Very  elusive  in  AU  grade  or  even 

close  to  it . 350 


1859  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Fewer  than  500 
Proofs  were  actually  distributed  this  year,  and  of 
that  small  number,  the  presently  offered  coin  is 


one  of  the  nicest  remaining . 2,195 

1859-0  AU-50 . 175 

1861  AU-50 . 165 

1862  EF-40 . 199 


1862-S  Large  S.  WB-101.  Rarity-5+.  MS-63. 

Full  brilliant  mint  frost.  Delightful  aesthetic 
appeal.  A  find  for  the  connoisseur  and  special¬ 
ist . 1 ,350 


1863- S  EF-40 . 85 

1864- S  EF-40 . 85 

1865  EF-40.  Elusive  date . 145 


Choice  1866-S  Half  Dollar 
No  Motto  Rarity 


1866-S  No  Motto.  WB-101.  Rarity-7  at  this 
grade  level.  MS-63.  Ivory  satin  lustre  with  very 
faint  splashes  of  golden  brown.  An  aesthetically 
delightful  example  of  this  rarity.  Total  mintage 


not  known,  but  estimated  at  60,000  by  the 
Guide  Book . 7,995 

It  would  be  an  interesting  exercise  to  study  the  No  Motto 
coinage  in  the  various  silver  and  gold  denominations.  We  are 
not  at  all  sure  that  the  published  mintage  figures  are  correct, 
and  in  any  event  all  pieces  are  scarce,  some  rare — with  all 
being  notable  rarities  in  Mint  State. 

1866-S  No  Motto.  EF-45.  A  rarity  in  any  season. 
A  splendid  specimen  of  this  famous  issue. 
Scarce  at  all  grade  levels . 975 


trous  surfaces  with  delicate  golden  toning.  A 
splendid  specimen  of  an  issue  rarely  seen  at  this 


grade  level . 2,050 

1868- S  EF-40 . 1  19 

1869  AU-50 . 189 

1869- S  WB-101.  Rarity-6+.  MS-62.  Lustrous 

surfaces.  Light  golden  toning . 1,450 


Gorgeous  1870-S  Half  Dollar 


When  it  comes  time  to  sell,  choosing  the  right  auction  firm  is 
the  most  important  decision  you  will  make.  When  you  consign 
to  Bowers  and  Merena,  you  consign  to  the  most  successful  rare 
coin  auction  firm  in  American  numismatic  history. 

Call  Dr.  Richard  A.  Bagg,  our  Director  of  Auctions,  today  at 
1-800-458-4646  to  confidentially  discuss  your  collection.  It 
may  well  be  the  most  financially  rewarding  decision  you  have 
ever  made! 


Puzzled  about  where  to 
take  your  coins  and  paper 
money  for  auction ? 


1 
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iny  lustre.  A  truly  outstanding  coin  from  a  visual 
and  technical  viewpoint,  certainly  one  of  the  very 
finest  in  existence.  In  this  year  the  cornerstone 
was  laid  for  the  new  San  Francisco  Mint,  and  it 
is  said  that  certain  specimens  were  made  for  pre¬ 
sentation  to  dignitaries  and  others.  The  quality 
of  this  piece  may  well  make  it  a  candidate  for 
such.  You’ll  really  enjoy  having  this  as  part  of 


your  collection! . 3,895 

1871  AU-50 . 175 

1871- S  AU-50 . 225 

1872- S  EF-40 . 190 

1873  No  Arrows,  Closed  3.  AU-50 . 275 


Beautiful  1873  Half  Dollar 


1873  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  The  frosty  devices 
beautifully  complement  the  satiny  fields.  The 
central  areas  are  brilliant  changing  to  pale 
champagne  at  the  rims.  An  important  condition 
rarity  this  nicely  preserved . 3,895 

In  this  year  the  authorized  weight  of  the  dime,  quarter, 
and  half  dollar  were  reduced  very  slightly,  and  to  signify 
this,  arrows  were  added  to  the  date  in  1873  and  1874  (but 
were  dropped  in  1875,  although  the  lowered  weight  re¬ 
mained  the  same). 


1873  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  superb  specimen 
with  brilliant  and  somewhat  satiny,  lustrous 
fields.  Extremely  important  as  one  of  just  two 
years  with  arrows  at  date  and  with  motto  on 
reverse . 2,450 


Daniel  L.  Writes 

“Thank  you  for  offering  the  Proof  sets 
from  Lot  #3008  of  the  Eliasberg  Collec¬ 
tion  individually.  I  am  very  pleased  with 
the  quality  of  the  coins  themselves,  and 
especially  pleased  with  the  display  board 
from  Capital  Plastics!  Beautiful!  It  is  great 
to  have  such  a  nice  souvenir  of  this  incred¬ 
ible  collection. 

“Gail  was  extremely  helpful  and  pleas¬ 
ant  t>n  the  phone  when  I  called,  and  the 
Proof  set  arrived  sooner  than  expected.” 


1873  Arrows.  MS-62.  Lil  ac  and  gray  toning. 

Sharply  struck  with  very  lustrous  surfaces.  1,595 
1873  Arrows.  WB-108.  Rarity-7.  MS-62 
(NGC).  Frosty  mint  brilliance  with  pale  lilac 
toning.  A  very  nice  specimen  that  will  delight 
the  Liberty  Seated  specialist  as  well  as  the  type 


collector . 1,395 

1873  Arrows.  EF-45 . 250 


Remarkable  Mint  State  1873-S  50<f 


1873-S  Arrows.  WB-101.  Rarity-7+.  MS-63.  A 

brilliant,  lustrous,  and  frosty  specimen  with 
delicate  toning.  A  splendid  specimen,  indeed 
one  of  the  finest  we  have  ever  had  in  our  in¬ 
ventory.  A  find  for  the  connoisseur  and  spe¬ 


cialist .  5,250 

1873-S  Arrows.  F-12 . 1 19 


1874  Arrows.  Proof-60  (PCI).  Nicely  toned.  .795 


1874  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Satiny,  brilliant 
surfaces.  A  high-grade  example  of  this  popular 

design . 2,095 

1874  Arrows.  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  highly  lustrous 
and  very  attractive  choice  Mint  State  coin.  Bril¬ 
liant  frost  at  the  centers  with  light  natural 

golden  toning  at  the  rims . 1,350 

1874  Arrows.  AU-53  (PCI).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Incredibly  popular  as  a  “type”  coin . 465 

1874  Arrows.  AU-50.  Highly  lustrous . 435 

1874  Arrows.  VF-20 . 85 

1 874-CC  Arrows.  VF-20.  Rare!  Very  elusive  in  all 
grades,  the  1 874-CC  is  only  seen  when  great 
collections  come  to  market.  Another  find  for 
the  specialist . 950 

1874- S  Arrows.  VF-20 . 175 

1875- CC  Small  CC.  WB-102.  Rarity-7+.  MS- 

63.  Reflective  satin,  white  surfaces  with  a 
blending  of  rose  and  lilac.  Faint  hairlines  are 
visible  in  the  obverse  fields . 1,250 

1875-CC  AU-55  (ANACS) . 325 

1875-S  AU-50 . 165 

1877-S  Drapery.  MS-64  (PCGS).  With  a  whisper 
of  delicate  golden  toning . 1,625 

We  mention  “drapery”  in  connection  with  the  1 877-S, 
as  some  of  this  issue  were  made  from  relapped  dies  with  the 
drapery  ground  off. 

1877-S  Drapery.  MS-60 . 375 


1877- S  No  Drapery.  MS-64  (NGC).  Sharply 

struck  with  lightly  toned,  lustrous,  slightly 
proof  like  surfaces.  A  splendid  specimen  for  the 
specialist  or  type  set  collector . 1 ,495 

I  he  lack  of  drapery  was  caused  by  die  polishing  (which, 
in  turn,  created  a  prooflike  surface). 

1878- CC  EF-40.  Very  scarce  in  all  grades.  An 
important  opportunity  for  the  specialist.  1 ,895 

1883  AU-58  (NGC).  Light  gold  and  blue  periph¬ 


eral  toning . 625 

1884  MS-64.  Light  amber  toning.  Far  rarer  than 
Proof.  You'll  really  like  this  gem! . .  1,350 


Business  strike  mintage  of  only  4,400  coins!  A  true 
American  rarity — a  splendid  specimen.  If  you  want  some¬ 
thing  “special”  in  your  collection,  this  piece  is  for  you. 

1884  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  major  rarity  in 
gem  Mint  State.  Only  4,400  business  strikes 
were  made,  and  the  survival  of  a  high-grade 
example  is  strictly  a  matter  of  chance.  ...  1,350 

1885  MS-63.  Nicely  toned  in  gold  with  a  whisper 

of  light  blue.  Very  rare  in  choice  Mint  State. 
Another  “find”  for  the  discriminating  buyer. 
Remarkable  for  its  low  business  strike  mintage 
of  only  5,200  pieces.  Far  rarer  than  an  equiva¬ 
lent  Proof. . 1,150 

1887  AU-58  (NGC).  Low-mintage  issue . 895 

1889  Proof-62.  Light  lilac  toning.  Low-mintage 

date . 625 

1891  MS-64  (NGC).  A  splendid  coin  with  light 
rose  and  blue  toning.  Last  year  of  the  Liberty 
Seated  series . 1,050 

Dai  Iter  Hall  Dollars 

Our  offering  of  Barber  half  dollars  includes  sev¬ 
eral  scarcities  and  rarities  in  addition  to  a  broader 
selection  of  lower  priced  examples.  As  we  noted 
earlier  for  Barber  dimes  and  Barber  quarters,  Bar¬ 
ber  half  dollars  have  enjoyed  a  renaissance  of  popu¬ 
larity  in  recent  times.  And  yet,  prices  haven’t  moved 
all  that  much. 


Gem  1892  Half  Dollar 


1892  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  gem,  brilliant 
with  a  whisper  of  toning.  Remarkable  for  its 
quality.  First  year  of  issue,  and  important  as 

such . 2,850 

One  might  suppose  that  the  1 892  Barber  half  dollar  would 
be  fairly  easily  available,  representing  as  it  does  the  first  year  ot 
the  design.  However,  in  1892  the  eyes  of  the  public  were  fas 
tened  upon  the  new  Columbian  commemorative  half  dollars, 
and  the  new  circulating  design  was  virtually  ignored. 

1892  MS-61  (PCGS).  Smooth  satiny  surfaces.  475 
1 892-0  MS-63.  Brilliant.  I  lie  obverse  is  somewhat 
prooflike  in  the  fields.  The  reverse,  if  graded 
separately,  would  be  even  liigber.  A  marvelous 
specimen  of  this  low-mintage  date .  1 ,050 
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1892-0  AU-5 5 . 565 

1892-S  AU-50 . 595 

1893  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  very  attrac¬ 
tive .  1,895 

1894  MS-64  (NGC).  Frosty  white  with  light  rose 

peripheral  toning . 1,525 

1894-S  MS-63,  prooflike.  A  splendid  coin.  1 ,650 

1894-S  MS-60,  prooflike.  Brilliant . 495 

1894- S  EF-40  (PCGS) . 229 

1895  MS-64.  Sharply  struck  with  lustrous  sur¬ 

faces.  A  very  attractive  example  of  this  popular 
design  type . 1,300 

1895  AU-5  8 . 469 

1895- 0  AU-50,  prooflike.  Golden  gray  toning, 

somewhat  mottled  on  the  obverse . 475 

1896  MS-64.  A  beautiful  frosty  gem.  Ideal  for  a 

type  set  or  specialized  collection . 1,800 

1897  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  gem  that  is  every  bit  as 
nice,  if  not  nicer,  than  many  Proof-65  pieces  we 
have  seen,  but  priced  nearly  $1,500  less.  This 
coin  offers  a  lot  of  value  for  the  money.  We 


guarantee  you’ll  agree!  . 1,695 

1897- 0  F-12. . 350 

1898  VF-35 . 109 

1898- S  EF-45 . 275 

1899  AU-58 . „. . 419 

1899  VF-35 . '. . 110 


1899- S  EF-45 . 240 

1900- 0  EF-45 . 285 

1900-0  EF-40 . 275 

1900-S  EF-45 . 235 


1901  AU-58  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  beautiful  coin 
with  a  reverse  that  is  several  points  higher  than 
AU-58;  we  suggest  MS-63.  Sharply  struck.  For 
an  AU-58  coin,  this  piece  has  it  all.  From  our 


recent  buying  trip . 495 

1901  AU-50 . 349 

1901  AU-50  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 349 


Beautiful  Mint  State  1901-0 


1901-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Smooth  satiny  surfaces.  A 
brilliant  and  very  beautiful  example,  one  with 
the  aesthetic  value  one  might  expect  in  a  hand- 


selected  MS-64  coin . 3,750 

1902  AU-50 . 325 


•mm 


All  Mint  State  63  or  better! 

Whether  you  are  a  beginning  collector  or  an  experienced  numis¬ 
matist,  the  beautiful  artistry  of  these  classic  pieces  is  certain  to  be 
appreciated.  And,  this  sparkling  Mint  State  trio  can  be  yours  for 
just  $75!  Each  piece  is  guaranteed  to  please  and  delight  the  most 
selective  buyer.  And,  each  comes  with  its  own  special  numismatic  “tid 
bit"  of  historical  importance. 

The  Buffalo  nickel’s  popularity  stems  from  its  uniquely  American 
character.  To  paraphrase  a  quote  from  the  designer,  James  Earle  Fraser, 

“I  wanted  a  coin  that  could  not  be  mistaken  for  another  coin  in  the 
world  outside  the  United  States.” 

The  so-called  Mercury  dime,  designed  by  Adolph  A.  Weinman, 
was  not  intended  to  represent  Mercury,  the  messenger  of  mythology 
with  wings  on  his  feet,  but  to  represent  an  allegorical  figure  of 
Miss  Liberty  with  wings  on  her  head,  to  illustrate  "liberty  of 
thought." 

The  Liberty  Walking  half  dollar,  also  designed  by  Adolph  A. 
Weinman,  was  introduced  shortly  before  America  entered  the 
first  world  war.  It  depicts  a  strong,  confident  Miss  Liberty  and  an 
American  eagle — a  symbol  of  the  nations  strength  and  pride. 

These  pieces  represent  classic  coins  designed  with  an  artistic 
imaginative  flair.  They’re  sure  to  make  a  welcome  addition  to 
collection  and  will  be  admired  for  many  years  to  come. 


1902- 0  AU-50 . 375 

1903- 0  EF-40 . 195 

1903-S  AU-5 5  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 435 

1903- S  EF-45 . 259 

1904  AU-58  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  golden  ton¬ 
ing . 445 

1904  AU-5  5 . 365 

1904- 0  AU-50.  Brilliant . 549 


1905  Proof-63.  Light  golden  brown  and  violet  iri¬ 

descence  complements  the  satiny  devices  and 
mirror  fields.  The  1905  is  virtually  unobtain¬ 
able  in  Mint  State,  thus  placing  an  extra  de¬ 
mand,  aura,  and  element  of  desirability  on  this 
lovely  Proof. . 945 

1905- S  EF-40 . 215 

1 906  MS-62  (NGC).  Essentially  brilliant  with  just 

a  hint  of  gold . 600 

1906  MS-61  (NGC).  Frosty  and  lustrous  with  a 
whisper  of  toning . 495 

1906  AU-58  (PCGS).  The  fields  are  as  lustrous 
and  brilliant  as  you  might  expect  to  find  on  an 
MS-61  or  MS-62  coin! .  450 

1906- D  AU-50.  Brilliant . 345 

1906-D  EF-45 . 175 


First  year  of  coinage  operations  at  the  Denver  Mint. 

1906-0  AU-58  (NGC).  Light  golden  peripheral 


toning . 450 

1906-0  EF-45 . 199 

1906-0  EF-40 . 175 

1906- S  EF-40.  Earthquake  year  coin . 199 

1907- D  AU-5 5  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 375 

1907-D  EF-45 . 185 

1907-D  EF-40 . 140 

1907-S  AU-50 . 675 


1908-D  AU-50.  Believe  it  or  not,  we’ve  purchased 
three  specimens  of  this  date,  mintmark,  and 


grade!  Buy  one  for  only . 325 

1908-0  EF-40 . 140 

1909  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 325 

1909  AU-55.  Brilliant . 345 

1910  MS-60.  Brilliant.  Rare  Philadelphia  Mint  is¬ 

sue.  Harder  to  find  in  Mint  State  than  in  Proof 
finish! . 625 

1911  AU-55  (PCGS).  Pale  golden  toning.  Nearly 

full  original  brilliance  and  frost . 350 

1912-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 825 

1 91 2-D  AU-50 . 325 


1913  MS-63  (PCGS).  Attractive  satiny  surfaces. 
A  gorgeous  example  of  this  highly  important 
date.  From  the  standpoint  of  business  strike 
Barber  half  dollars  from  the  Philadelphia 
Mint,  the  1913  in  Mint  State  is  an  awesome 
rarity  in  Mint  State.  And,  the  quality  of  this 


piece  is  really  wonderful .  1,595 

1913-D  AU-55 . 325 


—  To  Place  Your  Order  — 

Call  toll-free 

1-800-222-5993 

or  fax  us  at 

1-603-569-5319 
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UAIITDD  STATES  SILVER  COINS 


Magnificent  1913-S  Half  Dollar 


1913-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  rose  ton¬ 
ing.  A  magnificent  specimen  of  one  of  the  most 
desirable  issues  among  Barber  half  dollars  of  the 

20th  century. . 3,950 

1913-S  MS-63.  Brilliant.  Frosty  and  lustrous.  A 
splendid  specimen  of  this  low-mintage,  highly 
important  variety.  . 1,275 

1913- S  EF-40 . 195 

1914- S  EF-40 . 179 

1915  MS-63  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck,  brilliant  and 
lustrous.  Second  lowest  mintage  business  strike 
issue  in  the  entire  Barber  half  dollar  series.  1,950 

1915- D  AU-58.  Brilliant . 395 

1915-D  AU-55 . 375 

1915-S  AU-58 . 419 

Liberty  Wal kin"  Half  Dollars 

Liberty  Walking  half  dollars  are  among  the  most 
beautiful  of  all  American  coins.  Produced  in  1916 
as  part  of  a  general  redesign  of  the  American  silver 
series,  the  motif  was  by  highly  acclaimed  sculptor 
Adolph  Weinman  (who  also  designed  the  Mercury 
dime). 

Liberty  Walking  half  dollars  were  produced  inter¬ 
mittently  through  1933,  and  continuously  from 
that  point  through  1947.  The  series  can  be  conve¬ 
niently  divided  into  “early  ’  issues  1916-1929  and 
later  issues  1933-1947.  A  nice  way  to  collect  is  to 
obtain  as  many  as  possible  in  the  later  series,  none 
of  which  is  a  major  rarity.  In  fact,  in  such  attractive 
grades  as  MS-63  and  MS-64  many  of  them  can  be 
obtained  for  less  than  $100  each,  some  for  far  less. 
Once  your  set  of  these  is  well  underway,  you  can 
reach  backward  into  the  series  and  acquire  which¬ 
ever  grades  you  can  afford. 

Perhaps  no  better  testimonial  to  the  attractiveness 
of  this  design  can  be  given  than  to  recall  that  years 
later  in  1986,  when  the  Treasury  Department  was 
thinking  of  a  motif  for  its  silver  one-ounce  bullion 
coins,  it  could  do  no  better  than  to  bring  from  the 
past  this  beautiful  Liberty  Walking  design. 

We  invite  you  to  make  Bowers  and  Merena  Gal¬ 
leries  your  headquarters  for  Liberty  Walking  half 
dollars.  Whether  you  want  to  add  a  few  pieces  to 
your  existing  set,  or  begin  a  collection,  you’ve  come 
to  the  right  place. 

In  the  columns  to  follow,  check  our  selections 
carefully,  and  order  the  pieces  of  the  greatest  inter¬ 
est.  We  guarantee  you  will  be  delighted  with  our 
quality  and  value! 

1916  MS-65  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  with  brilliant 
satiny  lustre.  A  splendid  specimen  of  the  first 


year  of  the  design . 1,495 

1916-D  MS-64  (PGGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty. 
Popular  variety  with  obverse  mintmark  (as  al¬ 
ways  for  this  year) . 719 

1916-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 525 

1916-D  MS-62.  Brilliant . 325 


Gem  1916-S  50<t 


1916-S  MS-64  (NGC).  A  brilliant  and  lustrous 
specimen  of  the  scarcest  mintmark  issue  of 
the  year,  a  coin  hand-picked  for  quality  and 
value . 2,495 


Splendid  Mint  State  1916-S 


1916- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  splendid  specimen,  far 

nicer  than  usually  seen — hand-picked  for  its 
quality.  We  have  two  pieces  in  stock,  a  highly 
unusual  circumstance — but,  then,  if  we  had  the 
opportunity  to  buy  a  dozen  we  would!  Buy  this 
beautiful  gem  for  only . 2,495 

1917  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  light  golden 

peripheral  toning . 895 

1917  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light  toning. 

Another  attractive  example . 325 

1917  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 159 

1917  MS-62.  Brilliant . 135 

1917  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1 10 

1917  AU-50 . 65 

1917- D  Mintmark  on  obverse.  MS-63 

(PCGS).  Pale  champagne  iridescence  on 
frosty  surfaces.  Very  pleasing  from  an  aes¬ 
thetic  perspective .  1 ,095 

A  very  pleasing  specimen  from  a  numerical  viewpoint  as 
well  as  an  aesthetic  perspective,  a  winning  combination  of 
high  grade  and  low  (relatively  speaking)  price.  This  will  look 
great  in  your  collection! 

1917-D  Mintmark  on  obverse.  AU-58  (PCGS). 
Attractive  light  toning.  Very  lustrous  and  much 
above  average  in  sharpness.  Fully  equal  to  sev¬ 
eral  we’ve  seen  certified  as  Mint  State! Another 

find  from  our  recent  buying  trip . 595 

1917-D  Mintmark  on  reverse.  MS-62  (PCGS). 
Brilliant.  A  splendid  specimen  of  this  scarce 

early  issue . 1 ,325 

1917-S  Mintmark  on  obverse.  AU-50  (ANACS). 
Traditionally  one  of  the  scarcest  issues  among 


Liberty  Walking  half  dollars.  Elusive  in  all 

grades,  especially  so  at  higher  levels  . 1 ,195 

Your  editor  (QDB)  recalls  the  1950s  when  Liberty  Walk¬ 
ing  halt  dollars  were  very  plentiful  in  circulation,  indeed, 
constituted  the  majority  ot  half  dollars  seen.  After  finishing 
a  basic  set  of  these,  I  kept  an  eye  out  for  duplicates  that  might 
have  interest  or  value,  and  selected  specimens  of  the  1917-S 
on  obverse,  the  three  varieties  of  1921,  and  the  1938-D  as 
they  came  to  hand.  All  others  were  ignored.  Of  course,  the 
typical  piece  was  apt  to  be  well  worn. 

1917-S  Mintmark  on  obverse.  AU-50  (NGC).  A 
pleasing  specimen  of  this  scarce  type.  A  key  to 


the  series . 1,195 

1918  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Above  average 

strike.  Especially  deeply  frosty. . 1 ,350 

1918  AU-50 . . 280 


1918-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 
Not  often  do  we  have  the  chance  to  acquire  one 
of  this  grade  and  overall  attractiveness.  .  1,895 


Important  Mint  State  1919  50<f 


1919  MS-64  (PCGS).  Frosty  and  attractive.  Both 
surfaces  display  pale  champagne  iridescence. 
One  of  the  scarcest  Philadelphia  Mint  issues  at 
the  MS-64  level.  You’ll  like  this  coin!  ....3,650 


Mint  State  1919-D  50«f  Rarity 


1919-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous 
with  a  whisper  of  gorgeous  light  golden  toning. 
A  winning  quality  example  of  one  of  the  key 
issues  in  the  series.  This  delightful  1919-D  of¬ 
fers  a  pleasing  mid-point  between  high  quality 
and  low  price.  Here  is  the  coin  you’ve  been  wait¬ 
ing  for! . 5.995 

1919-S  EF-45  (ANACS).  Some  original  mint  lus¬ 
tre  remains  in  the  protected  areas.  One  of  the 

key  issues  in  the  series . 895 

1920  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 


Guaranteed  Authenticity 

When  you  place  an  order  with  Bowers 
and  Merena,  you  never  have  to  worry  if  a 
coin  isauthentic.  We  unconditionally  guar¬ 
antee  forever  that  every  item  we  sell  is 
authentic! 
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Choice  1920-S  Rarity 


1920-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Very  lustrous  and 
frosty  with  attractive  light  toning.  A  choice 
specimen  of  one  of  the  key  issues  in  the  series, 
a  rarity  in  this  combination  of  high  grade  and 
high  quality.  Another  find  for  the  discrimi¬ 
nating  buyer . 2,523 


Memorable  Mint  State  1921  Rarity 


1921  MS-62.  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  ton¬ 
ing.  Exceptionally  well  struck.  Important  as 
being  far  and  away  the  rarest  Philadelphia 
Mint  coin  in  the  series.  A  very  “special”  half 
dollar . 3,450 

In  the  half  dollar  series  in  1921,  low  production  fig¬ 
ures  were  registered  at  all  three  mints — Philadelphia,  Den¬ 
ver  and  San  Francisco.  In  this  year  of  economic  recession, 
few  collectors  had  the  inclination  or  money  to  set  aside 
quantities  of  this  large  denomination.  Thus,  the  survival  of 
a  Mint  State  piece  such  as  the  coin  offered  here  is  strictly  a 
matter  of  chance. 


Key  1921-D  Half  Dollar 


1921-D  AU-50.  Brilliant  with  a  generous  quotient 
of  original  lustre  remaining.  The  key  issue 
among  all  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars.  2,750 


1921-D  EF-40  (PCGS).  Low-mintage  issue;  pe¬ 
rennially  in  demand . 2,150 


Famous  1921-S  50C  Rarity 


1921-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning  over 
lustrous  surfaces.  This  is  the  key  issue  in  the 
entire  series.  Only  at  widely  separated  intervals 
do  we  ever  have  one  of  these  in  stock,  so  few  are 
there  available.  The  present  piece  is  another  find 
for  the  advanced  buyer,  a  special  coin  to  fill  that 
special  space . 21,950 

Elusive  1921-S  Half  Dollar 


1921-S  EF-40  (PCGS).  Some  lustre  is  still  seen. 
Elusive  issue  in  any  and  all  grades;  rarest  of  the 
three  varieties  of  this  year,  although  it  does  not 
have  the  lowest  mintage . 4,650 


Attractive  1923-S  Half  Dollar 


1923-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  peripheral 
toning  around  brilliant,  frosty  surfaces.  This  is 
an  attractive  example  of  the  issue  with  a  typical 
strike . 3,895 

1927- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Selected  by  us 

on  our  recent  buying  trip,  this  1927-S  is  one  of 
the  finest  in  existence  at  this  grade  level.  A  great 
find  for  the  buyer  seeking  an  ideal  combination 
of  high  grade,  attractive  appearance,  and  rea¬ 
sonable  price . 1,950 

1928- S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  1,950 

1928- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  1,950 

1929- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  gem  that  of¬ 

fers  “much  coin  for  the  money”  at  the  MS-64 
level,  as  it  is  just  a  tad  below  the  quality  of  an 
MS-65.  And,  add  to  this  the  fact  that  it  is  a  tar 
above  average  strike,  and  you  have  a  true  value 
for  only . 1 .495 

1929-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous 
with  a  whisper  of  golden  toning . 1,075 


1929-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  attractive 
with  beautiful  light  toning  around  the  bor¬ 


der . 695 

1929-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1933-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 995 


1  he  1933-S  half  dollar  makes  an  ideal  jumping-oft  point 
for  a  set  ol  middle  to  late  date  Liberty  Walking  pieces.  From 
1933-S  to  the  end  of  the  series  in  1947,  there  are  no  great 
rarities,  although  a  number  of  pieces  are  elusive.  In  grades 
such  as  MS-63,  all  are  eminently  affordable,  the  same  being 
true  in  MS-64  and  M-65,  except  lor  just  a  lew  early  dates. 


1933- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 995 

1934  MS-65.  Brilliant . 365 

1934  MS-63.  Brilliant . 88 

1934- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 825 

1934-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 399 

1934-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  lustre  subdued  bv 

pale  lilac  toning.  Very  attractive  overall . 399 

1934-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 239 

1934-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1,330 

1934- S  MS-63.  A  lustrous,  attractive  specimen  of 

this  scarce  branch  mint  issue . 650 

1935  MS-63.  Brilliant . 60 

1935  AU-58 . 3S 

1935- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 325 

1935-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 250 

1935-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 695 

1935-S  AU-50.  Brilliant . 95 


1936  Proof  Rarity 


1936  Proof-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  A 
splendid  specimen  of  the  rarest  of  the  Proofs  in 
the  Liberty  Walking  half  dollar  series.  Featured 


on  our  cover  . 3,950 

Proof  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars  were  made  from  1 936 
through  1 942  inclusive. 

1936-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 365 

1936-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 1 15 

1936-S  MS-65  Brilliant . 465 

1936- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 259 

1937  Proof-63.  Brilliant . 625 

1937  MS-65  Brilliant . 210 

1937  MS-63.  Brilliant . 53 

1937- D  MS-65  Brilliant . 449 

1937-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 409 

1 937-  S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 185 

1938  MS-65.  Brilliant . 325 

1938  MS-63.  Brilliant . 105 

1938  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 90 

1938  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 90 

1938- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 519 

A  kev  issue  of  the  era,  the  kiwcst  mintage  hall  dollar  of  the 
1930s. 

1938-D  AU-55.  Brilliant . 308 

1938-D  AU-50 . 265 

1938-D  AU-50  (ANACS) . 26S 

1938-D  EF-40 . 109 
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UNITED  STATUS  SILVER  COINS 


1939  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 550 

1939  AU-50 . 28 

1939-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 140 


It  you  are  assembling  a  collection  of  Liberty  Walking 
half  dollars  by  date  and  mintmark  variety,  our  selection  in 
this  issue  will  at  once  offer  you  high  quality  and  value  and 
will  save  you  a  lot  ot  time  shopping.  Call  Gail  Watson  right 
now,  and  before  you  know  it,  your  package  will  arrive  in  your 


mailbox  and  this  sparkling  gem  will  dazzle  you. 

1939-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 50 

1939- D  AU-50 . 30 

1940  MS-65.  Brilliant . 129 

1940- S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 379 

1940- S  AU-50.  Brilliant . 18 

1941  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 359 

1941  MS-65.  Brilliant . 95 

1941  MS-64.  Brilliant . 52 

1941  MS-63.  Brilliant . 38 

1941  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 27 

194 1- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 115 

1941-D  AU-58.  Brilliant . 30 

194 1-D  AU-55 . 28 

1941-D  AU-50.  Brilliant . 22 

1941-S  MS-64.  Brilliant.  One  of  the  scarcer  issues 

of  the  era . 189 

1941-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 105 

1941-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 79 

1941-S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 69 

1941-S  AU-55.  Brilliant . 38 

1941-S  AU-50.  Brilliant . 33 

1942  Proof-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 350 

1942  MS-65.  Brilliant . 95 


The  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  inventory  of  Liberty 
Walking  half  dollars  is  unsurpassed  in  quality  by  any  other 
of  which  we  are  aware.  When  Dave  Bowers,  Mark  Borckardt, 
and  Ray  Merena  buy  for  our  stock,  they  are  very  “fussy,” 
often  bypassing  several  coins  to  buy  just  one  that  pleases  our 
discriminating  eye.  If  you  are  building  a  high-quality  collec¬ 
tion  of  these  beautiful  coins,  please  review  our  selection  care¬ 


fully. 

1942  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1942  MS-63.  Brilliant . 38 

1942  AU-55 . 19 

1942-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 160 

1942-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 92 

1942-D  MS-62.  Brilliant . 50 

1942-D  AU-50 . 25 

1942-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 465 

1942-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1943  MS-65.  Brilliant . 95 


This  is  as  good  a  place  as  any  to  suggest  that  you  have 
some  second  choices  in  mind  when  you  telephone,  fax,  or 
mail  your  order.  We  only  have  one  of  these  half  dollars  in 
stock  at  present,  even  though  it  is  not  a  rare  or  even  scarce 
date.  Our  advice  is  to  order  as  soon  as  you  look  through  this 
issue,  and  when  ordering  to  have  some  second  choices  in  mind 
(which  will  only  be  used  if  the  first  items  requested  have 


been  sold  earlier). 

1943  MS-63.  Brilliant . 38 

1943  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 37 

1943  MS-61.  Brilliant . 35 

1943  AU-55 . 15 

1943-D  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 245 

1943-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 66 

1943-D  MS-62.  Brilliant . 55 

1943-D  MS-60.  Brilliant . 53 

1943-D  AU-50 . 27 

1  943- S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  delicate 
golden  toning . 750 


1943-S  MS-65.  Brilliant.  II  you  are  enjoying  build¬ 
ing  a  collection  of  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars, 
this  issue  offers  many  opportunities.  We  spend 
a  lot  of  time  cherrypicking  such  pieces  for  our 
inventory,  to  assure  an  excellent  combination  of 


numerical  grade  and  aesthetic  appeal . 465 

1943-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 45 

1943- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 40 

1944  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1 10 

1944  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1944  AU-58.  Brilliant . 19 

1944- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1 10 

1944-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 64 

1944-D  AU-50 . 26 

1944-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 550 

1944-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 66 

1944-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 41 

1944-S  MS-61  (PCGS) . 38 

1944- S  AU-55.  Brilliant . 29 

1945  MS-65.  Brilliant . 97 

1945  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1945  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

1945  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 31 

1945  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1945- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 97 

1945-D  MS-62.  Brilliant . 35 

1945-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 140 

1945- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 38 

1946  MS-65.  Brilliant . 139 

1946  MS-65  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 139 

1946- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 95 

1946-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 38 

1946-D  MS-63.  Brilliant.  Roll  of  20  for . 725 

1946-D  MS-60 . 25 

1946-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 294 

1946- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 41 

1947  MS-65.  Brilliant . 169 

1947  AU-58.  Brilliant . 27 

1947- D  MS-65.  Brilliant.  The  last  listing  in  one  of 

the  nicest  offerings  you  will  ever  see  in  the  Lib¬ 
erty  Walking  half  dollar  series . 110 


Liberty  Walking 
Half  Dollars 


In  this  "grid”  section  we  offer  coins  certified  by 
PCGS  and  NGC  in  grades  of  MS-63,  MS-64,  and 
MS-65  (other  grades  and  coins  are  listed  earlier, 
separately).  These  are  high-quality  coins,  hand-se¬ 
lected  by  Dave  Bowers,  Mark  Borckardt,  and  Ray 
Merena  to  be  of  Premium  Quality,  and  are  brilliant 
or  with  attractive,  light,  natural  toning.  Smart  col¬ 
lectors  everywhere — and  dealers  buying  for  their 
clients — make  Bowers  and  Merena  their  headquar¬ 
ters  for  Liberty  Walking  halves.  Let  us  help  YOU 
with  YOUR  collection.  Now  is  the  time  to  start  or 


add  to  your  collection  of  this,  one  of  the  most  beau¬ 
tiful  of  all  American  coin  designs. 


VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1934 

$88 

$109 

$365 

1934-D 

239 

399 

825 

1934-S 

650 

1330 

2995 

1935 

60 

84 

325 

1935-D 

250 

325 

1150 

1935-S 

695 

1936 

.  149 

1936-D 

115 

140 

365 

1936-S 

259 

465 

1937 

69 

1937-D 

195 

449 

1937-S 

250 

409 

1938 

140 

325 

1938-D 

519 

599 

910 

1939 

140 

1939-D 

66 

140 

1939-S 

149 

235 

1940 

129 

1940-S 

42 

76 

379 

1941 

38 

52 

95 

1941-D 

45 

1941-S 

105 

1942 

38 

45 

95 

1942-D 

62 

92 

160 

1942-S 

45 

76 

465 

1943 

38 

45 

95 

1943-D 

66 

90 

140 

1943-S 

45 

74 

465 

1944 

35 

45 

1944-D 

45 

64 

1944-S 

41 

66 

550 

1945 

35 

45 

97 

1945-D 

38 

45 

97 

1945-S 

38 

45 

140 

1946 

45 

139 

1946-D 

38 

95 

1946-S 

41 

97 

1947 

38 

45 

169 

1 947-D 

110 

Franklin  Hall  Hollars 

We  offer  a  comprehensive  selection  of  1948-1963 
Franklin  half  dollars  including  many  beautiful 
Mint  State  and  Proof  specimens.  Use  our  listing  to 
start  a  collection  or  to  add  to  one  you  already  have. 
You’ll  like  our  quality! 

1948  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 165 

1949-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195 

1949-D  MS-63  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 90 

1949-D  MS-63.  Brilliant.  We  have  bought  a  large 
number  of  high-quality  Franklin  half  dollars 
recently,  with  the  result  that  this  listing  is  one  of 
the  most  comprehensive  we’ve  ever  offered.  43 
1950  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 4”3 
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1950  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 289 

1950  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 259 

1950  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1950- D  MS-63  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 55 

1951  Proof-67  (NGC) . 995 

1951  Proof-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 345 

1951  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  cameo . 215 

1951  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 215 

1951- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 29 

1952  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 105 

1952- D  MS-63  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 25 

1953- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 14 

1954  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . SS 

1954- D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 225 

1954-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 145 

1954-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1954-S  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 125 

1954-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 20 

1957  MS-63.  Brilliant . 12 

1958-D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 

1958-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35 

1958- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 12 

1959  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1959  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 99 

1959- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 135 

1961  MS-65  (NGCV,  Brilliant . 250 

1961  MS-65  (PCGS)’.  Brilliant . 250 

1961  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 95 

1963  Prool-65.  Brilliant . 14 

1963  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1963-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 85 

1963-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 


Silver  Dollars 

Silver  dollars  have  long  been  a  specialty  at  Bow¬ 
ers  and  Merena  Galleries,  and  over  the  years  we 
have  helped  form  many  of  the  finest  collections 
ever  assembled.  The  present  listing  includes  a  wide 
selection  ranging  from  early  issues  through  Liberty 
Seated,  Morgan,  and  Peace  type — something  for 
every  interest,  for  every  want  list,  for  every  budget. 

Use  this  listing  to  add  to  your  collection,  or  to 
start  one.  We  guarantee  you’ll  be  delighted  with  our 
quality  and  value! 

IMai)t‘il  liiisl  Do  1 1  ills 


1795  Bowers  Borckardt-51,  Bolender-14.  VF-30 

(PCGS).  First  year  and  very  first  die  variety  of 
the  Draped  Bust  design  in  American  coinage. 
Motif  by  famous  artist  Gilbert  Stuart;  modeled 
by  a  Newport,  RI,  beauty. . 2, 1 50 


1795  BB-52,  B-15.  VF-35  (PCGS) . 2,295 


Pleasing  (and  Rare)  1796  $1 


1796  BB-61,  B-4.  Small  Date,  Large  Letters. 
EF-40.  Attractive  light  gray  toning  with  some 
traces  of  original  mint  lustre.  A  very  pleasing 
example  of  this  rare  issue . 3,595 

Liberty  Seated  Dollars 

As  a  class,  Liberty  Seated  silver  dollars  are  quite 
elusive,  with  even  the  most  “common"  date  (such 
as  1847  and  1871)  being  quite  scarce  in  compari¬ 
son  to  later  dollars  in  the  Morgan  and  Peace  series. 
And  yet,  except  for  just  a  handful  of  rarities,  Lib¬ 
erty  Seated  dollars  are  quite  affordable.  The 
present  offering  commences  with  the  first  year  of 
issue,  1840,  and  continues  through  the  early 
1870s,  offering  along  the  way  many  interesting 
pieces. 

1840  AU-53  (PCGS).  Nicely  patinated  sur¬ 
faces .  895 

First  year  of  issue  of  the  Liberty  Seated  silver  dollar.  Quite 
scarce  in  all  grades,  particularly  at  higher  levels.  Whenever 
we  see  a  “nice”  1840  silver  dollar,  we  buy  it,  assuming  the 
price  is  right.  Enjoy  the  present  selection! 

1840  AU-50.  Happiness  is  having  several  different 
1840  dollars  in  stock;  this  is  one  of  our  favorite 
dates  in  the  series . 750 


Discover  Bowers  and  Merena! 

If  you  like  QUALITY  coins,  as  we  do, 
and  you  want  excellent  VALUE  for  your 
money,  discover  Bowers  and  Merena  Gal¬ 
leries  by  placing  a  trial  order  today.  Do 
this,  and  you’ll  be  a  client  for  many  years. 
In  fact,  many  of  our  clients  have  been  with 
us  since  we  started  our  business  in  the 
1950s. 


1840  AU-50  (PCI).  The  1840  Liberty  Seated  dol¬ 
lar  in  high  grades  (AU  or  finer)  is  quite  a  bit 
rarer  than  current  catalogues  reflect,  in  our 
opinion . 750 

1842  AU-53  (PCGS).  Intermingled  pink  and 
champagne  iridescence,  with  most  of  the  origi¬ 
nal  mint  lustre  still  surviving . 650 

1842  EF-40 . 295 

1843  EF-45 . 375 


Remarkable  1846-0  Dollar 


1846-0  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  delicate 
golden  toning.  A  remarkable  specimen  of  an 
issue  which,  when  seen,  is  usually  found  well 
worn.  Definitely  in  the  top  1%  or  2%  of 
known  specimens.  The  connoisseur  and  spe¬ 
cialist  will  appreciate  this  beauty.  .  2,595 

In  1 846  there  was  no  interest  in  saving  silver  or  gold 
issues  of  the  New  Orleans  Mint,  and  all  pieces  escaped  into 
circulation.  The  1846-0,  the  first  mintmarked  silver  dollar 
ever  issued,  is  somewhat  scarce  in  all  grades,  but  particularly 
so  in  any  grade  of  EF  or  finer. 

Marvelous  Gem  Proof  1856  $1 


1856  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  superb  gem  specimen, 
one  of  the  very  finest  in  existence  of  this  two- 
way  rarity.  First,  as  a  date  the  1  856  is  one  of 
the  most  elusive  in  the  entire  Liberty  Seated 
series.  Nearly  all  business  strikes  were  melted 
or  exported.  Even  an  AU  would  be  a  major 
rarity,  and  a  Mint  State  coin  would  be  a  land¬ 
mark.  Second,  Proofs  were  struck  in  limited 
numbers  for  collectors — just  a  few  dozen  coins 
in  all.  Of  these,  the  present  specimen  is  one  of 
the  very  finest  to  survive.  Surfaces  are  toned 
light  gold  over  deep  mirror  background.  The 
strike  is  needle  sharp.  If  you  offered  to  pay 
twice  our  price,  we  doubt  it  you  could  find 
this  coin’s  equal.  A  gem  that  will  grace  the  Fin¬ 
est  cabinet  of  silver  dollars.  Your  satisfaction  is 
guaranteed! .  29,8'5 
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ceived  a  few  years  ago  from  a  company  selling 
curtains.  It  said  something  like  this:  “Can’t  you 
imagine  how  beautiful  Box  1224,  Wolfeboro, 
would  be  with  our  curtains  in  the  window?” 
And  then  we  regularly  receive  letters  to  “Dear 
Mr.  Galleries.” 


News  and  Notes 
From  Around  the  World 


FAIR  FARE?  It  costs  about  $500  to  fly  between  Albany, 
NY,  and  Buffalo  in  the  same  state,  a  250-mile  flight;  for  the 
same  price  one  can  fly  to  Europe! 

m  m  u 

TRYING  TO  PUT  a  worn  dollar  bill  into  a  vending  ma¬ 
chine  is  like  trying  to  shoot  a  game  of  pool  using  a  rope.  (Jim 
Clayton,  Union  Leader) 

m  u  a 

MAIRZY  DOATS  DE¬ 
PARTMENT:  In  a  recent  col¬ 
umn,  Dave  Barry  mused  upon 
the  logic,  or  lack  thereof,  in  cer¬ 
tain  modern  songs,  noting  in  one 
instance  that  Steve  Miller,  in 
“Take  the  Money  and  Run,”  in 
one  verse  rhymes  such  words  and 
phrases  as  1  exas,  facts  is, 
justice,  and  taxes. 

mum 

WHAT’S  IN  A  NAME?:  In 

Washington,  DC,  the  Watergate 
Hotel,  which  is  a  different  build- 
ing  and  place  from  the 
Watergate  office  complex  that 
figured  25  years  ago  in  the 
Watergate  scandal,  is  nonetheless 
celebrating  its  own  anniversary  of 
that  event,  with  special  room 
packages,  commemorative  items, 
and  souvenirs. 

a  ■  ■ 

AMENITIES  IN  THE  AN¬ 
CIENT  WORLD:  King  Herod’s  palace  had  a  large  indoor 
swimming  pool.  ( Newsweek ,  July  1997).  Julius  Caesar  wrote 
with  a  pencil  (if  we  are  to  believe  a  notation  in  an  April  16, 
1873,  catalogue  of  numismatic  and  other  items  owned  by 
Mrs.  DeH.  Hazard,  sold  through  Robert  Somerville,  which 
described  a  “pencil  found  in  Caesar’s  palace.  ”) 

m  m  m 

WRONG  WAY  TO  START:  We  recently  received  a  com¬ 
puter  form  letter  from  the  Harvard  Business  Review  which 
began  with  this  sentence:  “Your  career  isn’t  about  money,  is 
it?  I  don’t  think  so.  It’s  about  something  deeper.”  I  his  com¬ 
puter  letter  brought  to  mind  another  computer  letter  we  re- 


THE  LATEST  NEWS  FROM  1944:  “In 

Syracuse,  NY,  Rudolph  Bassio  was  picked  up 
near  a  dockside  rail  yard  by  a  Navy  shore  patrol 
on  suspicion  of  being  AWOL.  Bassio  was  re¬ 
leased  only  after  he  convinced  interrogators  that 
his  uniform  was  a  regulation  Sea  Scout  outfit 
from  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America.”  Another,  “A 
US  paratrooper  named  Herbert  Sather  landed 
safely  during  the  Normandy  invasion  but  had  to 
be  evacuated  back  to  England  after  he  was  in¬ 
jured  when  a  cow  fell  into  his  foxhole.”  (Submitted  by  reader 
Gordon  Pedersen) 

ag  m  m 

IT  SEEMS  THAT  in  the  jewelry  and  gem  business,  entre¬ 
preneurs  are  trade-marking  fancy  names  for  otherwise  ordinary 
crystals  and  other  items,  to  make  them  more  appealing  to  buy¬ 
ers,  particularly  to  women 
shoppers  for  jewelry.  Of  course, 
this  has  its  counterpart  in  other 
areas  of  endeavor.  We  recall 
that  kiwi  fruit  once  went  under 
some  other  name  before  it  was 
marketed.  In  coins,  such  non¬ 
copyrighted  terms  as  “cameo,” 
“presentation,”  and  “gem"  can 
enhance  the  sales  appeal  of  a 
piece,  whereas  the  term  “re¬ 
strike”  is  usually  avoided. 
Speaking  of  restrikes,  the  US 
Mint  in  recent  years  has  re¬ 
struck  many  coins  simply  by 
continuing  to  mint  them  after 
the  date  on  the  dies  expired. 
Similarly,  it  regularly  pre¬ 
strikes  coins,  such  as  making 
1997  Proof  sets  beginning  in 
the  calendar  year  1996.  In 
1990,  the  American  Numis¬ 
matic  Association  came  up 
with  the  cute  term  reminting 
when  it  had  some  of  its  medals 
restruck.  (Gem  trademark  in¬ 
formation  from  Colored  Stone  magazine) 

m  m  sa 

A  MARKET  COMMENTARY  was  provided  by  a  recent 
article  by  Jon  Friedman,  of  the  Bloomberg  News  Service, 
printed  in  the  Chicago  Tribune.  “Time  is  right  for  investing  in 
rare  coins,”  the  headline  read,  continuing  that  “with  prices  near 
their  lows  and  rebounding,  it  is  an  opportune  time  for  collec¬ 
tors  who  are  just  getting  started.”  (Copy  sent  to  us  by  Dorm 
Pearlman) 

■  ■  ■ 

FOR  MANY  YEARS  quite  a  few  people  have  been  poking 
through  graveyards  here  in  New  England,  trying  to  decipher  old 
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inscriptions,  tombstone  engravings,  and  the  like — many  of  which  date 
back  200  or  300  years.  Now  comes  the  news  via  the  Wall  Street  Journal 
that  "graveyards  have  become  prime  tourist  turf,"  and  that,  for  example, 
3,100  people  toured  Cleveland’s  Lakeview  Cemetery  last  year  (an  in¬ 
crease  from  only  120  tourists  as  recently  as  10  years  ago).  Although  it 
wasn’t  mentioned  in  the  article,  anyone  who  has  ever  lived  in  Southern 
California  (including  your  editor  for  13  years  of  his  life)  knows  that  cem¬ 
etery  tours  have  long  been  popular  there,  with  Forest  Lawn  organizing 
all  sorts  of  events.  Ffowever,  at  Forest  Lawn  there  are  no  raised  tomb¬ 
stones  to  investigate,  and  in  any  event,  all  of  the  graves  are  modern — not 
much  history  there  unless  you  are  looking  for  movie  stars. 

CONGRATULATIONS  to  Numismatic  News  columnist  Alan 
Flerbert  for  winning  the  Clemy  Award,  the  highest  honor  given  by  the 
Numismatic  Literary  Guild.  Alan  is 
one  of  those  people  who  knows  about 
1 0,000  facts  about  1 ,000  different  sub¬ 
jects,  meaning  that  he  never  runs  out  of 
things  to  write  about. 

PAUL  GILKES,  who  edits  my 
“Joys  of  Collecting’’  column  for  Coin 
World,  also  took  hqme  an  award  for  an 
article  he  did  which  unearthed  some 
unpublished  “stuff’  behind  the  scenes 
at  the  Bureau  of  the  Mint. 

STRANGE  THINGS  are  going  on 
between  the  American  government  and 
the  Nixon  Library.  “The  Nixon  Library 
opened  in  1990  with  the  unique  dis¬ 
tinction  of  having  no  original  presiden¬ 
tial  documents,’’  according  to  a  recent 
article  in  The  Manuscript  Society  News. 

Not  to  worry,  the  Nixon  estate  was 
paid  “$26  million  in  compensation  for 
the  records’’  (this  seems  a  bit  strange — 
one  would  think  that  the  American 
people  already  owned  them?),  and  that 
they  are  now  in  the  process  of  being 
moved  to  the  record-less  library.  However,  scholarship  is  apt  to  pro¬ 
duce  inaccurate  results,  for  example,  “the  'smoking  gun’  tape  that 
forced  Nixon’s  resignation,  for  instance,  was  heavily  edited  when  it  was 
played  for  visitors  at  the  Nixon  Library’s  opening.”  Let’s  face  it — al¬ 
though  I  am  a  staunch  Republican,  Richard  Nixon,  indeed,  was  a 
crook  and  a  liar,  and  the  government  should  stop  trying  to  cover  up 
his  actions. 

RHYTHMIC  TITLE:  In  1 969  Western  Michigan  University  pub¬ 
lished  a  book  by  Willis  Dunbar,  Kalamazoo  and  How  It  Grew. 

ELECTION  2000  NEWS:  Here  in  New  Hampshire  the  presiden¬ 
tial  election  for  the  year  2000  is  beginning  to  stir.  As  the  first-in-the- 
nation  primary  location,  our  state  swarms  with  presidential  hopefuls 
every  four  years.  However,  the  race  for  the  White  House  in  2000  is 
shaping  up  to  be  a  particularly  interesting  contest.  Democratic  V.P.  A1 
Gore  is  not  a  shoo-in  and  will  probably  have  some  competition;  he  s 
coming  to  our  state  soon  to  address  a  conference  at  Dartmouth  Col¬ 


lege.  On  the  Republican  side  there  are  no  front  runners  at  all  yet.  Re¬ 
cently  (in  August),  Lamar  Alexander  came  to  New  Hampshire  to  host 
a  free  lobster  bake  for  1 ,100  people,  which  must  have  cost  someone  a 
pretty  penny.  Steve  Forbes  has  been  here  once  so  far  this  year  and  is 
scheduled  to  give  a  forum  at  the  University  of  New  Hampshire  on 
September  25.  Others  are  waiting  to  see  what  such  familiar  names  as 
Jack  Kemp,  George  W.  Bush  (son  of  the  president),  Colin  Powell,  Pat 
Buchanan,  or  even  Dan  Quayle  will  do.  (Manchester  Union  Leader) 
As  presidential  primary  time  nears,  Wolfeboro  typically  swarms  with 
candidates — lots  of  fun,  and  an  education  for  the  younger  set  who  can 
watch  the  democratic  process  at  work  at  its  most  fundamental  level. 

HOMONYMS:  A  recent  article  in  USA  Today  told  of  Microsoft 
taking  a  bite  of  Apple,  when  it  made  an  investment  in  the  computer 

manufacturer.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
Manchester  (NH)  Union  Leader  had  it 
more  cleverly  as  taking  a  “bvte  out  of 
Apple." 

THE  MORE  THINGS  CHANGE 

the  more  they  are  the  same.  A  recent  is¬ 
sue  of  Harper's  Bazaar  noted  that  hand- 
pushed  lawn  mowers  are  very  “trendy” 
this  year  and,  like  martinis  and  cigars,  are 
making  a  strong  comeback.  Wonder  if 
buggy  whips  will  be  next? 

SPEAKING  OF  CIGARS,  why  is  it 

that  they  have  a  “good  image”  now, 
while  cigarettes  and  cigarette  advertising 
( e.g .,  Joe  Camel)  are  out  of  favor?  And, 
beer  is  “in,”  what  with  dozens  of 
microbreweries  offering  their  products, 
etc.,  while  hard  liquor  is  “out,”  especially 
with  regard  to  broadcast  advertising. 

WRITE  IT,  don’t  say  it,  or  it  might 
be  confusing:  A  column  in  Numismatic 
News  is  titled  Paper  View,  and  deals  with 
paper  money,  such  as  a  recent  article  by 
Paul  M.  Green  about  large-size  $50  notes.  On  the  other  hand,  pay-per- 
view  is  not  numismatic  at  all  but  has  to  do  with  paying  for  movies  on 
premium  television  channels.  1  his  reminds  us  that  isle  of  view,  ol¬ 
ive  view,  and  “1  love  you  all  sound  somewhat  alike. 

CLIFF  MISHLER  recently  reported  that  while  on  a  trip  to  the 
small  town  of  Tampere,  Finland,  he  found  a  “nearly  four-inch  diam¬ 
eter  silver  foil-wrapped  Ike  dollar  chocolate  coin  among  the  offerings 
on  a  confectionery  counter.”  Not  said  was  whether  Cliff  ate  the  item 
or  added  it  to  his  collection!  Among  the  professional  numismatists  and 
writers  of  our  acquaintance,  few  enjoy  the  hobby  as  much  as  Cliff  does. 
He  really  becomes  involved,  and  just  about  anything  in  the  world 
around  him  can  be  connected  with  a  coin  story. 

MOST  OBSCURE  ITEM  noted  recently  in  a  sale  listing:  “Proceed¬ 
ings  at  the  Dedication  of  the  E.L.  Bartlett  Statue  presented  by  the  State 
of  Alaska  in  the  Rotunda  of  the  United  States  t  Capital,  Washington,  DC. 
April  21,  1871."  $35  (offered  in  a  catalogue  by  Parmer  Books). 
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Choice  Mint  State  1859  $1 


1859  MS-63  (PCGS).  Very  lustrous  and  brilliant. 
In  true  Mint  State  condition,  this  is  one  of  the 
rarest  dates  of  the  entire  Liberty  Seated  series 
and  is  very  much  underrated . 4,950 

Beautiful,  Choice  1859-0  $1 


1859-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  satiny  surfaces. 
A  beautiful  and  very  choice  example.  You’ll  ap¬ 


preciate  the  quality!  . 2,850 

1859-0  AU-53  (NGC) . 525 

1860  AU-58  (NGC) . 1,095 


Mint  State  1860-0  Dollar 


1860-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Most  probably  from  the 
Treasury  hoard  of  this  variety,  most  examples 
from  which  have  been  widely  scattered.  2,650 
Most  Treasury  hoard  pieces  were  very  “baggy.”  The 
present  specimen,  while  having  enough  bagmarks  to  merit 
the  MS-63  grade,  is  nicer  than  about  90%  of  the  Treasury 
pieces  and,  thus,  is  a  prize  for  the  quality-conscious  buyer. 

1860-0  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,350 


Gem  Proof  1863  Rarity 


1863  Proof-64  (NGC).  Light  champagne  and 
blue  toning  over  deep  mirror  surfaces.  One  of 


the  finest  we’ve  ever  offered  of  this  highly 
prized  date.  The  1 863  is  a  rarity  in  any  and  all 
grades .  6,350 


Splendid  Mint  State  1863  $1 


1863  MS-63  (NGC).  Satiny  lustre  on  obverse  and 
reverse.  Sharply  struck  and  very  well  detailed.  A 
magnificent  specimen  of  a  Liberty  Seated  silver 
dollar  issue  that  is  very  rare  in  Mint  State,  and 
even  more  elusive  at  the  high  level  here  pre¬ 
sented.  A  find  for  the  connoisseur  and  special¬ 
ist . 6,650 

While  Proofs  of  the  late  1850s  and  1860s  were  sold  to 
collectors  to  preserve  with  varying  degrees  of  care  and  cus¬ 
todianship,  Mint  State  pieces  were  not  deliberately  set  aside, 
and  the  survival  today  of  pieces  such  as  this  beautiful  1863 
is  strictly  a  matter  of  chance.  Thus,  for  all  dates  choice  Mint 
State  coins  are  far  rarer  than  equivalent  Proofs. 

1863  AU-55.  Delightful  gold  and  lilac  toning, 

with  most  of  the  original  lustre  still  surviv¬ 
ing.  A  rarity  in  all  business  strike  grade  lev¬ 
els . 1,795 

1864  VF-35.  A  rarity  in  this  grade.  Indeed,  a  VF- 
35  1864  silver  dollar  is  at  least  several  hundred 
times  rarer  than  a  VF  1893-S  Morgan  dollar! 
Talk  about  value!  One  of  hundreds  of  desirable 
silver  dollars  from  our  recent  buying  trip.  525 

1865  AU-53.  A  highly  prized  rarity  in  this  grade  (and 

just  about  any  other  grade,  too).  Nearly  all  high- 
grade  pieces  on  the  market  are  Proofs;  AU  and 
Mint  State  business  strikes  are  rarities . 1,450 

1870  EF-45 . 315 

1870-CC  EF-45.  First  of  the  Carson  City  silver 
dollars,  and  one  of  the  most  popular  issues  in 
the  Liberty  Seated  series.  A  pleasing  coin  with 
light  silver  gray  surfaces . 1,350 


Glittering  Proof-63  1871  $1 


The  devices  are  sharp  and  frosty  and  the  Fields 
are  glittering  mirrors.  Ideal  for  either  a  type  or 
date  sei . 2,850 


Collecting:  A  Key  to  Mental  Health 


Dr.  Dean  Miltmore  of  the  New  York  State 
Department  of  Mental  Hygiene  commented: 

“As  a  coin  collector  in  a  modest  way,  my 
observations,  while  attending  those  who  are 
seriously  ill  mentally,  may  be  of  some  interest 
to  your  readers.  In  the  course  of  years  I  have 
seen  a  thousand  cases,  (not  all  in  institutions) 
and  I  have  yet  to  see  or  hear  ofa  single  one  who 
was  even  an  indifferent  collector  of  coins  or  of 
other  objects  of  collectors  interest. 

“As  for  the  practical  application  of  this 
fact,  collecting  can  hardly  be  used  as  a  means 
of  treatment  for  those  actually  in  a  mental 
institution;  there  the  emphasis  for  the  conva¬ 
lescents  is  principally  on  manual  training.  But 
for  the  average  person,  with  the  cares  and 
worries  of  everyday  life,  a  collector’s  hobby 
(coins,  stamps,  or  something  of  the  sort) 
should  have  a  definite  place  in  mental  hy¬ 
giene.  This  of  course  does  not  exclude  other 
recreations,  such  as  nature  study,  out-of-door 
sports,  and  scouting  for  instance.  When 


evening  comes,  I  know  of  nothing  better  to 
get  one’s  thoughts  off  his  troubles,  real  or 
imaginary,  and  to  compose  his  mind  for  sleep, 
than  an  hour  or  so  with  his  coins. 

“This  need  not  be  an  expensive  hobby;  it 
may  be  much  less  so  than  the  theatre.  A  coin 
need  not  be  rare — the  eagle  cent  of  1 857  is  as 
interesting  as  that  of  1856.  A  coin  need  not  be 
in  fine  condition.  For  the  purpose  under 
discussion,  an  ancient  bronze  that  requires  an 
hour  or  so  to  remove  the  corrosion  and  bring 
out  the  inscription  may  be  better  than  one 
that  needs  no  such  treatment.  If  successful,  it 
gives  a  splendid  thrill.  It  is  good  mental  hy¬ 
giene.  . .  The  cares  that  infest  the  day  shall  fold 
their  tents  like  the  Arabs,  and  as  silently  steal 
away. 

“Essay  on  Snakes  in  Ireland — There  are 
no  snakes  in  Ireland.  Essay  on  Numismatics 
and  Insanity — Coin  collectors  do  not  be¬ 
come  insane.” 

{  The  Numismatist,  November  1945) 
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IHmoan  Hollins 

Morgan  dollars  are  fascinating  to  collect,  and  at 
today’s  market  prices  and  with  the  famous  Bowers 
and  Merena  quality,  the  present  listing  offers  many 
opportunities,  including,  many  pieces  from  our 
recent  buying  trips  and  other  purchases. 

Minted  from  1878  through  1921,  Morgan  dol¬ 
lars  comprise  nearly  100  dates,  mintmarks,  and 
truly  major  varieties.  Remarkably,  the  majority  of 
these  can  be  purchased  in  Mint  State  for  less  than 
several  hundred  dollars  a  coin,  and  some  of  them 
are  below  $100  or  even  below  $50 — and  this  is  for 
choice  pieces!  No  wonder  they  are  so  popular. 

In  this  issue  we  offer  a  virtually  complete  selec¬ 
tion.  Each  coin  has  been  hand  picked  for  its  qual¬ 
ity,  and  is  priced  to  be  a  good  value.  If  Morgan 
dollars  are  your  specialty,  you  will  be  delighted  with 
our  quality  and  the  value  for  the  price  paid.  We 
guarantee  it! 

Our  listings  are  in  two  formats — individual  de¬ 
scriptions  as  well  as  a  "grid"  for  easy  reference.  The 
two  listings  are  somewhat  different,  so  be  sure  to 
check  both. 


1878  8  Tailfeathers.  MS-64,  proof  like  (PCGS). 
Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  light  golden  periph¬ 
eral  toning . 315 

1878  Doubled  Tailfeathers  (7/8  TF).  MS-65.  Bril¬ 
liant.  Ever  popular  “changeover”  variety. ..  1,850 
1878  VAM-38.  Doubled  Tailfeathers.  MS-64 

(PCI).  Brilliant . 255 

1878  Doubled  Tailfeathers.  MS-61  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant . 79 

1878  Reverse  of  1879  (slanting  top  to  highest  ar¬ 
row  feather).  MS-64.  Brilliant . 265 

1878-CC  MS-65.  Brilliant . 945 

1878-CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 185 

1878-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 219 

1878-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 56 

1878-S  MS-64  (ANACS).  Lightly  toned . 56 

1878-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 39 

1879  MS-63.  Brilliant . 45 


Rare  1879-CC  Dollar 


I3T4 


1879-CC  Capped  Die.  (more  correctly  de¬ 
scribed  as  Large  CC  Mintmark  over  Small 
CC  Mintmark;  the  “Capped  Die  nomencla¬ 
ture  should  be  completely  discarded).  MS- 

63  (PCGS) . 2,895 


A  Fine  Collection  is  Your  Best  Investment! 


Beautiful  1879-CC  Rarity 


1879-CC  Large  CC  over  Small  CC  (Capped 
Die,  so  called)  MS-63  (PCI).  Deep  golden  pe¬ 
ripheral  toning . 2,895 

1879-CC  Capped  Die.  AU-50.  Gray  toning.  Rare 

issue . 675 

1879-CC  MS-61  (PCGS).  So-called  “perfect  CC” 

variety.  Brilliant . 1,795 

1879-CC  AU-50  (NGC).  Deeply  toned . 850 

1879-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 420 

1879-0  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 420 

1879-S  Reverse  of  1878  (with  parallel  top  arrow 
feather).  MS-63  (ANACS).  Lightly  toned.  Doz¬ 
ens  of  times  rarer  than  the  regularly-seen  Re¬ 
verse  of  1879  variety. . 325 

1879-S  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-60.  Brilliant.  ...  105 

1879-S  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-60  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant .  105 

1879- S  Reverse  of  1879  (as  regularly  seen).  MS- 

65.  Brilliant . 125 

1880  8/7  VAM-9.  MS-64  (NGC).  Mostly  bril¬ 
liant . 235 

1880- CC  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 

liant.  The  Reverse  of ’78  is  about  four  times  rarer 
than  the  regular  reverse  of  this  year . 1 ,795 

1880-CC  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 595 

1880-CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 255 

1880-0  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 325 

1880-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 325 

1880-0  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 100 

1880-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 100 

1880-S  MS-66  PL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 375 

1880-S  MS-66.  Brilliant . 308 

1880-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 308 

1880-S  MS-65,  DMPL  (NGC) . 319 

1880-S  MS-65,  prooflike.  Brilliant . 145 

1880-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 125 

1880-S  MS-65  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 125 

1880- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 41 

1881  MS-65.  Brilliant . 795 

1881  MS-63.  Brilliant . 39 

1881- CC  MS-66  (NGC).  Frosty  lustre.  Brilliant 

at  the  centers,  with  hints  of  rosy  gold  at  the 
rims .  945 

1881-CC  MS-65.  Brilliant . 420 

1881-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  yellow  peripheral 

toning  on  obverse . 420 

1881-CC  VAM-2.  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant.  ...420 

1881-CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 239 

1881-CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 185 

1881-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Attractive  toning . 308 


1881-S  MS-66  (PCGS) . 308 

1881-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . US 

1881-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Deep  golden  toning  on 

obverse . 125 

1881-S  MS-65  (PCI).  Brilliant . 125 

1881-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 41 

1881-S  MS-64.  Lightlv  toned . 41 

1881-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  peripheral 

toning . 4 1 

1881-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 41 


1881-S  MS-63.  Brilliant.  NOTABLE  PURCHASE! 


One  of  the  most  popular  coins  in  the  Morgan 
dollar  series.  We  recently  bought  a  really  nice 
group  of  these,  and  they  are  selling  fast.  A  similar 
announcement  appeared  in  a  recent  issue  of  our 
Coin  Collector,  at  which  time  we  had  32  pieces  left. 
Since  then  we  have  bought  a  few  more,  and  sold 


a  lot  more,  with  the  result  that  as  this  issue  of  the 
Rare  Coin  Review  goes  to  press,  we  have  just  20 
coins  on  hand.  Buy  one  for  only . 31 

1881- S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 308 

1882  MS-65.  Brilliant . 469 

1882- 0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 63 

1882-O/S  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  popular,  scarce,  and 

quite  curious  “overmintmark”  issue.  An  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  acquire  a  high-quality  example  of  a 
variety  you’ll  enjoy  inspecting  under  a  magnify¬ 
ing  glass . 1,050 

1882-O/S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  whis¬ 
per  of  light  gold  toning  on  the  periphery.  .375 

1882-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 125 

1882-S  MS-65  (ANACS).  Golden  toning . 125 

1882- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 42 

1883- CC  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 750 

1883-CC  MS-65.  Brilliant . 225 

1883-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 440 

1883-S  MS-60  (NGC).  Light  golden  peripheral 

toning . 395 

1883- S  AU-50.  Brilliant . 129 

1884- CC  MS-65.  Brilliant . 225 

1884-0  MS-65  (PCI).  Brilliant . 125 

1884-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 29 

1884-S  AU-58  (NGC).  Rare;  a  variety  that  be¬ 
comes  quite  elusive  as  the  Mint  State  level  is  ap¬ 
proached . 895 

1884-S  AU-55  (NGC).  Brilliant . 325 

1884-S  AU-55 . 325 

1884- S  AU-50 . 219 

1885  MS-65.  Brilliant . 125 

1885  MS-64  (NGC).  Nicely  toned . 41 

1885- CC  MS-65.  Brilliant . 469 

1885-CC  VAM-3.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 259 

1  885-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant.  One  of  our  favorite 


coins  in  the  series,  scarce  and  yet  priced  at 


only .  239 

1885-CC  MS-62  (GSA).  Brilliant . 225 

1885-0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 125 


1885-0  MS-65  (ANACS).  Deep  golden  toning  on 


the  obverse.  The  reverse  is  brilliant . 125 

1885-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 29 

1885-0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 25 

1885-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 399 

1885-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Mostly  white  with  a  whis 
per  of  light  yellow  toning . 140 
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favorites  in  the  American  numismatics— simply  because  they 
are  so  inexpensive  today  and  have  so  much  interest  and  ro¬ 
mance  that  go  along  with  them. 


1884- S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 140 

1885- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1 40 

1885-  S  MS-62  (PCI).  Brilliant . 1 40 

1886  MS-65.  Brilliant . 125 

1886  AU-50.  Brilliant . 20 

1886- 0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Rare  in  Mint  State  (although  readily  available  in 
lower  grades).  A  find  for  the  specialist,  one  of 
the  keys  to  the  series . 925 

1886-0  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 225 

1886-0  AU-55.  Brilliant . 1 19 

1886-0  AU-55  (NGC) . 119 

1886-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 550 

1886-S  MS-63,  proollike . 295 

1886-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 259 

1886-S  MS-63  (PCI).  Nicely  toned  in  blue  and 
iridescent  hues . 259 

1886- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 182 

1887/6  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Not  easy  to 

find  in  this  high  grade.  One  of  the  hundreds  of 
hand-picked  Morgan  dollars  recently  added  to 

our  stock . 1,135 

1887/6  VAM-2  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 315 

1887  MS-65.  Brilliant . 125 

1887  MS-65  (PCI).  Brilliant . 125 

1887  MS-64.  Brilliant . 42 

1887  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 42 

1887  MS-63.  Brilliant . 29 

1887- 0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 315 

1887-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1887- S  MS-61 . 59 

1888  MS-64,  DMPL  (NGC).  A  glittering  mirror¬ 

like  specimen  of  this  date,  quite  elusive  with 
such  an  attractive  finish . 1,350 

1888  MS-64,  prooflike  (PCI) . 105 

1888- 0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 450 

1888-S  MS-63  (PCI).  Lustrous  with  light  golden 

surfaces . 219 

1888-S  MS-62  (Hallmark).  Brilliant . 169 

1888-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 169 

1888-S  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 79 

1889  MS-65.  Brilliant . 335 


Delightful  1889-CC  Dollar  Rarity 


1  889-CC  MS-62,  DMPL  (PCGS).  An  attractive, 
brilliant  example  of  this  rare  date.  Deep  mir¬ 
rored  fields  surround  cameo  devices  creating  a 
stunning  visual  treat.  One  of  the  great  key  is¬ 
sues  in  the  Morgan  silver  dollar  series.  13,500 
Among  Carson  City  Morgan  silver  dollars  minted  1878- 
1893.  the  1889-CC  is  by  far  the  rarest,  followed  by  1879- 
CC,  then  1893-CC.  The  two  most  plentiful  varieties  arc 
1883-CC  and  1884  CC.  these  two  being  among  our  very 


1889-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 609 

1889-0  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 609 

1889-0  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 225 

1889-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 329 

1889-S  MS-64  (Compugrade).  Brilliant . 329 

1889-S  MS-62  (PCGS) . 140 

1889-S  MS-62  (PCI).  Brilliant . 140 

1889- S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 129 

1890  MS-64.  Brilliant . 155 

1890  MS-60.  Brilliant . 22 

1890- CC  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant  and  satiny.  One 

of  the  scarcest  Carson  City  Mint  Morgan  issues 

at  the  MS-64  grade  level . 735 

1890-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 399 

1890-CC  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 399 

1890-CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 275 


1890-0  MS-63.  Brilliant.  SPECIAL  PURCHASE! 
We  have  just  purchased  a  nice  group  of  these 
brilliant,  sparkling  beauties.  As  we  go  to  press 
we  have  1 9  in  stock.  Add  one  to  your  collection 


for  only . 70 

1890-0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 48 

1890-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 129 

1890-S  MS-63,  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 70 

1890-S  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 70 

1890-S  MS-62,  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ...  195 
1891  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Scarce  at  this  high  grade 
level . 659 


1891  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  SPECIAL  PUR¬ 
CHASE!  We  recently  bought  a  nice  group  of 
these,  but  they  have  been  selling  like  the 
perverbial  hotcakes,  and  as  we  go  to  press,  just 
four  remain  in  our  stock.  Buy  one  for  only  64 


1891-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 275 

1891-CC  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 275 

1891-CC  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 168 

1891-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 685 

1891-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 225 

1891-0  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 225 

1891-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 125 

1891-0  AU-55 . 38 

1891- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 195 

1892  MS-64.  Brilliant . 575 

1892  MS-63.  Brilliant . 280 

1892  MS-62  (PCI).  Brilliant . 159 

1892- CC  MS-64.  Brilliant  surfaces.  The  devices 

are  frosty  and  the  fields  show  considerable 
proollike  character . 1,295 

1892-CC  MS-63,  proollike.  Brilliant . 850 

1892-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 795 

1892-CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 495 

1892-CC  MS-62  (PCI).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a 

whisper  of  light  golden  toning . 495 

1892-CC  AU-55  (PCGS) . 319 

1892-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 580 

1892-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  gold  ton¬ 
ing . 580 

1892-0  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 580 

1892-0  MS-62 . 110 

1892-0  AU-55.  Brilliant . 65 

1893  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1,295 

1893  MS-63.  Brilliant . 810 


1893  VAM-2.  AU-50  (ANACS) . 199 

1893  EF-40 . 119 

1893-CC  MS-62  (PCI).  Brilliant  on  the  obverse. 
Light  yellow  and  blue  toning  at  the  rims  on  the 
reverse.  Long  recognized  as  a  scarce  issue,  a  key  to 

the  series . 1 ,450 

1893-CC  MS-61.  Brilliant.  SPECIAL  PUR¬ 
CHASE:  Sometimes  we  get  lucky,  and  we  have 
just  bought  a  little  group  of  1893-CC  dollars, 
each  in  MS-61  grade,  each  nicely  struck,  and 
each  priced  to  be  a  good  value.  If  you  act 


quickly  you  can  buy  one  for  only . .  1 ,495 

1893-CC  VF-35  (ANACS) . .' . 265 

1893-0  MS-60.  Brilliant . 1,450 

1893-0  AU-55.  Brilliant . 695 

1893-0  AU-55  (NGC).  Brilliant . 695 

1893-0  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1 893-0  AU-53.  Brilliant . 625 

1893-0  AU-50.  Deep  gold  peripheral  toning.  595 

1893-0  AU-50  (Hallmark).  Brilliant . 595 

1893-0  AU-50  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 595 


Significant  1893-S  Dollar 


1893-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  A  splendid  specimen,  a 
coin  that  retains  much  of  its  original  mint  lus¬ 
tre.  This  is  the  key  mintmark  in  the  Morgan 
dollar  series.  When  seen,  examples  of  1893-S 
are  apt  to  be  in  the  VF  range,  with  an  occa¬ 
sional  EF,  but  only  rarely  in  AU.  A  tremendous 
coin,  a  “find”  that  will  look  just  right  in  a  spe¬ 


cialized  dollar  collection . 13,500 

1893- S  G-4  (PCI) . 625 

1894  AU-55  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 695 

1894  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1894  AU-55  (PCI).  Brilliant . 695 

1894  AU-53.  Brilliant . 650 

1 894  AU-50.  One  of  the  most  desirable  of  all  issues 

in  the  series.  Generous  amounts  of  mint  lustre 

remain . 575 

1894  AU-50  (PCGS) . 575 

1894- 0  AU-58 . 199 

1894-0  AU-58  (NGC) . 199 

1 894-0  AU-53  (PCI).  Weakly  struck.  Light  golden 

toning . 135 

1894-0  AU-50.  Brilliant . 168 

1894-0  AU-50  (ANACS) . 168 

1894-0  AU-50  (PCI) . 168 

1894-0  EF-45 . 65 

1894-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 799 

1894-S  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 799 

1894-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 505 

1894-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

1894-S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 295 
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Choice  Mint  State  1895-S  $1 


1895-S  MS-63.  Brilliant  with  attractive  frosty  lustre. 
Needle  sharp  strike.  A  far  nicer  than  usually  seen 
specimen  of  this  key  San  Francisco  Mint  issue.  It 
you  have  been  searching  for  a  particularly  choice 
1895-S,  your  quest  ends  here!  . 3,350 

Quality  1895-S  Dollar 


1895-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  It  takes  quite  a  bit  of 
looking  to  find  quality  1895-S  dollars,  as  this 
issue  and  also  1893-CC  are  nearly  always 
very  heavily  bagmarked.  You’ll  really  like  this 


one! . 2,750 

1895-S  EF-45  (PCI). . . 495 

1896  MS-60.  Brilliant.  . . 27 


1896-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  key  coin  in 
the  Morgan  dollar  series  that  is  guaranteed  to 


please! . 2,295 

1896-0  MS-60  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 695 

1896-0  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant . 695 

1896-0  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 189 

1896-0  AU-53  (NGC).  Brilliant . 129 

1896-0  AU-53  (PCGS) . 129 

1 896-0  AU-50.  Brilliant . 119 

1896-0  AU-50  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 1 19 

1896-0  AU-50  (Hallmark).  Brilliant . 119 

1896-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  One  of  the  key 
issues  in  the  Morgan  dollar  series . 995 


1896-S  MS-62  (PCI).  Brilliant  with  light  golden 


peripheral  toning . 995 

1896-S  MS-62.  Brilliant  with  light  golden  periph¬ 
eral  toning . 995 

1896-S  AU-50.  Brilliant . 395 

1896- S  EF-40  (PCGS) . 159 

1897- 0  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  light  golden 

toning . 775 

1897-0  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 775 

1897-0  AU-58 . 145 

1897-0  AU-50  (ANACS) . 105 

1 897- S  MS-65,  DMPL  (NGC).  A  prize  Morgan 

dollar  that’s  sure  to  please . 1,350 

1897-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 490 

1897- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 87 

1898  MS-65.  Brilliant . 190 

1898- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 420 

1898-S  MS-63,  prooflike.  Brilliant . 350 

1898-S  MS-63  (ANACS).  Light  gold  toning.  230 
1898-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 165 

1898- S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 159 

1899  MS-65.  Brilliant . 525 

1899  MS-64.  Brilliant . 155 

1899- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 435 

1899- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 165 

1900  MS-65.  Brilliant . 149 

1900- 0/CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 465 

1900-0/CC  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 265 

1900-0/CC  MS-62  (PCI).  Brilliant . 265 

1900-0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 129 

1900- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 280 

1901  AU-58.  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Quite  attractive. 

One  of  our  new  purchases . 995 

1901  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty,  and  ex¬ 
tremely  well  struck . 995 

1901  AU-55 . 372 

1901  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 372 

1901  AU-53  (PCGS) . 294 

1901  AU-50  (ANACS).  Lightly  toned . 265 

1901  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 265 

1901- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 699 

190 1-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 445 

1901-S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 145 

1901-S  AU-55  (NGC) . 195 

1901- S  EF-40 . 49 

1902  MS-65.  Brilliant . 490 

1902  MS-65  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 490 

1902- 0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 140 

1902-0  MS-64,  proollike . US 

1902-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 535 

1 902-  S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 240 

1903  MS-65.  Brilliant . 185 

1903- 0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 210 

1903-0  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 21(1 

1903-0  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 210 

1903-0  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 189 

1 903- S  EF-40 . 325 

1903- S  EF-40  (ANACS) . 325 

1904- 0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 125 

1904-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 41 

1904-0  MS-63,  proollike.  Brilliant .  9 

1904-S  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant  and  guaranteed  to 

please . 1 ,925 

1 904-S  AU-50  (ANACS) . 560 

1921  MS-65.  Brilliant . 125 


1921-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 280 

1921-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 53 

1921-D  MS-63  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 39 

1921-D  MS-63  (Hallmark).  Brilliant . 39 

192 1-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 119 


A  Very  Nice  Letter  from  a 
California  Client 

This  letter  arrived  in  our  mailbox  the 
other  day  from  a  California  client.  We  d  like 
to  share  it  with  you: 

Enclosed  is  payment  for  the  wonderful 
coin  1  purchased  at  your  recent  New  York 
City  auction.  I  can  hardly  believe  my  good 
fortune  to  acquire  this  coin. 

“But,  putting  my  excitement  aside,  I 
must  compliment  you  and  your  organiza¬ 
tion.  Your  group  excels  in  all  areas — espe¬ 
cially  in  small  details.  As  a  collector,  I  buy 
one  or  two  coins  per  auction  and  while  1  may 
spend  up  to  $2,000,  I  particularly  like  that 
you  only  charge  me  slightly  over  actual 
mailing  charges  to  ship  my  coins.  Your 
competitors  charge  me  about  double  your 
rate  for  one  or  two  coins.  When  I  call  for 
information  prior  to  an  auction,  your  staffis 
always  friendly,  efficient,  and  helpful  with 
my  questions.  At  the  auctions  I  attend  in  the 
East,  I  have  not  encountered  a  more  courte¬ 
ous  group  or  so  many  smiling  faces.  You 
even  provide  coffee  and  tea  (and  occasion¬ 
ally  more  as  with  the  Eliasberg  auction). 
These  small  gestures  are  greatly  appreciated. 

“As  for  your  coins  and  catalogues,  I 
cannot  be  more  delighted.  Your  auction 
catalogues  are  the  most  informative  I’ve 
seen.  I  particularly  like  the  comments  after 
some  coin  descriptions.  Your  grading  is  the 
most  consistent  I’ve  encountered  and  your 
ner  grades  are  much  appreciated.  When  1 
am  unable  to  examine  a  coin  prior  to  an 
auction  I  can't  attend,  I  always  feel  that  I 
have  gotten  exactly  what  I  expected,  or  in 
many  cases  more. 

“The  personal  touch  is  always  there.  I 
once  wrote  you  about  a  book  by  J  ules  Reiver 
that  I  was  having  trouble  finding.  You  put 
Mr.  Reiverin  touch  with  mewhich  has  been 
tremendously  helpful  in  my  collecting  of 
early  dollars.  With  this  latest  dollar,  I  have 
acquired  six  delightful  early  American  silver 
dollars  (and  a  wonderful  1804  Eliasberg 
large  cent)  in  the  last  1 2  months  from  your 
company.  I  can’t  be  more  pleased. 

“I  wish  your  competitors  that  I  deal 
with  would  take  a  few  notes.  Please  keep  up 
the  good  work. 
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UNITED STAT 


Morgan 
Silver  Hollars 


We  invite  you  to  compare  your  want  list  of  Mor¬ 
gan  dollars  against  the  following  “grid,”  which 
consists  of  MS-63,  MS-64,  and  MS-65  coins  (for 
other  grades,  see  our  previous  individual  listings). 
Each  coin  is  PCGS  or  NGC  certified,  is  brilliant  or 
attractively  lightly  toned,  and  has  been  hand¬ 
picked  by  us  as  being  of  Premium  Quality.  If  you 
want  the  finest  quality,  plus  an  excellent  value  for 
the  price  paid,  this  listing  is  for  you.  Let  us  help  you 
build  an  award-winning  collection! 


VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1878  8  TF 

$87 

1878  7/8  TF 

109 

$255 

1878-CC 

$945 

1878-S 

219 

1879 

74 

759 

1879-CC 

13300 

1879-0 

149 

420 

1879-S 

125 

1880 

869 

1880-CC 

255 

639 

1880-0 

325 

1880-S 

41 

125 

1881 

77 

796 

1881-CC 

199 

239 

420 

1881-0 

1260 

1881-S 

31 

41 

125 

1882 

56 

469 

1882-CC 

255 

1882-0 

39 

759 

1882-S 

125 

1883 

125 

1883-CC 

92 

225 

1883-0 

28 

1884 

38 

225 

1884-CC 

73 

225 

1884-0 

29 

41 

1885 

125 

1885-CC 

239 

259 

469 

1885-0 

29 

41 

125 

1 1 885-S 

169 

399 

1 1 886 

29 

42 

125 

1886-0 

2795 

| 1886-S 

259 

550 

]  887 

29 

42 

VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1887-0 

$315 

1 887- S 

$149 

475 

1888 

35 

49 

$159 

1888-0 

450 

1888-S 

219 

490 

1889 

35 

335 

1889-0 

225 

609 

1889-S 

185 

329 

1890 

155 

1890-CC 

399 

1890-0 

70 

169 

1890-S 

70 

129 

819 

1891 

119 

659 

1891-CC 

275 

539 

2380 

1891-0 

225 

685 

1891-S 

195 

1295 

1892 

280 

575 

1892-CC 

795 

1295 

1892-0 

219 

580 

1893 

819 

1295 

1893-CC 

3250 

1894-S 

799 

1400 

1896 

38 

155 

1897 

49 

280 

1897-S 

490 

1898 

190 

1898-0 

38 

125 

1898-S 

230 

420 

1899 

155 

1899-0 

35 

130 

1899-S 

435 

1900 

35 

149 

1900-0 

35 

129 

1900-O/CC 

465 

1900-S 

280 

1400 

1901-0 

185 

1901-S 

445 

699 

1902 

490 

1902-0 

140 

1902-S 

535 

1903 

185 

1903-0 

189 

210 

1904 

450 

1904-0 

32 

1921  Morgan 

24 

31 

125 

1921-D 

280 

1921-S 

119 

1400 

Peace  Hollars 


It  is  interesting  how  popularity  trends  change  in 
the  coin  market,  and  just  a  few  issues  ago  we  were 
lamenting  the  fact  that  Peace  silver  dollars  were  in 
the  doldrums.  All  of  this  has  changed,  and  in  re¬ 
cent  times  there  has  been  a  flurry  of  activity.  Any¬ 
one  who  bought  from  us  a  few  issues  ago  is  “sitting 
pretty”  with  coins  of  quality  and  value. 


On  our  buying  trips  we  have  reviewed  quite  a  few 
Peace  dollars,  and  have  selected  several  hundred  as 
being  suitable  for  our  stock  and  our  clients.  T  hese 
are  offered  in  the  following  listings.  While  for  some 
we  have  multiples,  for  many  others  we  have  but  a 
single  example.  For  this  reason,  second  choices  are 
always  appreciated.  As  we  go  to  press  each  and  ev¬ 
ery  coin  listed  is  actually  in  stock. 


1921  Peace.  AU-50.  Brilliant . 85 

1922  MS-65.  Brilliant . 145 

1922  MS-63.  Brilliant . 24 

1922-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 485 

1922-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 285 

1922- S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 28 

1923  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 640 

1923  MS-65.  Brilliant . 145 

1923  MS-65  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 145 

1923  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 42 

1923  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 16 

1923- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 235 

1923-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 25 

1923- S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 24 

1924  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 575 

1924  MS-65.  Brilliant . 150 

1924  MS-65  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 150 

1924- S  MS-64.  Brilliant.  High-grade  1924-S  dol¬ 

lars  combining  a  high  grade  plus  eye  appeal  are 
hard  to  find . 1,175 

1924-S  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant.  We  were 
lucky  to  buy  it,  and  you  are  fortunate  to  have 
the  chance  to  acquire  it  for  your  own.  ...  1,175 

1924-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 375 

1924-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 165 

1924- S  MS-61.  Brilliant . 159 

1925  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 550 

1925- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 525 

1925- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 75 

1926- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 189 

1926- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 165 

1927  MS-62  (PCGS)..  Brilliant . 69 

1927  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 34 

1927- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 575 

1927-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 215 

1927-D  MS-62.  Brilliant . 145 

1927-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 145 

1927-D  AU-50.  Brilliant . 69 

1927-S  MS-64 . 715 

1928  MS-64.  Brilliant . 550 

1928  MS-63.  Brilliant.  Ever-popular  issue,  lowest 

mintage  in  the  series . 275 

1928  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195 

1928  MS-61  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 189 


“Finest  Seen  ” 

“The  1 880  trade  dollar  was  the  finest  I 
have  ever  seen,  and  I  appreciate  having  the 
chance  to  own  it.  I  like  it  so  much  that  I  am 
going  to  buy  some  other  Proof  dates  from 
you,  starting  with  the  1  879. 1  will  he  watch¬ 
ing  for  your  next  catalogue. 

— W.G.F. 
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VARIETY 


MS-63  MS-64  MS-65 


1928  AU-50 . 162 

1928-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1,250 

1928-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 295 

1928  S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 145 

1934  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1,275 

1934  MS-64.  Brilliant . 240 

1934  MS-62.  Brilliant . 76 

1934-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 525 

1934-D  MS-63 . 185 

1934-D  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 


1934-S  Peace  Dollar 


1934-S  MS-63.  Delicate  golden  gray  iridescence 
on  frosty  surfaces.  A  delicacy  in  Uncirculated 
grade,  and  widely  esteemed  as  the  key  issue  in 
the  Peace  dollar  series  at  the  MS-63  level.  A 


prize  for  the  advanced  specialist . 2,650 

1934-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,595 

1934-S  AU-55  (  PCGS).  Satiny  surfaces . 550 

1934-S  AU-55  (ANACS) . 595 

1934-S  AU-50.  Attractive . 434 

1935  MS-65.  Brilliant . 715 


1935  MS-63.  Brilliant . 81 

1935  MS-62.  Brilliant . 49 

1935  MS-61  (NGC) . "’50 

1935-S  MS-65.  Brilliant.  An  exceptionally  nice 

example  of  this  issue . 1,025 

1935-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . I'.. .225 

1935-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 175 


Peace  Dollars 


Check  our  “grid"  listing  of  Peace  dollars  carefully. 
Each  one  has  been  hand-picked  for  quality.  Each 
coin  is  NGC  or  PCGS  certified,  and  is  brilliant  or 
lightly  and  attractively  toned.  Each  coin  is  among 
the  finest  extant  at  its  grade  level.  If  you  are  particu¬ 
lar  about  quality  and  value,  your  search  stops  here! 


VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1921 

$455 

1922 

$24 

42 

$145 

1922-D 

32 

55 

485 

1922-S 

K> 

00 

1923 

24 

42 

145 

1923-S 

59 

240 

1924 

$150 

1924-S 

$375 

1925 

24 

145 

1925-S 

$525 

1926 

325 

1926-D 

115 

189 

550 

1926-S 

165 

915 

1927 

105 

250 

1927-D 

215 

575 

1927-S 

230 

715 

1928-S 

295 

1250 

1934 

105 

240 

1275 

1934-D 

185 

1825 

1934-S 

2650 

1935 

81 

715 

1935-S 

225 

365 

1025 

Trade  Dollars 


We  have  always  enjoyed  trade  dollars,  and  we  are 
heartened  by  the  recent  interest  in  them.  Jay 
Parrino,  who  has  handled  quite  a  few  American 
rarities,  was  the  buyer  of  the  landmark  1885  in  our 
Eliasberg  Collection  sale,  later  noting  in  print  that 
of  all  American  coin  rarities — in  all  series  from 
beginning  to  end — the  1885  was  his  very  favor¬ 
ite — quite  a  compliment! 

While  owning  an  1 885  trade  dollar  is  a  fine  thing 
to  do,  the  fact  is  that  there  are  just  five  specimens, 
and  only  a  few  can  ever  do  this.  Elowever,  with  the 


From  1965  until  1981,  Frank  Gasparro  was  chief  engraver  of  the  United  States  Mint. 
During  his  tenure  in  the  highest  office  to  which  an  engraver  can  aspire,  he  created  new  designs 
for  four  different  coins. 

Now,  Frank  Gasparro  has  personally  certified  1,000  limited  edition  sets  of  the  four  coins 
he  created — a  historical  memento  to  his  creative  ability  that  you  will  he  proud  to  own!  Each  set 
is  mounted  in  a  custom-made  display  holder  with  a  glossy  black  background  and  beautiful 
gold  lettering.  At  the  center  is  mounted  the  Personal  Certification  from  Frank  Gasparro,  hand 
signed  in  ink  and  hand  numbered.  Each  coin  in  the  set  is  Gem  Proof — the  finest  quality 
available.  Each  piece  represents  the  first  year  of  issue  of  the  design:  1959  Lincoln  cent  Memo¬ 
rial  reverse;  1964  Kennedy  half  dollar  reverse;  1979  Susan  B.  Anthony  dollar,  obverse  and 
reverse,  and  the  1971  Eisenhower  dollar  obverse  and  reverse. 

Here  is  one  of  the  most  historical  and  desirable  numismatic  items  to  be  offered  in  our 
time.  Set  No.  1  was  retained  by  Frank  Gasparro  personally.  Set  No.  2  was  presented  to  the 
National  Coin  Collection  at  the  Smithsonian  Institution.  Set.  No.  3  was  presented  to  the 
American  Numismatic  Society.  Set  No.  4  was  presented  to  the  American  Numismatic  Asso¬ 
ciation. 

This  is  a  strictly  limited  edition  offer,  and  once  the  remaining  sets  have  been  sold,  no 
more  will  be  available — ever!  We  offer  you  this  fabulous  set  for  only  $125.00. 


THE  COINS  OF  FRANK  GASPARRO 
CHIEF  ENGRAVER  OF  THE  U.S.  MINT  1961  TO  1SS1 


CCRTTO9  EDITION 
LIMITED  TO  I #00  EITE 


ra*T  YEAR  or  SMITE  -  IMt 


wmmmmm 


Only  $125.00 
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exception  of  the  1885  and,  to  a  lesser  extent,  the 
1884  (ol  which  only  10  were  minted),  trade  dollars 
are  highly  collectible.  A  complete  set  ol  Proofs  from 
1873  through  1883,  and  a  set  of  business  strikes 
from  1873  through  1878  forms  an  interesting  chal¬ 
lenge  and  a  distinctive  achievement.  As  other  “trade 
dollar  news"  we  note  that  Legend  Numismatics 
recently  displayed  a  beautiful  set  of  high-grade 
business  strike  trade  dollars,  and  just  the  other  day 
we  received  a  telephone  call  from  our  dealer  friend 
David  Sundman,  who  was  pleased  to  report  that 
after  a  lot  of  searching,  he  had  tracked  down  a  rare 
1878-CC  with  chopmarks  (evidence  of  its  having 
been  in  the  Orient). 

The  present  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  has  one 
ol  the  nicest  offerings  ol  trade  dollars  we  have  ever 
presented.  In  fact,  it  might  be  the  nicest.  Use  this  as 
a  passport  to  start  a  collection  of  this  fascinating 
series,  or  to  add  to  your  present  holdings. 


Memorable  1873  Trade  $1 


1873  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  simply  superb,  breath- 
takingly  beautiful  coin  with  satiny  lustrous 
fields.  Brilliant.  One  of  the  nicest  examples 
you’ll  ever  see;  compare  to  an  MS-64  coin 
(if  you  can  find  one).  Quality  with  a  capital 

Q! . 2,385 

1873-CC  AU-55  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning 
over  somewhat  prooflike  surfaces.  A  very  nice 
example  of  this  early  issue.  Another  of  our  new 
purchases . 1 ,495 


Splendid  1873-S  Trade  $1 


1873-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  With  fully  proof  Like  sur¬ 
faces.  A  real  “find”  from  our  recent  buying  trip. 
If  trade  dollars  are  your  forte— and,  increas- 


ADD  OUR  GREAT  BOOKS 
TO  YOUR  LIBRARY! 

Your  satisfaction  is  guaranteed! 


ingly,  more  and  more  people  enjoy  collecting 
trade  dollars — this  will  be  a  prize  in  your  cabi¬ 
net.  An  exciting,  memorable  coin! . 3,350 


1875-S  Type  III  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 319 

1876  Type  I/II.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous  with  a  whisper  of  golden  toning.  ..  1,450 


Gent  1874  Trade  $1 


1874  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  gray  and  brilliant  sil¬ 
ver  surfaces.  Very  deep  and  frosty  lustre.  One  of 
the  finest  business  strikes  we’ve  ever  seen  of  this 
early  date.  Another  prize  from  our  recent  buy¬ 
ing  trip,  another  “find”  that  will  delight  the 
connoisseur! . 4,195 


Mint  State  1874-CC  Trade  $1 


tSSSi 


1874-CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  satiny 
mint  lustre.  Still  another  major  “find”  from  our 
recent  buying  trip.  We  really  like  trade  dollars, 
but  finding  nice  ones  to  buy  is  very  difficult — 
probably  10  times  harder  than  finding  nice 

Morgan  dollars!  . 2,595 

1874-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,895 

1874-S  MS-63  (PCGS) . 1,895 

1874- S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 265 

1875  Type  I/II.  Proof-61.  Brilliant.  Rarer  than 

generally  supposed . 1 ,250 

1875  Type  I/II.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Light  silver  gray 
surfaces.  A  nice  coin  which  is  certainly  among 
the  finest  known  at  this  grade  level,  a  cherry- 

pick . 1695 

1875  Type  I/II.  AU-55  (PCGS) . 975 

1875- CC  Type  I/I.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Still  an¬ 

other  notable  trade  dollar  from  our  recent 
buying  trip.  This  Carson  City  piece  will 
look  great  in  any  type  set  or  specialized  col¬ 
lection .  1 ,450 

1875-S/CC  AU-55  (PCGS).  Iridescent  toning. 
The  first  and  only  overmintmark  variety  in  the 

series . 1,795 

1875-S  Type  I/I.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 

lustrous . 1,095 

1 875-S  Type  I/I.  MS-62.  Delicate  golden  toning. 
A  splendid  trade  dollar,  a  coin  with  lots  of  eye 
appeal .  995 


Mint  State  1876-CC  Trade  $1 


1876-CC  Type  I/I.  MS-60  (PCGS).  The  1876- 
CC  in  Mint  State  is  one  of  the  prizes  of  the 
trade  dollar  series.  Nearly  all  were  shipped  to 
China,  where  they  became  chopmarked  or  were 
melted.  Few  equivalent  pieces  exist  today.  An¬ 
other  new  purchase . 3,495 

1876-S  Type  I/I.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Another  nice 
Mint  State  trade  dollar  from  among  our  new 

purchases.  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 1,295 

1876-S  Breen-5800.  MS-60  (ANACS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 425 

1876-S  Type  II/II.  AU-50.  A  scarce  variety.  Much 
lustre  remains  on  frosty  surfaces . 450 


Robert  Ware  Writes 

“Dear  Dave: 

“I  hope  that  this  letter  reaches  you  in 
good  health. 

“This  letter  is  very  much  overdue.  I  have 
made  several  small  purchases  from  your 
company  during  the  last  18  months,  and 
each  time  I  was  treated  like  royalty.  1  pur¬ 
chased  an  introductory  package  that  in¬ 
cluded  an  1881-S  (PCGS  MS-64)  Morgan 
silver  dollar  and  a  copy  of  your  book,  United 
States  Coins  by  Design  Types.  The  coin  is  a 
welcome  addi  tion  to  my  collection  and  what 
a  pleasant  surprise  to  see  that  the  book  was 
autographed.  The  1881-1885  Carson  City 
(NGC  MS-64)  Morgan  dollars  that  I  pur¬ 
chased  as  a  birthday  present  for  myself 
have  brought  me  much  enjoyment. 

“A  Buyer's  and  Enthusiast's  Guide  to 
Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  Cents ,  received  as  a 
gift  from  my  older  brother,  and  the  Silver 
Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the  United 
States  that  Gail  Watson  helped  me  locate  at 
Brooklyn  Galleries  have  been  found  to  be 
excellent  reference  books. 

“  1  look  forward  to  reading  every  issue  of 
the  Rare  Coin  Review,  The  Coin  Collector , 
and  the  Grand  Format  auction  catalogues. 
Excellent  work!” 
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SIIAIII!  COINS 


1877  MS-63.  Pale  champagne  iridescence  comple¬ 
ments  the  frosty  surfaces.  Wisps  of  golden  brown 
can  he  seen  at  the  obverse  periphery.  Notable  as 
the  last  trade  dollar  issue  struck  at  the  Philadel¬ 
phia  Mint  in  business  strike  format.  All  subse¬ 
quent  dates  are  Proof-only  issues . 1 ,395 

1877  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Usual 

strike . 1,395 

1 877  MS-63  (PCGS).  Very  attractive  gold,  green, 
and  blue  surfaces.  Although  not  fully  struck,  it 
is  much  sharper  than  most.  Quite  elusive  in 

higher  grades . 1,395 

1877  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  frosty  sur¬ 
faces  with  beautiful  iridescent  toning.  Another 
new  purchase . 1 ,395 


Mint  State  1877-CC  Trade  $1 


1877-CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  We  were  excited  when 
we  saw  this  coin,  and  you  will  be  equally  ex¬ 
cited  when  it  arrives  in  your  mailbox.  A  very 
nice  example  of  a  Carson  City  trade  dollar  that 

in  this  grade  is  very  hard  to  find . 3,395 

1877-CC  AU-58  (NGC).  A  key  issue  in  the  series. 

Particularly  elusive  in  higher  grades . 1,695 

1877-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  light  golden 
toning.  Especially  prooflike  surfaces.  A  very 
nice  example  of  this  issue.  Not  a  rarity,  but  cer¬ 
tainly  beautiful!  . 1,095 

1877-S  AU-5 5 . 310 

1877-S  AU-5 5  (NGC).  Deeply  toned  in  blue  and 

gold . 310 

1877-S  AU-5 5  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Your  editor 
(QDB)  is  a  long-time  trade  dollar  aficionado, 
and  whenever  we  see  a  nice  one  we  buy  it.  This 
listing  offers  many  interesting  opportunities 


across  the  series . 310 

1877-S  EF-45.  . 185 


Gorgeous  Proof  1878  Trade  $1 


1878  Proof-64  (PCGS).  An  especially  beautiful 
example  of  this  highly-prized  Proof-only  issue. 
You  could  line  up  10  specimens  in  this  grade, 


side  by  side,  and  this  coin  would  win  for  qual¬ 
ity.  Mirror  surfaces  highlighted  by  beautiful 
light  golden  and  iridescent  toning  around  the 
rims.  Featured  in  color  on  our  cover . 3,695 


Key  1878-CC  Trade  $1 


1878-CC  AU-50  (PCGS).  Light  gray  and  irides¬ 
cent  surfaces.  The  key  trade  dollar  issue  among 
business  strikes.  There  are  probably  1,000 
people  with  this  on  their  want  lists,  but  very  few 
coins  to  go  around! . 2,850 


1878-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Another  new 

purchase . 1 ,550 

1878-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous;  a 
coin  which  mounts  a  serious  challenge  to  MS- 

64!  . 1,550 

1878-S  MS-62.  Brilliant  with  light  toning.  Excep¬ 
tionally  nice  for  the  gradeand  ideal  for  a  type 

set.  Last  business  strike  year . 850 

1878-S  AU-58 . J69 


1879  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  beautiful,  and 
rare. . 2,050 


J.  BRIDE  Cb  CO„ 

SILVER  DOLLAR  STATIONERY  PACKAGE, 

PRICE  50  CENTS. 

Twelve  Silver  Doll»i>«  in  every  firo^s.  21  Silver  Dollars  and  a 
Five  Dollar  Gold  Piece  in  each  300  Packages. 

THE  MOST  VALUABLE  PACKAGE  IN  THE  MARKET 

CONTENT?  : 

24  Sheets  First  Class  Note  Paper— 24  First  Class  White  and  Amber 
Envelopes-I  Engraved  Silver  Plated  Extension  Pen  Holder  and 
Golden  Pen  - I  First  Class  Lead  Pencil,  *nd  one  oi  the  following  Prize*. 

FIVE  DOLLAR  GOLD  PIECES.  SILVER  DOLLARS, 

Ladles*  Bracelet*.  Ladies'  Breast-Pins.  Ladies’  Ear  Drops,  Gents’  Scarf  Pins,  Gents’  aDd  Boy’s  Bosoo 
Plus,  Gents’  Bosom  Studs,  Sliver  Watches.  Extra  Fine  Chains,  with  a  variety  of  other  prizes, 
making  this  by  far  the  best  and  largest  Package  ever  sold  for  tbc  money.  Everybody 
is  sure  to  get  full  value  for  50  cents,  ar.d  the  luckiest  gets  from  live  to  ten  or 
more  tlmea  the  value  of  their  money. 

Remembu  a  Silver  Dollar  in  every  Dozen.  24  Silver  Dollars  and  a  Five 
Dollar  Gold  Piece  in  every  300  Packages. 


Complete  Sample  Package  with  Elegant  Prize,  Post-Paid,  50  cents, 

Nine  Packages  by  Mail,  Post-Paid,  83.50. 

A  Silver  Dollar  guaranteed  as  one  of  the  Nine  Prizes. 

“  “  ""  arU°“  “ th*  ”* co.f“e7*  iSSt&SfSSl Krt 


Trade  Dollars  Galore!  While  poking  through  a  copy  of  Wild  Oats,  an  illustrated 
weekly  journal  of  fun,  satire,  burlesque,  hits  at  persons  and  events  of  the  day  an 
American  version  of  Punch — issue  of  December  22,  18  5,  we  came  across  the 
enclosed  advertisement.  A  lottery  of  sorts  is  featured,  and  offered  among  the  prizes 
are  “silver  dollars.”  Well,  probably  the  most  current  silver  dollar  they  could  find 
was  a  trade  dollar,  as  Liberty  Seated  dollars  had  not  been  made  since  eai  Iv  1 8  3,  and 
not  for  circulation  (rather,  they  were  made  primarily  lor  the  export  trade).  On  the 
contrary,  trade  dollars,  launched  in  1 873,  were  legal  tender  at  the  time  and  did  serv  e 
in  exchange  for  a  dollar  (Congress  repealed  this  legal  tender  provision  a  hit  later,  on 
July  22,  1876).  One  wonders  how  many  of  these  trade  dollars  were  paid  out.  Ditto 
for  the  $5  gold  pieces  mentioned. 
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UNITED  STATES  GOLD 

Coins  for  Sale 


Gold  coins  have  always  been  a  prime  specialty 
here  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  and  through 
our  portals  have  passed  every  rarity  in  the  book, 
often  in  duplicate  and  triplicate!  If  you  are  build¬ 
ing  a  fine  set  of  gold  coins,  please  send  us  your 
“want  list”  so  that  we  can  find  coins  for  you.  Con¬ 
versely,  when  time  comes  to  sell,  we  are  an  eager 
buyer  of  scarce  and  interesting  pieces. 

$1  Gold  Pieces 

1852  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  nice  coin  for  a 


type  set . 1 ,095 

1852  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 475 

1853  MS-61  (NGC) . 355 

1854  Type  II.  AU-55  (NGC).  Brilliant . 695 

1 855  Type  II.  AU-55  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  splendid 

specimen,  at  this  grade  level,  of  the  most  de¬ 
sired  type  in  the  gold  dollar  series . 795 


1856  Slanting  5.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  1,950 


that  will  be  ideal  for  a  type  set  or  a  specialized 
collection . 5,995 

Mint  State  1834  $2.50 


1834  Classic  Head.  MS-63  (NGC).  First  year 
of  the  new  design.  Scarce  in  all  Mint  State  lev¬ 
els .  5,500 

1837  EF-45  (NGC) . 565 

1839  Breen-6148.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
attractive.  Coined  during  the  final  year  of  the 
Classic  Head  design  type.  A  very  attractive 
coin .  1,895 

Lovely  1839-D  Quarter  Eagle 


Rare  1859-S  Gold  Dollar 


1859-S  AU-55  (NGC).  You’ll  like  the  quality  of 
this  1859-S  gold  dollar,  which,  at  this  grade 


level  is  quite  rare . 2,495 

1877  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  attractive. 

Popular  low-mintage  rarity.  Another  find 
from  our  recent  buying  trip  guaranteed  to 
please! .  1 ,495 

1878  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beautiful. 

Somewhat  on  the  rare  side,  too . 925 

1885  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 525 

1885  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant . 475 


Quarter  Eagles 


Rare  1807  Quarter  Eagle 


1 807  EF-45  (PC  X IS).  A  brilliant  yellow  gold  speci¬ 
men  of  this  rare  early  quarter  eagle  date.  A  coin 


1839-D  EF-40  (PCGS) . 2,695 

1842-0  EF-45  (PCGS).  Just  acquired.  An  especially 
nice  example  of  this  scarce  early  issue . 1,750 

1852  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 725 

1853  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  An  outstand¬ 

ing  opportunity  to  acquire  a  Mint  State  quar¬ 
ter  eagle  of  an  early  date  for  a  very  reason¬ 
able  price .  650 

1854  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 895 

1873  Open  3.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 

1878  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  nice  combina¬ 
tion  of  high  grade  and  visual  beauty. . 1,095 

1882  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Business  strike 

mintage  of  only  4,000  coins . 1,395 

1889  MS-63  (NGC).  Essentially  brilliant  with  just 

a  whisper  of  olive  iridescence . 1 ,1 50 

1896  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Scarce  so  nice.  1,450 


1900  Proof-58  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with 
wisps  of  fiery  orange  at  the  obverse  rim.  I  he 
devices  are  sharp  and  frosty  and  the  fields  arc 


glittering  mirrors .  2,195 

1902  MS-63  (PCGS) . 850 

1903  MS-64  (PCGS) . 1,395 

1905  MS-63.  Brilliant . 950 

1907  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 950 


Last  year  of  the  Liberty  Head  design.  First  introduced 
in  1840,  this  became  the  longest  used  motif,  without  a  ma¬ 
jor  change,  in  American  coinage  history. 

1908  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Another  new  pur¬ 


chase . 795 

1909  MS-62  (PCGS) . 485 

1911  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 209 


Gem  191 1-D  $2.50  Rarity 


191 1-D  MS-64  (NGC).  A  beautiful,  brilliant  gem 
specimen,  lustrous  and  frosty,  of  the  rarest  and 
most  desired  issue  in  the  Indian  quarter  eagle 
series.  Mintmark  very  bold  (worth  noting,  as 
some  of  this  issue  have  the  mintmark  weak).  It 
is  not  often  we  have  one  to  offer  at  this  grade 
level . 10,950 


Key  191 1-D  Quarter  Eagle 


191 1-D  MS-62  (NGC).  Sharp  mintmark.  A  “find 
for  the  specialist . 3,350 


Enjoy  Yourself 

Coin  collecting  is  a  very  pleasurable 
pursuit.  The  best  way  to  “get  involved"  is 
to  buy  some  useful  and  interesting  books 
on  the  subject — not  price  guides  or  mar¬ 
ket  reports,  but  books  that  tell  you  about 
coins,  how  they  were  made  and  how  they 
were  used. 

Our  Books  for  Sale  section  in  this  issue 
offers  many  interesting  and  worthwhile 
titles,  all  priced  at  a  discount!  It  starts  on 
page  71 , — don’t  miss  it! 
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Stephens 
and 

the  Stella 

by  Tom  LaMarre 

Stephens  of  the  Confederacy 

Alexander  H.  Stephens  is  remembered  mainly  as  the  vice 
president  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America.  Lesser  known 
is  this  fact:  he  was  also  instrumental  in  the  striking  of  the 
1879  and  1880  pattern  $4  gold  coins  known  as  Stellas. 

Stephens  opposed  secession,  but  he  remained  loyal  to 
Georgia  when  that  state  left  the  Union  in 
1 861 .  A  delegate  to  the  Montgomery 
Convention  which  formed  the 
Confederacy,  he  was  chosen  vice 
president  under  Jefferson  Davis. 

Both  leaders  were  to  serve  one 
year,  but  after  the  adoption  of 
a  permanent  constitution,  they 
were  elected  to  six-year  terms. 

Stephens  often  disagreed 
with  Davis  on  questions  of  states’ 
rights.  In  February  1865,  he  led  an 
unsuccessful  peace  commission  which 
met  Abraham  Lincoln  at  Hampton  Roads, 

Virginia.  Diminutive  in  stature,  Stephens  weighed  less 
than  1 00  pounds,  but  he  wore  an  oversize  wool  coat  to 
the  conference  to  make  himself  seem  larger.  Lin¬ 
coln  later  told  General  Ulysses  Grant  that 
the  Southern  emissary  was  the  “biggest 
shuck”  and  the  “smallest  ear”  he’d  ever 
seen. 

After  the  war,  Stephens  was  impris¬ 
oned  for  six  months  at  Fort  Warren  in 
Boston  Harbor.  Paroled  in  October 
1865,  he  was  cheered  by  Northerners 
and  Southerners  alike  as  he  made  his 
way  back  to  his  Georgia  home. 

Georgia  citizens  elected  Stephens  to  the 
United  States  Senate  in  1 865,  but  he  was  denied 
a  seat.  In  1 870,  a  sweeping  amnesty  act  was  passed.  I  wo  years 
later,  Stephens  was  again  elected  to  Congress. 

The  Metric  and  Goloid  Coins 

As  a  member  of  the  House  Committee  on  Coinage, 
Weights  and  Measures,  Stephens  recommended  the  produc¬ 
tion  of  an  unusual  new  coin.  The  April  1879  issue  of  the 
American  Journal  of  Numismatics  reported: 

Hon.  Alexander  H.  Stephens,  member  of  the  House  of 


Representatives  from  Georgia,  has,  it  is  said, 
prepared  a  bill  for  the  coinage  of  a  new  gold 
piece,  worth  400  cents  of  the  metric  system, 
for  which  he  proposes  the  name  of  Stella  (a 
star).  The  value  of  this  approximates  more 
uniformly  to  the  gold  coin  of  the  metric  sys¬ 
tem  in  the  European  countries  than  our  five- 
dollar  gold  piece. 

The  Committee  on  Coins,  Weight  and 
Measures  of  the  last  House  favored  the  adop¬ 
tion  of  the  Stella.  Mr.  Stephens  has  apparently 
accepted  the  metric  system  wholly  for  our 
coinage  in  place  of  the  Troy  system  of  weights, 
and  his  committee  adopted  the  idea  of  a  goloid 
coin,  as  patented  by  Dr.  W.W.  Hubbell  of 
Philadelphia. 

Goloid  was  an  alloy  of  gold,  silver,  and 
copper  that  was  intended  to  replace  the  normal  90%  silver  and 
1 0%  copper  alloy  used  to  make  denominations  from  the  dime 
to  the  dollar.  I  he  idea  was  that  goloid,  which  contained  a  small 
amount  of  gold,  would  permit  “silver”  coins  to  be  smaller  and 
lighter  in  weight  than  if  made  of  the  standard  alloy,  but  be  of 
the  same  metallic  or  melt-down  value.  Problems  arose,  includ¬ 
ing  the  fact  that  only  an  experienced  chemist  could  tell  the  dif¬ 
ference  between  goloid  and  the  regular  alloy.  Thus,  “goloid 
coins”  could  be  counterfeited  of  silver,  and  few  would  know 
the  difference.  For  this  and  other  reasons,  goloid  alloy  was 
never  used  in  circulating  coinage,  despite  a  generous 
number  of  pattern  dollars  made  in  1878-1880. 

The  $4  Stella,  a  separate  situation  from  the  goloid 
question,  would  have  been  made  in  the 
normal  alloy  for  American  gold  coins: 
90%  gold  and  1 0%  copper,  the  lat¬ 
ter  added  to  give  strength  and  also 
to  impart  a  “warm”  appearance 
to  the  metal.  In  pattern  form, 
Stellas  were  made  in  gold,  plus 
trial  pieces  in  aluminum,  cop¬ 
per,  and  white  metal. 

The  $4  Stellas 

Two  different  obverses  were  used 
to  create  $4  Stellas:  Chief  Engraver 
Charles  Barber’s  Flowing  Hair  design  and  Assis¬ 
tant  Engraver  George  Morgan's  Coiled  Hair  ver¬ 
sion,  inspired  by  a  popular  hairstyle  of  the  day. 
Encircling  the  Liberty  Head  on  both  types  was  a 
cryptic  inscription  indicating  the  production  Stella 
would  have  been  composed  of  six  grams  of  gold, 
three-tenths  of  a  gram  of  silver,  and  seven-tenths  of  a 
gram  of  copper,  this  conforming  to  the  metric  expression 
(instead  of  the  traditional  English  system  of  grains). 

The  reverse  of  both  designs  was  the  same  and  had  a  large, 
five-pointed  star  with  the  incused  inscription  “One  Stella  /  400 
Cents.”  Beneath  the  star  was  the  motto  “Deo  Est  Gloria." 

Although  $4  Stellas  struck  in  gold  and  other  metals  were 
strictly  intended  as  patterns,  they  became  popular  with  numis¬ 
matists  and,  today,  can  be  found  listed  among  regular  issues  in 
A  Guide  Book  of  'U.S.  Coins  and  other  standard  reference  books. 
Most  of  Stephens’  other  coins,  including  the  goloid  metric  dol¬ 
lars,  have  been  forgotten  by  all  but  pattern  coin  specialists. 
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STEPHENS  AND  THE  STELLA 


Stellas  Enter  the  Market 

1  he  April  1880  issue  of  the  American  Journal  of Numismatics  com¬ 
mented: 

A  few  weeks  ago  the  House  Committee  on  Coinage,  Weights  and 
Measures  called  a  meeting.  Mr.  Alexander  H.  Stephens  obtained  leave 
to  report  favorably  on  a  resolution  requesting  the  Director  of  the  Mint 
to  strike  off  100  pieces  each  of  the  gold  Stella  dollar  [sic],  the  silver 
Metric  dollar,  and  the  Goloid  dollar,  for  the  use  of  the  committee.  We 
should  be  gratified  to  learn  for  what  purpose  these  patterns  will  be  used 
in  such  great  quantities,  and  just  how  long  the  committeemen  will  be 
able  to  retain  them  after  their  constituents  hear  of  this. 

Despite  the  criticism,  many  congressmen  acquired  gold  impressions 
of  the  1879  $4  pieces  (of  the  Flowing  Hair  design  only)  and  resold 
them  to  collectors.  Numismatic  historian  Walter  Breen  related  that 
certain  congressmen  gave  specimens  as  gifts  to  bordello  madams  in 
Washington,  DC,  and  that  such  coins  were  often  put  on  chains  for  use 
as  jewelry. 

In  addition  to  those  proposed  for  legislators,  hundreds  more  of  the 
1 879  Flowing  Hair  pieces  were  struck  and  made  available  to  congress¬ 
men  and  other  insiders.  In  time,  a  furor  arose  in  numismatic  circles, 


and  the  Mint,  to  circumvent  additional  criticism,  struck  additional 
coins  and  made  them  available  to  numismatists.  All  told,  it  is  believed 
that  somewhat  over  700  1 879  Flowing  Hair  $4  gold  coins  were  struck. 

The  production  of  the  1879  and  1880  Coiled  Hair$A  pieces  was 
done  quietly,  and  these  were  not  made  available  to  either  congressmen 
or  numismatists.  In  fact,  few  knew  that  they  had  been  made  at  all. 
Similarly,  in  1880  when  additional  Flowing  Hair  coins  were  made, 
these  were  not  openly  distributed.  As  a  result,  probably  no  more  than 
20  to  30  of  each  of  these  other  1879  and  1880  varieties  were  made. 

As  a  singular  footnote  to  this  unusual  denomination,  in  18,97  the 
Cincinnati  Enquirer  reported  that  a  “curiosity  in  the  shape  of  a  $4  gold 
piece”  had  been  presented  at  the  local  Sub-Treasury.  The  Stella  came 
from  the  Fifth  National  Bank,  where  a  depositor  had  taken  it  to  find 
how  much  it  was  worth.  At  that  time  its  market  value  was  $8  to  $10. 

Congress  lost  interest  in  goloid  coins  in  the  1 880s,  and  in  time  the 
$4  Stellas  and  the  goloid  “silver"  coins  were  largely  forgotten,  except 
by  collectors.  Maurice  Muhleman  wrote  in  his  1896  book,  Monetary 
Systems  of  the  World ,  “The  much  to  be  desired  international  unit  or 
coin  remains  still  a  thing  of  the  future.”  Alexander  Stephens  died  in 
1883,  three  years  after  the  last  Stellas  were  struck. 
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Nashua  Bank  Note  Set 


In  the  1860s  the  Nashua  Bank,  Nashua,  New  Hampshire, 
commissioned  the  New  England  Bank  Note  Company,  Bos¬ 
ton,  to  engrave  for  it  five  handsome  plates  for  issues  of  cur¬ 
rency  $  1 ,  $2,  $3,  $5,  and  $  1 0  denominations — the  most  popular 
of  the  era. 

Because  of  circumstances  not  recorded,  these  particular  notes 
were  never  issued.  Fast  forward  to  over  a  century  later,  when 
these  long-hidden  steel  bank  note  plates,  apparently  never  used, 
surfaced  and  were  acquired  by  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries. 
Today  the  original  plates  form  a  nice  exhibit  in  the  reception 
area  of  our  office. 

Before  retiring  them  to  the  exhibit,  we  had  some  sets  made 
on  high-quality,  wide-margin  paper,  each  note  uniface  (as  origi¬ 
nally  intended)  and  printed  separately. 

To  the  best  of  our  knowledge  these  notes  were  never  issued 
in  original  form,  so  it  is  not  proper  to  call  these  “reprints.” 
Rather,  these  apparently  are  issued  for  the  first  time!  Whatever, 
they  certainly  constitute  a  very  attractive  and  collectible  set. 

These  notes  have  been  very  popular  with  our  clients  and  we 
again  offer  this  set  at  a  very  special  price. 

We  offer  you  a  set  for  $29.95  or  buy  a 
group  of  10  sets  for  resale ,  distribution  at 
a  club  meeting,  etc.,  for  only  $179.95. 
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Rare  Coin  ftei'iewNo.  I  D 


Lustrous  Gem  1 903  $5 


191 1-D  AU-55.  Brilliant  surfaces.  Nice  eye  appeal 


for  the  grade . 1,595 

191 1-D  AU-50  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 1,295 

1912  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 209 


1913  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Another  of  the 
many  gold  coins  recently  added  to  our  stock. 
The  price  of  gold  bullion  has  been  low  in  re¬ 
cent  times,  and  this  seems  to  have  spurred  a 
demand  for  just  about  all  gold  coins,  common 


and  rare . 795 

1914  AU-58  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 365 

1915  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 315 

1915  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 225 

1925-D  MS-60.  Brilliant . 249 

Gem  1926  Quarter  Eagle 

1926  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 3,995 

1926  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  splendid  speci¬ 
men  that  is  sure  to  please.  Not  easy  to  find  at 
this  grade  level . 1,150 

1926  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 750 

1927  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 790 

1928  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  attractive. 

Mostly  brilliant  with  some  splashes  of  lilac  on 
the  reverse . 875 

1928  AU-58.  Attractive  amber  toning . 205 

1929  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,150 

1929  MS-61.  Brilliant . 295 


Three  Dollar  Gold 

1854  AU-58  (NGC).  First  year  of  issue,  and  the 
only  year  with  the  word  DOLLARS  in  small 
letters.  Brilliant  with  much  lustre . 1,195 


Mint  State  1878  $3 


1878  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  An  ideal 

coin  for  a  type  set . 2,995 

1878  AU-58  (PCGS).  A  splendid  coin  for  which  the 
reverse  is  fully  equal  to  a  Mint  State  coin.  1 ,250 

Half  tiaiiles 


Attractive  1802/1  $5  Gold 


1802/1  Breen  2-1.  AU-53  (PCGS).  An  attractive 
specimen  of  this  early  issue.  The  overdate  fea¬ 
ture  is  very  bold . 3,850 

1834  Classic  Head,  Plain  4,  No  Motto.  AU-58 


(NGC).  Some  proof  like  surface  is  visible  in  pro¬ 
tected  areas . 1,295 

1834  Classic  Head,  Plain  4,  No  Motto.  AU-53 

(PCGS) . 925 

1834  Classic  Head,  Plain  4,  No  Motto.  EF-45 

(ANACS) . 475 

1834  Classic  Head,  Plain  4,  No  Motto.  EF-45 

(PCGS) . 475 

1836  Breen-6509.  AU-50 . 850 

1845-0  EF-45  (NGC).  Scarce  at  this  grade 

level .  1,450 

1847  Breen-6570.  Doubled  7.  AU-55 . 995 

1850  AU-58  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  attractive. 
An  exceptional  specimen  of  an  issue  which, 
when  seen,  is  apt  to  be  in  a  significantly  lower 
grade .  1,995 


1852-D  AU-50.  Bright  yellow  gold.  A 
beautiful  example;  one  of  the  finest  we’ve 


seen .  2,150 

1878  MS-60.  Brilliant . 495 

1879-CC  EF-40  (PCGS).  Some  lustre  remains  in 
protected  areas.  Rare  issue . 1,550 


1881-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 2,250 


Gem  1886-S  $5  Gold 


1886-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  While  the  1 886- 
S  is  seen  quite  regularly,  and,  in  fact,  is  quite 
plentiful  in  lower  grades,  at  the  MS-64  level  it 
is  a  rarity. . 2,850 

1892- S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Quite  scarce  in 

Mint  State,  although  readily  available  in  worn 
grades . 1 ,095 

1893- 0  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  popular  and 

somewhat  scarce  New  Orleans  issue . 1 ,495 

1895  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 419 

1897  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 295 

1897  AU-58  (NGC) . 210 

1898  MS-60 . 275 


Try  Us  and  You  ll  Like  Us! 
We  Guarantee  It! 


1903  MS-64  (PCGS).  FLxceptionally  nice.  A  qual¬ 


ity  coin  for  a  type  set . 2,850 

1903  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 

1907  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 350 


1908  Liberty.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ..2,150 


Mint  State  1909-D  $5 


1909-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  nice  coin  for 
a  type  set.  While  1909-D  is  relatively  available 
in  lower  Mint  State  levels,  in  MS-64  grade  it  is 

fairly  scarce.  Featured  on  our  cover . 4,195 

1909-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Another  new  purchase. 
Brilliant  and  frosty. . 1,795 


1909-0  AL1-58  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  The 
key  issue  in  the  Indian  Head  half  eagle  series. 
Notable  as  the  last  gold  coinage  variety  struck 
at  the  New  Orleans  Mint.  Only  34,200  ex¬ 
amples  were  struck,  by  far  the  lowest  produc¬ 


tion  figure  of  the  design  type . 3,895 

191 1  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 575 


Gem  1912  $5  Gold 


1912  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  beauty  guaran 


teed  to  please! . 5,295 

1913  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 575 


1913-S  AU-S8  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Scarce  issue. .  (i  5 
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1914  MS-63.  Brilliant,  lustrous.  Quite  rare  so 
fine .  1,950 

1  he  1914  is  quite  elusive  in  Mint  State,  in  fact,  our  ex¬ 
perience  has  been  that  the  only  Indian  halt  eagle  readily  avail¬ 
able  in  Mint  State  is  the  1 909-D,  trailed  at  a  long  distance  by 
the  1908  Philadelphia  issue.  Nearly  all  others  are  seldom  seen. 

1914  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,950 

Splendid  MS-63  1914-D  $5 


1914-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beautiful. 

A  find  for  the  discriminating  buyer. . 2,450 

1915  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 725 

1916-S  MS-60  (NGC).  Lightly  toned.  Significant 
as  the  final  Indian  half  eagle  issue  struck  at  the 
San  Francisco  Mint.  The  only  subsequent  issue 
was  struck  in  1929  at  Philadelphia . 625 

$1(1  (iolil  Eagles 

Choice  1801  $10  Gold 


1801  Breen  2-B.  Rarity-3.  EF-45  (PCGS).  A  choice 
specimen  of  this  early  eagle.  Another  of  the  many 
gold  coins  from  our  recent  buying  trip . 5,400 

1842- 0  EF-45  . 995 

1843- 0  EF-45  (ANACS).  Olive-gold  toning. 495 
1850  Large  Date.  AU-55  (PCGS).  A  high-grade  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  early  Liberty  Flead  $  1 0  date.  1 ,500 

1 88 1- CC  EF-45  (NGC) . 725 

1882- CC  EF-45  (PCGS) . 1,850 

1882-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,595 

1 884-CC  EF-45  (NGC).  Very  scarce  at  this  grade 

level . 1 ,495 

189 1-CC  AU-50  (NGC) . 495 

1 893-CC  EF-45  (PCGS).  Last  issue  of  the  Carson 
Ciry  Mint . 895 

Lustrous  Gem  1903  $10 


1903  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  gem  speci- 

rnrn . 3,895 


This  sketch  from  1879  depicts  an  outpouring  of  silver  and  gold  coins  coming  forth 
from  Treasury  vaults. 

A  bit  of  history:  Beginning  on  December  28,  1861,  specie  (gold  and  silver  coin) 
payments  began  to  be  suspended,  and  by  the  summer  of  1862,  scarcely  a  silver  or  gold 
coin  was  to  be  found  in  circulation  anywhere  on  the  East  Coast  or  in  the  Midwest.  In 
the  second  week  of  July,  1862,  the  situation  worsened,  and  not  even  copper-nickel 
Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  cents  were  in  evidence,  all  having  been  hoarded  by  the  public. 
To  fill  the  need  for  media  of  exchange,  a  variety  of  substitutes  appeared,  including 
Postage  Currency  (later  known  as  Fractional  Currency  notes)  encased  postage  stamps, 
scrip,  tickets,  and  the  soon  to  become  omnipresent  bronze  Civil  War  tokens. 
Meanwhile  the  outcome  of  the  Civil  War  was  uncertain,  and  citizens  continued  to 
hoard  silver  and  gold.  Production  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint  dropped  to  low  levels,  and 
pieces  were  used  only  for  export  or  for  sale  at  a  premium.  Curiously,  Uncle  Sam’s 
“greenback’’  currency  notes  of  1861-1 862  could  not  be  used  at  par  to  buy  gold  or  silver 
coins.  Instead,  a  premium  had  to  be  paid. 

In  time,  copper-nickel  Indian  cents  were  made  in  unprecedented  quantities,  and 
new  denominations  appeared,  such  as  the  bronze  two-cent  and  nickel  three-cent  and 
five-cent  pieces.  Still,  silver  coins  did  not  circulate.  Finally,  in  1873,  some  were  turned 
loose  by  the  Treasury,  but  it  was  not  until  April  30,  1876  that  truly  large  quantities 
were  put  onto  the  market. 

Toward  the  end  of  1878,  for  the  first  time  since  1862,  gold  coins,  silver  coins,  and 
paper  money  all  traded  at  the  same  value.  The  cartoon  above  is  a  little  bit  late,  inasmuch 
as  dollars  had  been  plentiful  for  several  years. 
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UNITED  STATES  GOLD 


1903-0  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 365 

1906-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  First 
$  1 0  issue  of  the  newly  opened  Denver  Mint; 
probably  struck  from  gold  from  the  Cripple 
Creek  Gold  District  about  75  miles  to  the 


southwest  of  Denver.  Each: . 895 

1906-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 

Struck  during  the  earthquake  year. 

1906-S  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant . 575 

1907  Liberty.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 895 


Delightful  1908-D  No  Motto  Rarity 


1908-D  Indian.  No  Motto.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A 
key  date  on  the  Indian  eagle  series.  Attractive 
light  orange-gold  toning.  Mint  State  examples 

of  this  issue  are  quite  underrated . 7,495 

A  little  known  fact  concerning  the  1908-D:  the  mint- 
mark  in  this  issue  is  literally  “way  out  in  left  field,”  and  is  to 
the  left  of  the  branch?  Mintmarks  on  all  later  $10  pieces  are 
in  an  entirely  different  position,  under  the  branch. 

Moreover,  not  only  was  the  mintmark  position  changed 
on  later  (with  motto  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST)  $10  pieces, 
many  other  details  of  the  reverse  were  reconfigured  as  well — 
different  letter  sizes,  distances  from  the  rim,  and  so  on. 


1910-S  AU-58  (ANACS).  Brilliant  and  satiny. 
Quite  scarce  this  nice . 579 

1912  AU-55.  Brilliant . 465 

1912-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,450 

Elusive  at  this  grade  level.  Probably  95%  of  known  speci¬ 
mens  of  1912-S  are  in  less  than  Mint  State. 

1913  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 485 

1915  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 485 

1926  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 850 

1932  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Last  readily  col¬ 
lectible  issue  of  the  denomination . 850 


$20  Gold 
Double  Eaoles 

In  the  past  month  or  two  there  has  been  a  great 
flurry  of  activity  in  $20  pieces,  coinciding  with  the 
fall  of  the  price  of  gold  bullion  on  world  markets. 
This  has  the  beneficial  effect  of  making  these  large, 
heavy,  and  impressive  $20  pieces  more  affordable 
than  ever. 

We  have  added  to  our  inventory  on  our  recent 
buying  trips,  with  the  result  that  this  issue  offers 
many  interesting  possibilities.  Among  Saint- 
Gaudens  pieces  of  1907  and  later  years,  our  stock 
is  in  depth  and  has  several  pieces  of  certain  dates 
and  mintmarks.  We  expect  them  to  sell  quickly,  so 
order  as  early  as  you  can. 


1861-S  EF-45 . 725 

1865-S  EF-45 . 725 

1873- S  AU-50  (NGC) . 595 

1874- CC  AU-50 . 995 


1874- S  AU-55 . 675 

1 875  AU-50  (NGC) . 595 

1 875- S  AU-50  (NGC) . 595 

1876  AU-50  (NGC) . ""’"”’595 

1 876- S  AU-50  (NGC) . 595 

1891-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 695 

1894-S  AU-50 . 625 

1 895  MS-62  (NGC).  A  very  nice  coin  which  seems 

to  be  graded  by  the  “old  and  somewhat  more 
conservative  interpretations  than  those  seen  to¬ 
day.  A  lovely,  brilliant  coin . 625 


1900  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  ...695 


1900  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 695 

1904  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 585 

1907  Liberty.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 585 


Gem  1907  Arabic  Date  $20 


1907  Saint-Gaudens.  Arabic  Numerals.  MS-65 

(PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  beautiful.  3,495 

1908  No  Motto.  MS-63  (PCGS) . 595 

1908  With  Motto.  MS-63  (PCGS) . 995 


Notable  Mint  State  1909  $20 


1909  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Difficult  to  find 
in  choice  Mint  State,  and  a  notable  offering  as 


such.  Lustrous  and  very  beautiful . 3,450 

1909/8  MS-61  (PCGS).  Bold  overdate . 1,350 

1909-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 850 

1910  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 835 

1910  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 795 

1910  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 


1910-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 685 

191 0-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 685 

1910-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 795 

1910- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

191 1- D  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 650 

191 1-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 650 

191 1-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 715 

191 1-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

191 3-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 

1913- D  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 650 

1914- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 895 

1914-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 675 

1914-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 675 

1914-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 595 

1914-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

1914- S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 575 

191 5- S  MS-65  (NGC).  Certainly  among  the  finer 

specimens  of  this  mintmark  issue  we’ve  offered 
in  recent  times.  One  of  many  gold  coins  from 
our  recent  buying  trip . 1,995 

191 5-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 595 

191 5- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

1916- S  MS-65  (NGC).  Another  nice  coin  from 

our  recent  buying  trip.  This  the  last  double  eagle 
issue  until  1920 . 1,850 

1922  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 


Gem  1922-S  $20  Rarity 


1922-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Rare  in  all 
grades,  particularly  so  at  the  lofty  level  here  of¬ 
fered.  This  coin  is  an  ideal  buy  for  the  connois¬ 
seur.  Not  often  do  we  have  such  a  beauty  to 


offer! . 4,850 

1923  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

1924  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

1925  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 595 

1926  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

1927  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 615 

1927  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 615 

1928  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 595 

1928  AU-58  (PCGS) . 595 


Gold  Coins  from  Bowers  and  Merenal 


If  you  enjoy  United  States  gold  coins  you 
have  come  to  the  right  place.  We  would  be 
delighted  to  help  you  with  your  type  set  or 
specialized  collection.  Check  this  listing 
which  includes  our  latest  acquisitions.  If  you 
don’t  see  what  you  are  looking  for,  then  give 
Gail  Watson  your  “want  list.  We  ll  keep 
you  posted  as  new  items  come  to  stock. 


When  you  order,  ask  Gail  about  our 
overnight  Federal  Express  service.  Just  $10 
on  orders  under  $500;  FREE  above  that 
amount.  Shipments  to  street  addresses  any¬ 
where  in  the  USA! 

Telephone  your  order  TODAY  by  1  p.m. 
Eastern  time,  and  you'll  enjoy  them  tomor¬ 
row! 
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A  Remarkable 
Numismatic 

Item! 


by  Mark  Borckardt 

Never  Before  Illustrated 

While  cataloguing  coins  and  other  items  from  an  old- 
time  collection,  I  had  the  chance  to  inspect  an  amazing 
“coin.”  Struck  in  cardboard ,  this  item  is  more  properly 
described  as  a  die  trial.  Actually,  the  little  piece  of  cardboard, 
as  illustrated  here,  has  two  obverses  and  one  reverse.  These 
a  re  pattern  dies  fo  r  t  h  e  1903  Loui¬ 
siana  Purchase  commemorative 
gold  dollars.  To  the  best  ot  my 
knowledge,  they  have  never  been 
illustrated  before! 

This  remarkable  numismatic 
item  has  reposed  for  many  years 
in  a  bank  vault  in  Pennsylvania, 
and  was  acquired  in  the  1 940s  or 
1950s  byagentleman  who  in  his 
time  was  one  of  Americas  most 
respected  numismatists.  Certain 
of  his  properties  have  been  auc¬ 
tioned  by  us  before — including 
his  remarkable  holding  of  Proof 
Indian  cents,  among  which  was 


v  M  ^  • 


Department  is  proceeding  as  rapidly  as  pos¬ 
sible  with  the  work  on  the  dies  for  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Purchase  Exposition  gold  dollar.  The  ob¬ 
verse  dies,  bearing  the  heads  of  Jefferson  and 
McKinley,  are  well  advanced. 

He  states  that  on  August  1 2th,  while  he  was 
in  Washington,  a  letter  was  sent  by  the  Hon¬ 
orable  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  Governor 
Francis,  of  St.  Louis,  asking  for  information  as 
to  what  it  was  desired  should  be  placed  upon 
the  reverse. 

If  this  information  could  be  supplied, 
sketches  could  be  made  at  once  and  submitted 
to  you  for  selection  and  approval. 

Initially  the  design  was  envisioned  to  be 
very  simple,  enclosing  the  figure  T’  in  an 
olive  branch. 

Apparently,  Director  Roberts  preferred  the  denomination 
spelled  as  ONE  DOLLAR.  Nearly  a  month  after  the  initial 
letter,  Mint  superintendent  Landis  wrote  the  following,  on 
October  2,  1902,  to  Roberts: 

Sir: 

I  beg  to  enclose  for  your  approval  designs,  impressed  in 

— ... - - — - cardboard,  for  the  St.  Louis  gold 

dollar. 

The  impression  in  the  center 
ol  lower  line  is  the  original  de¬ 
sign  for  the  reverse,  which  has 
/  \  already  been  submitted  to  you. 

In  the  other  designs  “one”  has 
been  substituted  for  the  figure  in 
||  accordance  with  your  sugges¬ 
tions. 

Taxay  provides  additional  in¬ 
formation  regarding  the  pro- 
,  posed  designs  and  the  motif  fi¬ 
nally  accepted: 

On  October  13,  [Charles] 
Barber  went  to  Washington  to 


a  hitherto-unknown  die  variety  of  the  1864-L  Proof,  and 
rare  restrike  cents  of  1 804,  1810,  and  1  823.  During  the  next 
several  years,  more  surprising  items  from  his 
estate  will  be  offered  in  our  auction  sales, 
including  the  cardboard  die  trial  described 
here. 


The  Background 

Although  a  precise  description  of  this 
item  has  not  been  available  before,  it  has 
been  noticed  in  the  literature.  Thirty  years 
ago,  Don  Taxay  reported  on  correspondence  be¬ 
tween  various  Mint  officials  regarding  the  souvenir 
gold  dollars  to  be  issued  for  the  Louisiana  Purchase 
Exposition.  The  first  letter  was  written  September  9, 

1902  by  acting  Mint  superintendent  Albert  Norris 
(who  was  soon  replaced  when  John  H.  Landis  was  ap¬ 
pointed)  to  Mint  Director  George  E.  Roberts  (from  Iowa; 
he  had  been  director  since  January  26,  1898): 

Sir: 

Mr.  George  T.  Morgan,  who  represents  Mr.  Barber,  the 
Engraver,  during  his  absence,  informs  me  that  the  Engraving 


Pattern  Impressions 

confer  with  Roberts  about  the  designs.  The  Director  considered 
the  olive  branch  too  large  and  asked  that  it  be  reduced.  Exactly 
one  month  later,  he  wrote  to  Barber  that  it  was 
still  “too  conspicuous”  for  the  size  of  the 
coin  and  its  lettering.  Eventually,  Barber 
managed  to  reduce  the  branch  sufficiently, 
and  the  coins  were  distributed  at  the  Loui¬ 
siana  Purchase  Exposition  in  St.  Louis 
during  1904. 

Apparently  very  few  of  the  cardboard 
impressions  were  produced.  A  set  of  these, 


Regular 

Issues 


illustrating  various  proposed  designs,  is  housed  in 
the  Smithsonian  Institution  with  the  notation 
“Property  of  Charles  Barber.” 

We  assume  that  a  second  set  was  produced,  as 
described  above,  for  Mint  Director  Roberts.  In  a  later 
reference,  Don  Taxay  simply  notes: 

Two  cardboard  trial  pieces  for  the  obverse,  and  six  lor  the 
reverse  of  the  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar  are  in  the 
Smithsonian  collection,  ex  [Stephen  K.]  Nagy.  At  least  two  ol 
the  latter  are  thought  to  show  the  denomination  by  a  numeral. 
However,  there  has  been  no  opportunity  to  verily  this,  nor 
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anything  else  about  the  pieces, 
owing  to  the  refusal  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Museum  to  permit  access 
to  them. 

Description  of  the  Design 

Until  very  recently,  Don 
Taxay’s  comments  and  the  let¬ 
ters  he  quoted  were  but  an  in¬ 
triguing  footnote  to  the  history 
of  these  gold  dollars.  Now  comes 
the  opportunity  to  share  with 
Rare  Coin  Review  readers  a  de¬ 
scription  of  the  designs: 

The  obverse  designs  featuring 
the  profiles  of  Thomas  Jefferson 
and  William  McKinley  are  the 
same  as  on  the  final  issue. 

Jefferson  was  president  in  1803 
and  signed  the  Louisiana  Pur¬ 
chase  agreement.  McKinley  was 
in  the  White  House  in  1 903,  when  the  1 00th  anniversary  of  the  event 
was  celebrated.  Actually,  although  the  festivities  were  intended  for 
1903,  it  was  not  until  1904  that  the  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition 
opened  for  business  in  St.  Louis.  However,  the  coins  bear  the  correct 
anniversary  date,  1903. 


This  cardboard  trial,  which 
measures  1.27  inches  high  by 
1 .60  inches  wide,  appears  to  be 
very  much  the  same  as  described 
in  the  October  letter  from 
Landis  to  Roberts.  We  have 
not  heard  of  the  existence  of 
any  others  outside  the 
Smithsonian  Institution. 

The  final  quarter  of  the  20th 
century  will  undoubtedly  be 
known  as  a  time  of  great  re¬ 
search  in  the  history  of  Ameri¬ 
can  numismatics.  More  has 
been  discovered  and  reported 
in  the  past  23  years  than  during 
the  past  century.  Each  new  dis¬ 
covery  brings  us  just  a  little 
closer  to  the  final  history  of 
our  nation’s  coinage. 

Bibliography: 

Taxay,  Don,  An  Illustrated  History  ofU.S.  Commemorative  Coinage.  New 
York:  Arco  Publishing  Company,  Inc.,  1967,  pp.  19-21. 

Taxay,  Don,  editor.  The  Comprehensive  Catalogue  and  Encyclopedia  of 
United  States  Coins.  New  York:  Scott  Publishing  Co.,  1970,  p.  235. 


Comparison  of  the  reverse  yields  the  following  differences: 

DENOMINATION: 

Pattern  issue:  Expressed  as  1  DOLLAR. 

Final  issue:  Expressed  as  ONE  DOLLAR. 

OLIVE  BRANCH: 

Pattern  issue:  Long  and  with  16  leaves  and  2  berries. 

Final  issue:  Short  and  with  1 0  leaves  and  3  berries. 

CONCERNING  THE  1903  DATE: 

Pattern  issue:  Positioned  left  of  center  over  ST.  LOUIS;  period 
after  date. 

Final  issue:  Centered  over  ST.  LOUIS;  no  period  after  date. 

CONCERNING  “ST.  LOUIS": 

Pattern  issue:  Period  before  ST.  LOUIS,  none  after. 

Final  issue:  Period  before  and  period  after  ST.  LOUIS. 


Bronzing  Room  in 
Washington  D.  C. 

Photograph  taken  in  the  1 860s  in  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.C.,  as  part  of  a  series  put  out  by  the 
American  Stereoscopic  Company.  The  caption 
reads  “Bronzing  Room,  Money  Printing,  De¬ 
partment  of  Treasury.”  “Bronzing”  refers  to  an 
oval  frame  of  bronze  ink  applied  to  the  face  of 
certain  fractional  currency  notes  in  an  effort  to 
deter  counterfeiting.  Apparently  a  room  was 
called  this,  although  we  suspect  that  the  devices 
to  the  right  were  used  for  something  besides 
imprinting  bronze  ovals.  Affixed  to  the  gas 
chandelier  in  the  center  is  a  sign  which  says 
“POSITIVELY  NO  ADMITTANCE/THIS 
ROOM.”  However,  it  seems  from  the  picture 
that  one  had  to  already  be  in  the  room  before  the 
sign  could  be  read.  The  operatives  are  young 
ladies,  possibly  some  of  them  hand-selected  by 
Spencer  M.  Clark,  whose  peccadilloes  with  his 
lady  employees  caused  a  federal  investigation 
(details  of  which  are  recounted  in  our  book. 
Collecting  Coins  and  Making  Money ,  A  Peek  at 
the  19th  Century ,  available  from  our  Publica¬ 
tions  Department).  (Photograph  courtesy  of 
David  Sundman) 
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Coins  far  Sale 


Our  inventory  emphasizes  commemoratives  of  the 
“classic”  era  1892-1954,  with  many  low-mintage 
issues  available  for  reasonable  prices.  These  have  been 
popular  with  numismatists  for  a  long  time,  and  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  so.  However,  in  recent  times  the  market 
levels  have  been  quite  low,  probably  due  to  the  nega¬ 
tive  influence  that  abuses  practiced  by  the  govern¬ 
ment  for  modern  commemoratives  have  had  on  the 
outlook  of  many  collectors.  This  translates  into  a 
market  opportunity  whereby  many  fine  pieces  can  be 
obtained  for  reasonable  prices. 

If  commemoratives  are  your  forte,  you  have  come 
to  the  right  place.  If  you  don’t  have  anything  special 
in  mind,  we  suggest  starting  a  basic  type  set  which 
consists  of  48  different  designs  of  half  dollars  plus 
the  1893  Isabella  quarter  and  1900  Lafayette  dol¬ 
lar,  for  a  grand  total  of  50  coins.  Our  inventory 
offers  the  majority  of  the  various  issues  for  your 
selection. 

1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-60.  Lustrous  and  beau¬ 


tiful . 319 

The  first  commemorative  quarter  dollar  in  American 
numismatics.  Fairly  scarce  in  all  grades. 

1892  Isabella  quarter.  MS-60  (PCGS) . 319 

1893  Isabella  quarter.  AU-55.  Brilliant . 265 

1921  Alabama.  Plain.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 950 


On  the  obverse  are  pictured  two  governors  of  Alabama, 
the  governor  when  the  area  became  a  state,  and  the  current 
governor  in  1921.  The  latter  became  the  first  living  person 
ever  to  be  pictured  on  an  American  legal  tender  coin.  On  the 
other  hand,  there  were  many  precedents  for  pictures  of  living 
people  on  currency,  including  Abraham  Lincoln  and  Spencer 


M.  Clark  in  the  1 860s. 

1921  Alabama.  Plain.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  245 

1921  Alabama  2X2.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 475 

1921  Alabama  2X2  AU-55  (NGC).  Brilliant.  200 
1936  Albany.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 280 

The  artist  for  this  issue,  Gertrude  Lathrop,  kept  a  live 
beaver  in  her  studio  when  she  modeled  the  design. 

1936  Albany.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 210 

1936  Albany.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 210 

1937  Antietam.  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 395 

1935  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 98 

The  Arkansas  series,  which  ran  through  1 939,  was  never 


particularly  popular  in  its  era,  nor  is  it  particularly  popular 
now  (despite  the  incumbent  in  the  White  House  being  from 
there).  This  translates  into  the  opportunity  to  acquire  attrac¬ 
tive  Uncirculated  pieces  of  low  mintages  for  low,  low  prices. 
The  present  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  has  many  oppor¬ 


tunities. 

1935  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 84 

1935-D  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 98 

1935-1)  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 91 

1935- S  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 275 

1 936-  S  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 98 

1935-S  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 91 


1936  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 325 

1936  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 91 


1936-D  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . .....420 

1936-D  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 135 
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Special  Pre-Publication  Offer 
Buy  Three  “Little  Editions,  ”  Get  One  Free! 

A  series  of  monographs  on  a  variety  of  coin-related  topics,  from  famous 
(and  not-so-famous)  figures  in  numismatic  history  to  studies  on  popular 
series  to  investigative  reports.  Each  Little  Edition  is  a  fascinating  read, 
whether  you  are  new  to  collecting  or  an  “old  timer.”  Written  by  Q.  David 
Bowers  and  a  variety  of  other  numismatic  personalities,  these  small  vol¬ 
umes  will  provide  hours  of  enjoyment. 

The  first  set  ol  four  volumes  will  include: 

A  Tale  from  the  1 890s:  A  Curious  Thievery  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint 

by A.L.  Drummond 

A  detective  story,  told  by  the  former  Chief  of  the  Unites  States  Secret 
Service,  about  missing  gold  and  its  recovery. 

A  Review  of  the  Commemorative  Coin  Market 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 

Stories  of  the  boom-and-bust  market  lor  commemoratives  in  the  1930s 
and  an  action  plan  for  the  beginner. 

The  Curious  Case  of  the  Coin  Collectors  Kline 

by  Dr.  Joel  J.  Orosz,  NLG 

An  intriguing  mystery  is  solved  in  this  investigation  of  two  important, 
yet  relatively  unknown,  names  of  the  1800s. 

Woodward  s  Sale  of  the  John  F.  McCoy  Collection 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 

An  excursion  back  to  the  exciting,  early  days  ol  American  coin  collect¬ 
ing  in  the  1860s. 

You  can  take  advantage  of  our  special  pre-publication  offer  on  these 
books.  After  publication,  these  volumes  will  retail  at  $5.95  each,  or  $  1 9.95 
per  four-volume  set.  Right  now,  if  you  buy  all  four,  you  can  get  one  vol¬ 
ume  free,  your  total  cost  for  all  four  will  be  only  $17.85  (plus  postage). 
This  offer  is  limited,  however,  and  expires  October  31,  1997.  To  order 
call  Mary  or  Donna  at  1-800-222-5993  and  ask  lor  our  “Little  Edition 
Special.” 
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1936-D  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 91 

1936-D  Arkansas.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 78 

1936-S  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 420 

1936-S  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 135 

1936-S  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 91 

1936- S  Arkansas.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 78 

1937  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 325 

1937  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 98 

1937  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 91 

1937- D  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 450 

1937-D  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 135 

1937-D  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 105 

1937-S  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 1 15 

1937- S  Arkansas.  MS-62  ((NGC).  Brilliant.  .110 

1938  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 155 

1938  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 140 

1 938- D  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 735 

1938-D  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  Rare . 169 

1 938-D  Arkansas.  MS-60.  Brilliant.  Low  mint¬ 
age .  133 

1938-S  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 735 

1938-S  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 185 
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1938-S  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 169 

1938- S  Arkansas.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  145 

1939  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 350 

Very  low  mintage  of  just  2,104  pieces,  with  a  distribu¬ 
tion  of  just  2,100 — one  of  the  lowest  production  Figures  for 
any  legal  tender  United  States  coin  of  the  present  century. 

1939  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 299 

1939- D  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 315 

1939-S  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 805 

1939-S  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Rare! . 350 

1936-S  Bay  Bridge.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 140 

At  the  time  of  distribution  these  coins  could  be  purchased 
at  a  drive-up  concession  at  the  bridge  itself. 

1934  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 98 

1934  Boone.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 91 

1935  Boone  with  small  “1934.”  MS-64.  Bril¬ 
liant .  155 

1935  Boone  with  small  “1934."  MS-63.  Bril¬ 
liant .  140 

1935-S  Boone  with  small  “1934.”  MS-65.  Bril¬ 
liant.  A  rarity;  only  2,000  were  distributed  from 
a  mintage  of  only  2,004! . 945 

1935  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1 15 


1935-D  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 115 

1935-D  Boone.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 98 

1935-S  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 205 

1935-S  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1 15 

1935- S  Boone.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 325 

1936  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 105 

1936  Boone.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 98 

1936- D  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1 19 

1936-S  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 175 

1936- S  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1  19 

1937  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 175 

1937  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1  1  5 

1937- D  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Rare  so  nice. 490 

1937-D  Boone,  MS-64.  Brilliant . 335 

1937- S  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant  and  rare . 525 

1938  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 495 

1938  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 429 

1938- D  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 429 

1938-S  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 495 

1938-S  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 429 

1938-S  Boone.  MS-63.  Brilliant,  rare!  . 385 

1936  Bridgeport.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 309 


C.  Douglas  Thom  Writes 


The  following  is  from  C.  Douglas  Thom, 
poet  and  client: 

“Dear  Dave, 

“Thank  you  for  actually  publishing  my 
little  poem  on  page  43  of  your  J uly-August 
issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review.  Although  I 
have  been  published  before,  this  came  at  a 
perfect  time.  My  mother,  who  lives  in  Sioux 
City,  Iowa,  has  been  ill  for  some  time  and  as 
a  result  is  somewhat  depressed.  She  thinks  I 
am  about  the  greatest  thing  since  sliced 
bread,  so  I  sent  her  a  copy  of  page  43  (which, 
by  the  way,  I  noted  was  in  the  center  of  the 
publication — prime  location)  and  a  color 
copy  of  the  cover.  She  was  very  excited, 
called  me  right  away  and  from  her  voice 
seemed  in  much  better  spirits.  I  can’t  begin 
to  tell  you  how  good  it  made  me  feel  that  she 
had  a  bit  of  light  thrown  her  way,  thanks  to 
you. 

“Aside  from  the  fact  of  publication  it 
impressed  me  greatly  that  you  would  give  up 
that  much  potential  revenue generatingspace. 
That  indicates  to  me  that  you  are  not  just  in 
this  field  for  the  ‘bucks’  and  that,  sir,  is  a 
marvel.  Another  marvel  is  that  you  would 
publish  something  sent  in  by  a  truly  ‘small¬ 
time’  buyer  of  your  material.  That  tells  me 
volumes  about  you  and  your  character. 

“Now  on  to  other  things. 

“From  time  to  time,  and  purely  by  word 
of  mouth  reputation,  I  have  the  opportunity 
to  review  /  evaluate  /  inventory  /  purchase  / 
broker  estates  or  hoards  of  numismatic  inter¬ 


est  and/or  value.  One  of  my  purchases  was  of 
several  boxes  of  numismatic  books,  holders, 
and  albums.  The  books  included  numerous 
first  editions  of  numismatic  interest,  old  Brown 
and  Dunn  books,  Redbooks,  Bluebooks,  cata¬ 
logues  and  even  Volume  One  Number  1  of 
the  Canadian  Numismatic  Courier.  T  wo  of  the 
books  I  thought  might  interest  you.  The  first 
is  a  limited  edition  of  the  journal  of  President 
Lincoln’s  appointed  Register  of  the  T reasury, 
Lucius  E.  Chittenden.  It  covers  a  brief  period 
from  April  15,  1861  to  July  14,  1861.  I  have 
included  a  few  pages  for  you  to  review.  If  you 
do  not  already  have  this  book  in  your  extensive 
library,  it  would  be  my  pleasure  to  send  it  to 
you.  It  is  more  personal  in  nature  than  numis¬ 
matic,  but  it  does  give  insights  that  one  does 
not  usually  think  about.  The  book  is 
hardbound,  133  pages  in  length  and  is  in  a 
hardbound  slipcover. 

“1  could  use  a  little  assistance  with  another 
of  the  books  in  the  hoard  if  possible.  It  is  what 
appears  to  be  an  1887  German  book  that 
relates  to  early  coins  in  Europe.  Portions  of  the 
book  are  laid  out  by  date  with  some  dating 
back  to  1327.  there  are  also  numerous  plates 
which  I  have  copied  and  included.  My  desire 
is  to  identify  the  book,  its  value  and  to  sell  the 
book  to  someone  who  can  actually  put  it  to 
good  purpose.  That  is  assuming  it  is  what  I 
think  it  is.  I  know  you  are  very  busy  and  may 
not  have  time  to  investigate  this  item,  and  it 
so,  I  understand.  I  do  have  other  avenues 
which  can  shed  some  light  on  this  book  and 


there  are  certainly  many  dealers  in  this  type 
of  material.  The  reason  I  am  asking  you  is 
because  of  your  obvious  interest  in  research. 

“Speaking  of  research,  I  live  in  Salt  Lake 
City.  One  of  the  libraries  in  town  houses  the 
largest  genealogical  research  facility  in  the 
world.  If  you  have  not  already  looked  into  it 
for  your  new  book  I  would  be  happy  to  see 
what  information  they  may  have  on  Augustus 
Sage,  about  whom  I  enjoyed  reading  in  your 
last  Rare  Coin  Review.  Just  let  me  know.  The 
research  is  easy  and  probably  wouldn’t  take 
much  time  at  all. 

“I  have  just  finished  for  the  second  time, 
your  American  Coin  Treasures  and  Hoards 
book.  It  has  everything  a  book  should  have: 
information,  excitement,  intrigue,  humor, 
romance  of  a  sort.  And,  it  is  well  written.  It 
also  has  a  generous  portion  of  the  stuff  of 
which  dreams  are  made.  With  your  book  as 
my  guide  I  have  been  able  to  locate  and 
retrieve  two  of  the  “lost”  hoards  amounting 
to  over  $50,000  face  value  in  numismatic 
treasures.  (Just  kidding,  but  didn’t  you  get  a 
bit  excited  for  just  a  split  second?) 

“Last  but  not  least  1  have  included  my 
order  form  for  yet  more  books.  As  I  men¬ 
tioned  before  in  this  lengthy  pseudo  tome  1 
do  purchase  many  books.  My  wife  tells  me  I 
have  more  than  I  will  ever  have  the  time  to 
read  and  that  our  house  has  run  out  of  room 
for  them,  but  gee  whiz! 

“P.S.  Congratulations  on  your  recent 
‘Rarities  Sale,  Wow! 
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Featured  on  the  obverse  is  none  other  than  P.T.  Barnum, 
America’s  most  famous  showman.  It  is  a  matter  of  numis¬ 
matic  interest  that  in  the  1830s  Rarnum's  American  Mu¬ 
seum,  New  York  City,  mounted  a  large  display  of  rare  coins. 
Viewed  by  the  public,  this  exhibit  caused  many  to  take  up 
the  pursuit  of  numismatics,  as  recalled  years  later  by  pio¬ 
neer  dealer  Augustus  B.  Sage.  Less  well  known  are  the  roots 
of  Barnum's  museum,  which  was  a  successor  to  Scudder’s 
Museum  and,  before  that.  Baker's  Museum,  and  before  that 


the  Tammany  Museum. 

1936  Bridgeport.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 155 

1925-S  California.  MS-65.  Brilliant,  rare  so 

fine .  840 

1925-S  California.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 185 


1951  Carver- Washington.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  ...45 

The  Carver- Washington  series,  which  began  in  1951  and 
continued  through  1954,  was  generally  igored  at  that  time. 
Few  collectors  bothered  to  add  to  sets  each  year.  The  result  is 
that  many  coins  are  scarcer  than  even  their  low  mintages 
indicate.  With  regard  to  scattered  issues  in  the  series  that 
have  high  mintages,  many  of  the  coins  were  melted.  It  is 
somewhat  of  a  numismatic  mystery  as  to  precisely  how  many 
of  each  Carver- Washington  half  dollar  die  variety  actually 
were  distributed. 

1951-D  Carver-Washington.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  49 
1951-D  Carver-Washington.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  34 
1951-S  Carver-Washington.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  49 

1951- S  Carver-Washington,  MS-63.  Brilliant.  34 

1952  Carver-Washington.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  ...35 

1952  Carver-Washington.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  12.95 

1952- D  Carver-Washington.  MS-65-  Brilliant.  210 
1952-D  Carver-Washington.  MS-64,  prooflike.  .  85 
1952-S  Carver-Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  105 

1952- S  Carver-Washington.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  69 

1953  Carver-Washington.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  ...63 

1953- D  Carver-Washington,  MS-64.  Brilliant. 63 
1953-S  Carver-Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  98 
1953-S  Carver-Washington.  MS-65  (ANACS). 

Brilliant . 98 

1953- S  Carver-Washington.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  63 

1954  Carver-Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  .  195 

1954- D  Carver-Washington.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  56 

1954-D  Carver-Washington.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  42 
1954-S  Carver-Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  84 
1954-S  Carver-Washington.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  42 
1936  Cincinnati.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 280 

This  issue  was  the  brainchild  of  Thomas  G.  Melish,  a 
Cincinnati  numismatist  who  sought  to  cash  in  on  the  com¬ 
memorative  boom.  With  appropriate  friends  in  Congress,  he 
was  able  to  put  together  what  amounted  to  his  own  personal 
commemorative  issue,  commemorating  Cincinnati  as  the  50th 
anniversary  of  being  an  American  musical  center,  although 
then  or  now,  no  one  has  been  able  to  find  anything  particu¬ 
larly  significant  in  the  field  of  music  that  happened  in  Cin¬ 
cinnati  50  years  earlier,  in  1886.  Melish  could  set  his  own 
retail  price,  which  he  did,  and  distribute  them  as  he  saw  fit, 
which  he  also  did.  All  of  this  makes  fascinating  reading.  This 
prompts  us  to  recommend  that  you  acquire  a  copy  of  Dave 
Bowers’  landmark,  award-winning  book,  Commemorative 
Coins  of  the  United  States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia,  which 
will  keep  you  busy  for  many  days  reading  the  intricacies, 
plots,  mysteries,  and  other  aspects  of  commemoratives — in¬ 


cluding  the  Cincinnati  half  dollar. 

1 936  Cincinnati.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 275 

1 936- D  Cincinnati.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 315 

I936-D  Cincinnati.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 295 

1936-S  Cincinnati.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 315 

1936-S  Cincinnati.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 299 

1936  Cleveland.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 210 


[he  late  Cincinnati  dealer,  Sol  Kaplan,  rook  a  fancy  to 
rfv  1956  Cleveland  half  dollar  and  attempted  to  corner  the 
market  on  rh'-m.  which  he  did  with  some  degree  of  success. 


Interestingly,  although  Cleveland  half  dollars  were  dated 
1936,  many  of  them  were  also  struck  (restruck)  in  1937. 


1936  Cleveland.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 95 

1936  Cleveland.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 84 

1936  Cleveland.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 70 

1936  Columbia.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 259 

1936-D  Columbia.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 259 

1936-S  Columbia.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 275 

1892  Columbian.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 840 


Issued  by  the  World’s  Columbian  Exposition,  which  was 
supposed  to  have  opened  in  Chicago  in  1 892,  commemorat¬ 
ing  the  400th  anniversary  of  Columbus’  “discovery”  of 
America.  Construction,  however,  ran  behind  schedule,  and 
the  gates  were  not  thrown  open  to  the  general  public  until 
1893.  Meanwhile,  many  1892-dated  half  dollars  were  pro¬ 
duced.  this  being  the  first  American  commemorative  coin  of 
this  denomination.  In  1893,  reflective  of  the  reality  that  the 
fair  opened  this  year,  many  additional  pieces  were  struck. 


1892  Columbian.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 155 

1892  Columbian.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 59 

1893  Columbian.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 155 

1893  Columbian.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 90 

1893  Columbian.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 59 

1935  Connecticut.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Scarce  in  gem 

grade . 630 


On  the  reverse  is  pictured  the  Charter  Oak.  Critics  in 
1935  suggested  that  the  leaves  were  much  too  large,  but  the 
answer  was  that  this  was  merely  artistic  license.  The  Charter 
Oak  stood  in  Hartford  until  it  was  blown  down  in  a  wind¬ 


storm  in  the  1850s. 

1935  Connecticut.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 275 

1935  Connecticut.  MS-63  Brilliant . 250 

1936  Delaware.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 409 


Depicted  is  the  Old  Swedes  Church,  which  prompts  us 
to  mention  that  the  other  day  we  received  a  letter  from  a 
reader  who  discussed  his  specialty  of  collecting  buildings  on 
coins.  While  some  commemoratives  have  buildings  on  them, 
relatively  few  circulating  coins  do.  The  great  field  of  oppor¬ 
tunity  is  among  tokens  and  medals.  Perhaps  someday  some¬ 
one  will  write  a  book  about  buildings  depicted  on  American 


numismatic  issues. 

1936  Delaware.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 239 

1936  Delaware.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 230 

1936  Elgin.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 710 


Gloria  Rovelstad,  widow  of  Trygve  Rovelstad  (who  de¬ 
signed  the  Elgin  half  dollar),  is  active  today  in  endeavoring 
to  have  the  City  of  Elgin  create  the  Pioneer  Memorial  de¬ 
picted  on  the  half  dollar.  It  was  intended  to  do  this  years  ago, 
but  sufficient  funds  have  never  been  raised.  Meanwhile,  in¬ 
flation  has  taken  its  toll.  It  is  heartening  to  note  that  in  re¬ 
cent  times  the  statuary  group  has  achieved  great  prominence, 
and,  in  fact,  was  featured  in  the  1996  Fourth  of  July  parade 
in  Elgin.  Gloria  Rovelstad  keeps  in  close  touch  with  your 
editor,  and  every  now  and  then  we  reprint  some  scraps  of 
information  and  photographs  she  sends  along. 


1936  Elgin.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 239 

1936  Elgin.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 225 

1936  Gettysburg.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 560 

1936  Gettysburg.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 329 

1922  Grant.  Plain.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 295 

1922  Grant.  Plain.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 189 

1922  Grant.  Plain.  EF-45 . 550 


Guaranteed  Authenticity 

When  you  place  an  order  with  Bowers 
and  Merena,  you  never  have  to  worry  if  a 
coin  isauthentic.  We  unconditionally  guar¬ 
antee  forever  that  every  item  we  sell  is 
authentic! 


Gem  1928  Hawaiian 


1928  Hawaiian.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  gem 
specimen  of  the  most  desired  “type”  in  the  se¬ 
ries . 5,390 

Just  10,008  were  struck  of  the  1928  Hawaiian  half  dol¬ 
lar,  the  odd  eight  pieces  being  reserved  for  the  Assay  Com¬ 
mission.  Many  of  the  pieces,  possibly  even  most,  were  sold 
within  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  with  the  minor  part  of  the  mint¬ 
age  going  to  numismatists.  Thus,  pieces  became  scarce  on 
the  numismatic  market,  and  today  the  issue  remains  as  the 
most  desirable  single  “type”  or  major  design.  The  acquisi¬ 
tion  of  a  1928  Hawaiian  is  necessary  to  the  completion  of  a 
type  set,  while  certain  varieties  with  lower  mintages — such 
as  the  1935-D  and  1935-S  Boone  half  dollars  with  “Small 
1 934” — are  rarer,  they  are  not  needed  for  a  basic  design  set, 
but  are  in  the  realm  of  the  variety  specialist. 

Two  other  commemorative  half  dollars  have  mintages 
identical  to  the  Hawaiian:  the  1935  Hudson  and  1935  Old 
Spanish  Trail.  Interestingly,  the  “Old”  in  the  title  of  the  lat¬ 
ter  half  dollar  has  largely  been  forgotten,  and  in  modern  list¬ 
ings  the  coin  is  alphabetized  under  “S.”  The  1935  Hudson 
and  Old  Spanish  Trail  half  dollars  were  primarily  sold  to  the 
numismatic  community,  and  thus  larger  numbers  of  them 
survive  today  than  do  the  Hawaiians. 

1928  Hawaiian.  MS-63.  Essentially  brilliant 
with  just  a  hint  of  pale  champagne  iridescence. 
A  splendid  specimen  of  this  highly  desired  is¬ 


sue .  1,995 

1928  Hawaiian.  MS-61.  Brilliant.  Always  in  de¬ 
mand . 1,610 

1935  Hudson.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 575 

A  key  issue  in  the  series.  Always  in  demand. 

1935  Hudson.  AU-58.  Rarer  in  AU  than  in  Mint 

State  (for  most  went  to  collectors!) . 495 

1935  Hudson.  AU-55 . 465 

1924  Huguenot.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 550 

1924  Huguenot.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 92 

1946  Iowa.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 160 

1946  Iowa.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1 15 

1946  Iowa.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 89 

1925  Lexington.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 695 

1925  Lexington.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 1 19 

1925  Lexington.  AU-58.  Brilliant . 75 

1918  Lincoln-Illinois.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 625 


One  of  the  most  classic  designs  of  the  era,  especially 
the  reverse,  which  is  considered  by  many  to  be  the  finest 
work  of  John  R.  Sinnock  (who  later  became  the  chief  en¬ 


graver  at  the  Mint). 

1936  Long  Island.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 409 

1936  Long  Island.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 105 

1936  Long  Island.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 84 

1936  Long  Island.  MS-62.  Brilliant .  9 

1936  Long  Island.  AU-58  (NGC) . 65 

1936  Lynchburg.  MS-66  (NGC).  Smooth  satiny 

surfaces . 895 

1936  Lynchburg.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 20£> 

1936  Lynchburg.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 195 


1920  Maine.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  A  lustrous  gem.  NS1) 

This  particular  half  dollar  has  a  mysterious  aspect,  inas 
much  as  no  one  knows  who  actually  designed  it.  Anthony  de 
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Francisci  (who  is  better  known  for  the  1921  Peace  dollar 
made  the  next  year)  produced  models,  but  the  original  artist 
has  never  been  identified.  Perhaps  some  digging  in  the  Maine 
State  Archives  would  produce  the  needed  information. 


1920  Maine.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 225 

1920  Maine  AU-50 . 79 

1934  Maryland.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 369 

1934  Maryland.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 155 

1921  Missouri.  2^4.  AU-58.  Brilliant . 495 

1921  Missouri.  2-*4.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  475 

1921  Missouri.  Plain.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 699 

1921  Missouri.  Plain.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 525 

1921  Missouri.  Plain.  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant.  350 
1923-S  Monroe.  AU-55.  Brilliant . 36 


If  a  contest  were  to  be  held  for  the  most  unsatisfactory 
designs  in  the  classic  silver  half  dollar  series  1892-1954,  this 
coin  might  be  a  winner,  unless  it  were  to  be  edged  out  by  the 
1 926  Sesquicentennial — obviously  a  close  contest!  The  relief 
is  shallow  and  very  unsatisfactory. 

1938  New  Rochelle.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  695 

1938  New  Rochelle.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 369 

1938  New  Rochelle.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 350 

1936  Norfolk.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 525 

1936  Norfolk.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 420 

1936  Norfolk  commemorative  half  dollar  imprinted 
cardboard  holder  (five  spaces)  used  to  distribute 
the  pieces;  no  coins.  A  nice  exhibit  item  ....  149 
1926  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 149 

A  number  of  years  ago  the  Society  for  United  States 
Commemorative  Coins  took  a  poll  of  its  members,  and  the 
1926-1939  Oregon  Trail  Memorial  design  was  picked  as  the 
most  artistic.  The  motifs  are  indeed  beautiful,  reminiscent 
of  the  American  West.  Today  a  complete  collection  of  date 
and  mintmark  varieties  can  be  obtained  in  high  grade  for 


relatively  modest  cost,  with  the  present  issue  providing  a  great 
opportunity  in  this  regard. 

1926  Oregon.  AU-55  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 99 

1926-S  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 230 

1926-S  Oregon.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 135 

1926-S  Oregon.  MS-60 . 1 10 

1928  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 315 

1928  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 225 

1928  Oregon.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 205 

1933-D  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 315 

1933- D  Oregon.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 280 

1934- D  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 315 

1934-D  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 205 

1934-D  Oregon.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 189 

1936  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 219 

1936  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 165 

1936  Oregon.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 155 

1936- S  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 195 

1937- D  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 229 

1937- D  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 195 

1938  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 255 

1938  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 225 

1938  Oregon.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 210 

1938- D  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 295 

1938-D  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 245 

1938-S  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 269 

1938-S  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 245 

1938- S  Oregon.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 230 

1939  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 525 

This  was  the  last  year  that  Oregon  coins  were  released, 
and  only  in  limited  quantities.  Today,  such  pieces  are  scarce 
or  rare,  and  yet  the  market  price  is  remarkably  inexpensive. 

1939  Oregon.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 475 

1939- D  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 700 


1939-D  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 525 

1939-S  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 700 

1939-S  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 525 


1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  1,150 

It  was  originally  intended  that  these  and  other  Panama- 
Pacific  commemorative  coins  be  struck  on  the  Exposition 
grounds,  but  this  did  not  prove  feasible,  and  the  regular 
facilities  of  the  San  Francisco  Mint  were  used  instead. 

1915-S  Panama- Pacific.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 700 


1920  Pilgrim.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 99 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-60.  Brilliant . 78 

1920  Pilgrim.  AU-58.  Brilliant . 77 

1920  Pilgrim.  AU-55.  Brilliant . 73 

1920  Pilgrim.  AU-50.  Brilliant . 66 

1921  Pilgrim.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 750 


An  exploitative  issue.  The  year  1921  represented  no 
particular  anniversary,  and,  besides,  a  large  supply  of  un¬ 
sold  1920  half  dollars  was  still  on  hand.  The  book,  Com¬ 
memorative  Coins  of  the  United  States:  A  Complete  Encyclope¬ 
dia,  by  Q.  David  Bowers,  gives  all  of  the  details  of  this  and 
other  commemorative  half  dollars — fascinating  reading,  and 
at  a  very  inexpensive  price.  Check  our  Books  for  Sale  sec¬ 
tion.  Guarantee:  We  absolutely  guarantee  that  you  will  be 
delighted  with  this  book,  and  will  learn  a  great  deal — or  it 
can  be  sent  back  within  30  days  for  an  instant  refund.  Thou¬ 
sands  and  thousands  of  copies  have  been  sold,  and,  so  far  as 
we  know,  each  and  every  reader  has  been  pleased. 

1921  Pilgrim.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 250 


1936  Rhode  Island.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 315 

I  his  particular  issue  proves  that  Horace  M.  Grant,  a  well 
known  Providence,  RI,  rare  coin  dealer,  had  rather  flexible  ethics 

1936  Rhode  Island.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1  1  3 

1936-D  Rhode  Island.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 3 1  3 

1936-D  Rhode  Island.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1  15 

1936-D  Rhode  Island.  MS-62  (NGC).  bight  rose 

toning . 87 

1936-D  Rhode  Island.  MS-62  (PCGS).  bight 

golden  toning . 87 

1936-S  Rhode  Island.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 325 

1936-S  Rhode  Island.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1  15 

1936-S  Rhode  Island.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 99 

1936-S  Rhode  Island.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  87 

1937  Roanoke.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 259 

1937  Roanoke.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 235 

1936  Robinson.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 259 

1936  Robinson.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1 19 

1936  Robinson.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 98 

1936  Robinson.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 

1935-S  San  Diego.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 98 

The  market  prices  of  the  1935-S  and  1936-D  San  Di¬ 
ego  half  dollars  are  a  bit  lower  than  might  otherwise  be  ex¬ 
pected,  as  a  small  hoard  of  these  has  been  filtering  into  the 
market  in  the  past  decade  or  so.  In  time,  this  will  dry  up, 


Do  you  know  that  when  a  hear  has  a  headache,  it  takes  fiaj/rraspirin?  And,  all  hears, 
of  course,  have  bare  feet  and,  on  occasion,  can  be  embarrassed,  etc.  (puns  courtesy  ol 
our  numismatist  friend  Murray  Clark,  who  runs  C  lark  s  1  rading  Post  with  its 
trained  bears — one  of  our  state's  prime  tourist  attractions) .  Now,  to  the  subject  at  hand: 
Shown  here  is  a  real,  live  bear,  wild  and  not  at  all  trained,  which  our  financial  officer, 
Don  Snyder,  recently  photographed  (with  the  help  of  his  wife,  Linda)  during  its  visit 
to  Don’s  backyard.  The  large  bear,  which  probably  weighs  about  400  pounds,  knocked 
over  a  bird  feeder,  ate  its  contents,  and  then  decided  to  relax  on  the  lawn. 
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1935-S  San  Diego.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 87 

1935- S  San  Diego.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 80 

1936- D  San  Diego.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 109 

1936-D  San  Diet^o.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 84 

1926  Sesquicentennial.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 499 

1926  Sesquicentennial.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 169 

1926  Sesquicentennial  MS-62.  Brilliant . 100 

1926  Sesquicentennial.  MS-62  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant .  100 

1935  Spanish  Trail.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1,099 


A  highly  important  issue.  Just  10,000  were  distributed. 
Absolutely  essential  for  the  completion  of  a  design  type  set. 
These  pieces  were  distributed  by  L.W.  Hoffecker,  who  on 
one  hand  was  a  popular  numismatist,  but  on  the  other  proved 
to  be  somewhat  rascally,  when  it  was  shown  that  a  number  of 
statements  he  made  concerning  these  half  dollars  and  their 
being  sold  out  were  lies. 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-66  (NGC).  Bril¬ 


liant . 595 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-66  (PCGS) . 595 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 189 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 45 

1934  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 165 


Here  begins  the  extensive  run  of  Texas  commemoratives, 
which  continued  through  1938.  The  formation  of  a  com¬ 
plete  collection  of  these  is  a  very  affordable  possibility,  and 
even  the  lower  mintage  issues  are  very  inexpensive.  The  present 
Rare  Coin  Review  will  give  you  a  running  start. 


1934  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 126 

1934  Texas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 1 12 

1934  Texas.  MS-63  (ANACS) . 112 

1934  Texas.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 101 

1935  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 165 

1935  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1 19 


It  might  be  a  little  early,  but,  having 
come  across  this  coin  holder  the  other 
day  (the  front  of  which  is  pictured),  we 
thought  we  would  run  it.  Within  is  a 
circular  opening  for  inclusion  of  a  Booker 
T.  Washington  commemorative  half 
dollar — part  of  a  sales  promotion  idea 
which  must  not  have  had  much  success, 
for  we  have  only  seen  two  or  three  of 
these  over  the  years. 


Seasons  (reeting 


1935-D  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 165 

1935-D  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 126 

1935-S  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 165 

1935- S  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 126 

1936  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 149 

1936  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1 19 

1936- D  Texas.  MS-66.  Brilliant . 219 

1936- S  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 165 

1937  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 165 

1937- D  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 165 

1937-D  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 126 

1 937- S  Texas.  MS-66.  Brilliant . 252 

1937-S  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 165 

1937- S  Texas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 123 

1938  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 385 

1938  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 309 

1938  Texas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 275 

1938- D  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 329 

1938-S  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 315 

1925  Vancouver.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 390 


All  1925  Vancouver  pieces  were  struck  at  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Mint,  but  due  to  an  oversight,  the  S  mintmark  was 
omitted.  This  isn’t  the  first  time  this  was  done.  For  example, 
the  1883  Hawaiian  silver  coins  were  all  made  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  but  without  an  S  mintmark.  It  may  also  be  a  possi¬ 
bility  that  1 ,000  pieces  of  the  1 870-S  gold  dollar  were  made 
from  a  die  that  lacked  a  mintmark,  giving  the  coins  the 


appearance  of  a  Philadelphia  issue. 

1925  Vancouver.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 309 

1925  Vancouver.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  ...309 
1927  Vermont.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 189 

Among  early  commemoratives,  the  designs  of  the  Ver¬ 


mont  are  in  the  highest  relief  of  any — giving  each  piece  a 
sculptured  effect.  Even  so,  there  do  not  seem  to  have  been 
any  striking  problems,  and  nearly  all  pieces  we  have  seen  are 
quite  well  detailed. 

1927  Vermont.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 175 

1946  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-64.  Brilliant. 28 

If  you  are  a  reader  of  our  Coin  Collector  newspaper  you 
will  have  seen  some  news  recently  on  the  Booker  T.  Wash¬ 
ington  Monument  Visitors  Center  in  Franklin  County,  Vir¬ 
ginia.  On  display  is  a  very  nice  set  of  these  half  dollars — 
purchased  from  us. 

Today,  the  assembly  of  a  set  of  Booker  T.  Washington 
half  dollars  1946-1951  is  an  interesting  pursuit.  Even  scarce 
dates  are  very  inexpensive.  The  present  issue  of  the  Rare 
Coin  Review  offers  many  possibilities. 

1946  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-63.  Brilliant. 22 

1946- D  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-63.  Bril¬ 
liant .  25 

1947  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant. 84 

1947  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-64.  Brilliant. 45 

1947  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-63.  Brilliant. 42 

1947- D  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  45 

1 947- D  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  42 

1947-S  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  84 

1947- S  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  45 

1948  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-64.  Brilliant. 59 

1948  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-63.  Brilliant. 52 

1948- D  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-64.  Bril¬ 
liant .  59 

1 948 -  S  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-64.  Bril¬ 
liant .  59 

1949  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  105 

1949  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-64.  Brilliant. 89 

1949- D  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-65.  Bril- 


Mintage:  6,004. 

1949-D  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-64.  Bril¬ 


liant .  89 

1 949- S  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-65.  Bril¬ 
liant .  105 

1949- S  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-64.  Bril¬ 
liant . 95 

1950  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-65.  Bril  I  iant.77 

1950  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-64.  Brilliant. 59 

1950- D  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-64.  Bril¬ 
liant . 59 

195 0- S  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-66.  Bril¬ 
liant . 279 

Mintage:  512,091.  Probably,  most  were  never  distributed. 

1950-S  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-66  (NGC). 
Brilliant . 279 

1950- S  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  49 

1951  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant. 70 

Mintage:  510,082,  most  of  which  were  probably  melted. 

1951  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-64.  Brilliant. 42 

1951  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-63.  Brilliant. 39 

195 1- D  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  65 

195 1- S  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-66  (NGC). 


Brilliant . 273 

1951-S  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  70 
1951-S  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  65 

1936  Wisconsin.  MS-65-  Brilliant . 239 

1936  Wisconsin.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 210 

1936  York.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beauti¬ 
ful . 265 

1936  York.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 210 

1936  York.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 195 

1936  York.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 169 


Special  B.  T.  Washington 
Discount  Deal 


Repeating  a  Popular  “ Special ” 


Get  a  running  start!  We  will  do  our 
part  to  help  you  form  a  set  of  this  interest¬ 
ing  series.  Order  three  or  more  different 
Booker T.  Washington  (1946-1951)  and/ 
or  Carver-Washington  (1951-1954)  va¬ 
rieties,  grades  of  your  choice,  and  take  a 
4%  discount  off  the  top.  Order  10  or 
more,  and  make  that  a  7%  discount! 
Note:  As  for  some  grades  we  only  have 
one  or  two  in  stock,  we  would  really 
appreciate  alternate  choices  when  you 
order. 


Page  64 


Rare  Coin  Review  No.  I  ll) 


UNITED  STAT  US  C  0  M  M  K  M  0  It  AT  I VII  (III  \  S 


(omiiiniioralm1 
Silver  Coins 


In  the  following  “grid”  we  offer  PCGS  and 
NGC-certilied  coins  of  hand-picked  Premium 
Quality,  all  lustrous  and  with  brilliant  or  lightly 
toned  surfaces.  Each  coin  is  aesthetically  pleasing 
and  is  an  excellent  example  of  its  type.  Use  this 
special  offering  to  build  your  collection  of  com¬ 
memorative  coins,  one  of  Americas  most  interest¬ 
ing  series.  (For  other  fine  commemoratives  in 
grades  other  than  PCGS  and  NGC  MS-63,  64, 
and  65,  see  the  preceding  listing.)  As  many  other 
discriminating  buyers  have  done  for  40  years,  make 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  your  headquarters  for 
quality  and  value. 


VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1900  Lafayette  $1 

$1595 

1921  Alabama  plain 

475 

$950 

1921  Alabama  2X2 

665 

$3500 

1936  Albany 

249 

280 

375 

1 937  Antietam 

510 

630 

Arkansas  type 

1935 

84 

98 

269 

1935-D 

98 

275 

1936 

91 

325 

1936-D 

135 

420 

1936-S 

91 

1937 

91 

325 

1937-D 

135 

1937-S 

115 

450 

1938 

140 

1938-D 

185 

1938-S 

169 

1939 

,  299 

350 

1939-D 

315 

1939-S 

315 

350 

1936-S  Bay  Bridge 

119 

140 

Boone  type 

1934 

91 

1935 

98 

115 

1935-D 

115 

1935-S 

115 

1935/34 

155 

1935/34-S 

525 

945 

1936 

98 

105 

155 

1936-D 

119 

1936-S 

119 

175 

1937 

115 

175 

VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1937-D 

$245 

$335 

$490 

1937-S 

525 

1938 

429 

495 

1938-S 

429 

495 

1936  Bridgeport 

140 

155 

309 

1925-S  California 

185 

239 

840 

Carver- Washington 

1951-D 

49 

1951-S 

98 

1952 

28 

56 

1952-D 

210 

1952-S 

105 

1953 

63 

1953-D 

63 

1953-S 

98 

1954 

49 

1954-D 

42 

56 

1954-S 

42 

49 

84 

Cincinnati  type 

1936 

275 

1936-D 

295 

315 

630 

1936-S 

299 

315 

1936  Cleveland 

84 

95 

210 

Columbia,  S.C.  type 

1936 

225 

239 

1936-D 

230 

245 

1936-S 

315 

1892  Columbian 

155 

840 

1893  Columbian 

90 

155 

1935  Connecticut 

250 

275 

1936  Delaware 

239 

409 

1936  Elgin 

210 

225 

239 

1936  Gettysburg 

329 

560 

1922  Grant  plain 

189 

295 

885 

1928  Hawaiian 

2625 

5390 

1 924  Huguenot 

125 

140 

550 

1946  Iowa 

89 

95 

115 

1925  Lexington 

119 

165 

695 

1918  Lincoln-111. 

98 

189 

625 

1 936  Long  Island 

84 

105 

409 

1 936  Lynchburg 

195 

205 

295 

1920  Maine 

155 

225 

589 

1934  Maryland 

155 

175 

369 

1921  Missouri 

699 

1400 

1921  Missouri  2x4 

980 

1923-S  Monroe 

135 

359 

1 938  New  Rochelle 

329 

1 936  Norfolk 

420 

Oregon  Trail  type 

1926 

149 

219 

1926-S 

135 

149 

230 

1928 

225 

315 

1933-D 

280 

315 

1934-D 

189 

205 

1936 

165 

219 

VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65  | 

1936-S 

$185 

$195 

1937-D 

195 

1938 

225 

$255 

1938-D 

245 

295 

1938-S 

245 

269 

1939-D 

700 

1939-S 

525 

700 

1915-S  Pan-Pac 

700 

1920  Pilgrim 

99 

115 

490 

1921  Pilgrim 

175 

250 

750 

Rhode  Island  type 

1936 

115 

315 

1936-D 

99 

115 

315 

1936-S 

99 

115 

325 

1937  Roanoke 

215 

235 

259 

1936  Robinson 

98 

119 

259 

1935-S  San  Diego 

80 

87 

98 

1936-D  San  Diego 

91 

109 

1926  Sesqui 

169 

499 

5320 

1925  Stone  Mt. 

79 

189 

Texas  type 

1934 

112 

126 

165 

1935 

165 

1935-D 

126 

165 

1935-S 

126 

165 

1936 

119 

1936-D 

126 

1936-S 

126 

165 

1937-D 

126 

165 

1937-S 

126 

165 

1938 

275 

309 

1938-D 

315 

1938-S 

315 

1925  Vancouver 

390 

440 

1 927  Vermont 

189 

1936  Wisconsin 

195 

210 

239 

1936  York 

185 

195 

210 

BTW  Type 

1946 

28 

46 

1946-S 

28 

1947 

45 

1947-D 

45 

1947-S 

45 

1948 

70 

1948-D 

59 

77 

1948-S 

77 

1949 

89 

105 

1949-D 

105 

1950 

59 

77 

1950-D 

59 

77 

1950-S 

39 

49 

1951 

42 

70 

1951-D 

65 

70 

1951-S 

70 

Order  early  for  the  best  selection! 
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Coin  Quiz 

All  About  Gold! 


by  Q.  David  Bowers 


We  give  clues  concerning  gold  in  American  coinage.  Hoiv 
many  can  you  identify?  Get  six  or  more  right,  and  you  are  doing 
well.  Get  seven  or  eight  right,  and  you  are  in  the  expert  class  or 
close  to  it.  Get  nine  or  10  correct  (or  even  a  maximum  score  of 
12,  see  below),  and  you  should  send  in  your  resume! 

We ’ve  included  No.  1 1  as  a  bonus,  a  rather  obscure  question. 
If  you  get  this  one  right,  give  yourself  two  extra  points.  However, 
to  make  No.  11  even  more  difficult,  we ’ve  given  more  than  the 
normal  number  of  choices. 

1  •  Quite  possibly  the  earliest  gold 
coins  struck  in  the  United  States  were 
the  1786  (Lima  style)  and  1787  dou¬ 
bloons  produced  in  New  York  City 
by: 

a.  Birnam  Wood. 

b.  Ephraim  Brasher. 

c.  Capt.  James  Machin. 

d.  Tobias  Lear. 

2.  The  first  American  commemo¬ 
rative  gold  dollars  are  dated  1903  and, 
in  fact,  are  the  subject  of  an  article  in 
this  issue  by  Mark  Borckardt.  These 
were  made  in  connection  with  the  1 00th 
anniversary  of  the: 

a.  Monroe  Doctrine. 

b.  Establishment  of  Fort  Vancouver. 

c.  Discovery  of  the  Great  Salt  Lake. 

d.  Louisiana  Purchase. 

3.  Of  the  various  United  States 

branch  mints,  most  were  sited  near  areas  of  gold  or  silver 
production.  Which  one  of  these  mints  was  not  so  located: 

a.  New  Orleans  Mint. 

b.  Dahlonega  Mint. 

c.  Charlotte  Mint. 

d.  Carson  City  Mint. 

4.  In  America  in  the  1920s,  more  coins  of  this  gold 
denomination  were  struck  than  of  any  other;  in  fact,  more 
than  of  all  others  combined: 

a.  $2.30  gold  quarter  eagle. 

b.  $5  gold  half  eagle. 


c.  $1 0  gold  eagle. 

d.  $20  gold  double  eagle. 

5.  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens,  designer  of  the 
MCMV1I  (1907)  gold  $20,  modeled  the  coin 
on  a  motif  he  had  created  earlier  for  the: 

a.  Sherman  Victory  statuary  group  near  Cen¬ 
tral  Park,  New  York  City. 

b.  Frieze  at  the  grand  entrance  to  the  World’s 
Columbian  Exposition  (Chicago,  1893). 

c.  Top  of  the  dome  of  the  U.S.  Capitol 
building,  Washington,  DC. 

d.  Top  of  the  Madison  Square  Garden,  New 
York  City  (a  building  designed  by  his  friend, 
architect  Stanford  White). 

1  he  same  basic  portrait  ofMiss  Liberty  as 
used  on  engraver  James  B.  Longacre’s  1 849  gold  dollar  was  also 
employed  that  year  on  the: 

a.  $10  note  of  the  Bank  of  the  Republic,  Boston. 

b.  Assay  Commission  medal. 

c.  Pattern  $20. 

d.  $5  gold  half  eagle. 

*7 •  During  the  1830s: 

a.  Gold  was  discovered  for  the  first  time  at 
a  site  north  of  Los  Angeles;  samples  were 
sent  to  the  Philadelphia  Mint  for  assay. 

b.  Christopher  Bechtlerstruck$l,  $2.30, 
and  $5  coins  at  his  private  mint  in 
Rutherfordton,  NC. 

c.  The  Sultana  steamship  sank  in  the 
Mississippi  River,  carrying  down  with  it 
some  $2  million  in  gold  coins. 

d.  America  was  officially  on  the  gold 
standard. 

8.  Ifyou  examine  the  edge  of  a  1926  $10 
gold  coin  you  will  see: 

a.  Vertical  ridges  or  “reeds.” 

b.  Forty  eight  stars. 

c.  The  motto  E  PLURIBUS  UNUM. 

d.  The  motto  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST. 

Ifyou  examine  the  edge  of  a  1  926  $20 
gold  coin  you  will  see: 

a.  Vertical  ridges  or  “reeds.” 

b.  Forty  eight  stars. 

c.  The  motto  E  PLURIBUS  UNUM. 

d.  The  motto  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST. 

10  .  Suppose  that  as  first  prize  in  a  numismatic  contest  you 
were  given  your  choice  of  one  of  the  following  coins.  Assuming 
you  would  want  the  rarest  and  most  valuable  example,  which 
would  you  pick: 

a.  1914-S  $20,  MS-63. 

b.  1807  $2.50,  F-15,  lightly  cleaned. 

c.  1903  $10,  Proof-63. 

d.  1854-S  $5  half  eagle,  VF-20. 

11  .  Bonus  question:  Suppose  you  had  been  a  coin  collec- 
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tor  in  the  1850s,  were  very  active  in  the  hobby,  and  were  aware  of 
certain  facts  as  well  as  popular  rumors.  Surely,  this  is  one  of  the  things 
you  would  have  heard  (for  it  was  well  publicized  at  the  time): 

a.  In  California  the  government  recently  set  up  a  mint  at  Mount 
Ophir,  but  did  not  publicize  its  operations.  $10  and  $20  gold  coins 
were  made  there. 

b.  All  Charlotte  Mint  gold  coins  are  scarce  and  desirable. 

c.  Gold  coins  are  not  legal  tender  in  any  state  west  of  the  Mississippi 
River. 

d.  At  the  Philadelphia  Mint  some  1848  CAL.  commemorative 


quarter  eagles  are  still  on  hand  and  can  be  purchased  upon  applica¬ 
tion  to  W.E.  Dubois  at  that  facility. 

e.  Cents  dated  1814  are  very  rare  because  the  Mint,  by  mistake, 
mixed  gold  in  with  the  copper,  and  the  highlv-valued  pieces  were 
quickly  snapped  up  by  the  public,  and  others  were  melted  at  the 
Mint. 

f.  A  book  on  gold  coin  die  varieties  is  being  written  by  Edgar  H. 
Adams  and  will  be  published  soon. 

•(ama  jou  ‘joiutu  v  sem  siqj) 
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Health  and  Happiness  in  a  Hobby 

Robert  K  Botsford 


As  the  years  roll  by,  men  learn  and  discover  many  features 
pertaining  to  life  that  astonish  them  into  a  sense  of  wonderment  as 
to  why  these  features  were  not  noted  before  and  duly  exercised.  It  has 
been  customary  to  state  that  man  should  have  an  avocation  as  well  as 
a  vocation.  Not  much  was  done  about 
having  both.  Some  developed  an  avo¬ 
cation  as  a  side  dine,  while  the  vast 
majority  went  along  completely  satis¬ 
fied  with  a  mere  vocation. 

Times  have  changed  and  so  have 
men.  The  stress  and  strain  of  modern 
life  have  brought  about  entirely  differ¬ 
ent  conditions  at  home  and  in  busi¬ 
ness.  Life  is  rushing,  and  mankind  is 
swept  along  with  the  vast  activities. 

And  the  family  physician  and  the  fa¬ 
mous  psychiatrist  emphatically  assert 
that  now,  and  as  never  before,  we  all 
need  an  avocational  hobby  to  balance 
our  other  activities.  It  is  no  longer  a 
request.  It  is  an  imperative  order  or 
command  from  those  who  really  know 
what  is  required.  Of  course,  men  may 
need  food  and  clothes  and  shelter,  but 
they  also  require  variety  and  diversion 
and  recreation.  No  amount  of  hard 
work  is  too  muclr,  providing  such  is 
followed  by  plenty  of  rest  and  recre¬ 
ation.  And  the  right  attitude  toward 
work,  which  is  done  without  a  sense  of  strain,  realizing  that  sooner 
or  later  will  come  the  period  of  relaxation  and  opportunity  to  ride 
a  hobby. 

Riding  a  hobby  is  the  best  exercise  for  the  mind  and  the  body  that 
has  come  to  light  in  these  many  centuries.  It  makes  little  or  no 
difference  what  the  hobby  may  be,  providing  it  is  the  source  of 
unlimited  joy  and  pleasure  and  satisfaction,  coupled  with  a  sense  of 
doing  some  real  thing  that  is  worthwhile  to  the  individual  mind.  Like 
your  hobby  and  ride  it  hard.  Give  it  the  time  and  the  thought  that  it 
requires.  The  pay  in  happiness,  the  dividends  in  satisfaction,  the 
compensation  in  pleasure  will  be  more  than  surprising.  Truly,  one 
reaps  what  he  sows  in  the  hobby  field. 


No  Kentucky  Derby  with  all  its  horses  is  more  interesting  than  a 
survey  of  the  hobby  horses  of  an  intelligent  people.  Men  go  in  for 
many  and  varied  lines  of  hobby  activity.  Women  go  into  the  same 
field  with  just  as  many  variations  [in]  their  hobby  activities. 

There  is  no  need  to  tell  you  what  to 
collect  or  what  to  do  or  how  to  do  it.  Find 
a  hobby  and  follow  it  through.  And  in 
turn  it  will  follow  you  through  the  years 
and  be  a  constant  source  of  pleasure  and 
remuneration.  Collect  sea  shells  or  but¬ 
terflies,  gather  together  old  coins  and 
stamps,  seek  the  antique  furniture  of  an¬ 
other  day,  look  for  the  old  Currier  and 
Ives  prints,  pick  up  Indian  relics,  work  for 
the  histories  and  improve  them  if  pos¬ 
sible,  do  just  what  you  wish  and  when  you 
wish  but  by  all  means,  have  some  sort  of 
a  hobby.  Have  an  avocation  as  well  as  a 
vocation. 

These  lines  were  written  in  1935  for 
The  Numismatic  Scrapbook  Magazine 
by  Robert  K.  Botsford  of  Neseopeck,  PA, 
and  are  still  timely  today,  although  perhaps 
today  it  would  be  written  as  men  and 
women  rather  than  just  men.  This  brings 
your  present  1997  editor  (QDB)  to  muse 
that  a  survey  taken  a  few  years  ago  showed 
that  97%  of  serious  coin  collectors  were 
men,  with  only  3%  being  women.  A  more 

recent  commentary  placed  the  number  of  women  at  5U/o.  Obviously,  the 

hobby  has  some  missionary  work  to  do  among  the  distaff  set. 

Botsford  was  active  in  numismatics  for  many  years,  and  in  the  1 950s 
sold  us  quite  a  few  patterns  from  the  William  H.  Woodin  estate;  Woodin 
lived  in  Berwick,  PA,  not  far  from  Neseopeck. 

With  the  bustling  world  about  us  and  the  ever-changing  dire  pan¬ 
orama  of  economic  reality,  crime,  depersonification  of  the  individual,  loss 
of  traditional  old-time  values  and  so  on,  it  is  indeed  comforting  to  know 
that  a  hobby  such  as  numismatics  provides  fellowship ,  a  fascinating 
challenge,  the  opportunity  for  research  and  new  discoveries,  and,  if 
investment  must  be  mentioned,  a  good  track  record  of  long-term  peifor- 
mance. 
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Modern 

(i)imiii‘mi)iiili\(‘s 

1 993- W  Madison  halt  dollar.  MS-65.  Special  ANA 
counterstamp  issue.  SPECIAL  PURCHASE 
OPPORTUNITY!  Buy  a  single  for  $19.95,  or 
take  away  a  little  hoard  of  25  for  only . 439 

Commemorative 
Cold  Coins 


1922  Grant  gold  dollar.  With  Star.  MS-66 

(PCGS).  Virtually  identical  in  design  to  the 
1922  Grant  Memorial  half  dollars.  Only  5,016 
examples  were  issued.  Gem-quality  survivors 
are  always  in  high  demand . 2,950 

1922  Grant  gold  dollar.  No  Star.  MS-63  (PCGS). 
A  splendid  specimen . 1,795 

Remarkable  Proof  like  Jefferson  $1 


1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  Jefferson 
portrait.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  proof  like  and 
very  closely  resembling  the  Proof  rarities  of  this 
year.  A  very  special  specimen.  In  fact,  face-up  in 
its  holder,  this  coin  appears  to  be  a  full  Proof  for 

all  intents  and  purposes . 2,295 

1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  Jefferson 
portrait.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Especially  brilliant 
and  lustrous,  an  all-around  “nice”  coin.  1,295 
1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  Jefferson 

portrait.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 825 

1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  Jefferson 

Portrait.  AU-58  (NGC) . 450 

1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  McKinley 
portrait.  MS-63  (PCGS).  We  think  the  mar¬ 
ket  offers  many  really  excellent  buys .  750 

1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  McKinley 

portrait.  AU-58  (PCGS) . 415 

1915-S  Panama-Pacific  gold  dollar.  MS-64 
(PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  splendid  specimen  of  this 
popular  commemorative . 1,095 


Gem  1916  McKinley  Gold  $1 


1916  McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS-65  (PCGS). 
Brilliant . 2,795 


1916  McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS-63  (PCGS).  725 
1916  McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS-62  (PCGS).  485 
1915-S  Panama- Pacific  quarter  eagle.  AU-58 
(PCGS).  Recently  we  have  added  many  com¬ 
memorative  coins  to  our  inventory. . 1,595 

1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  MS-64. 

Brilliant . 1 , 195 

1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  MS-63.  Bril¬ 
liant . 695 

1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  AU-58 

(PCGS).  Brilliant . 325 

1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  AU-55 
(NGC).  Brilliant . 295 


Iklajjonal  alii 

1871  BG-91  1.  Liberty  Head.  MS-63  (PCGS). 
Brilliant . 395 

It  omul  $1 


Rare  1872  Round  Gold  $1 


Proof  Sets 

1951  five-piece  Proof  set.  Proof-65.  Contains:  l<t, 
5<f,  10<t,  25 <t,  50 <t . 325 

California  Small 
lienomiiiation  (iold 

Itomul  2-~u 

Undated  (circa  1853).  Breen-Gillio-221 .  Liberty 

Head.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 285 

Undated  (circa  1853).  BG-224.  Liberty  Head.  MS- 

63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1856  BG-229.  Liberty  Head.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A 
prooflike  gem.  Brilliant . 375 

ll(lai>onal 

1867  BG-741.  Liberty  Head.  MS-62  (PCGS). 
Brilliant . 385 

Itomul  .lilt 

1853  BG-302  PCK  (for  “peacock").  MS-62 
(PCGS).  Brilliant.  Reverse  is  of  the  famous 
“peacock  style — actually  an  eagle — sur¬ 
rounded  by  resplendent  rays.  A  prime  classic 

and  always  in  demand . 1,195 

1870  BG-1 010.  Liberty  Head.  AU-55  (PCGS).  235 
1870  BG-1024.  Liberty  Head.  MS-63  (PCGS). 

Brilliant . 295 

1874  BG-1034.  Liberty  Head.  MS-62  (PCGS). 
Brilliant . 850 


Likes  Commemoratives 

“The  five  commemoratives  were  all 
very  beautiful  and  are  the  first  I  have  seen. 
I  am  now  really  hooked  on  the  series  and 
am  going  to  build  a  50-coin  type  set  and 
may  do  this  with  Gail  and  your  Collection 
Portfolio  Program.  Also,  1  really  enjoy  the 
Rare  Coin  Review.  Do  you  have  any  ar¬ 
ticles  on  commemoratives  planned?” 

— M.G. 


1872  BG-1207.  Indian  Head.  Rarity-5.  MS-62 

(PCGS).  A  brilliant,  prooflike,  and  very  beau¬ 
tiful  specimen  of  this  issue.  As  a  class,  round- 
format  gold  dollars  are  all  rarities . 3,850 

Octagonal  $1 

1869  BG-1 106.  Liberty  Head.  AU-58  (PCGS).  695 

1871  BG-1 109.  Liberty  Head.  Rarity-5.  MS-64 

(PCGS).  A  brilliant  and  highly  prooflike  gem! 
Very  attractive! . 1 ,950 


When  you  buy  from  us:  Our  objec¬ 
tive  is  to  provide  you  with  the  quality 
coins  you  desire  at  prices  you  will  find  to 
be  reasonable.  Each  coin  from  this  issue  of 
The  Rare  Coin  Review  comes  with  a  30- 
day  money-back  guarantee  (seven  days  for 
certified  coins).  We  guarantee  you’ll  find 
every  coin  to  be  exactly  to  your  liking,  or 
you  can  return  it;  no  explanation  neces¬ 
sary. 

When  you  sell  to  us:  We  offer  direct 
purchases  of  collections  as  well  as  the 
showcasing  of  your  important  coins  or 
collection  in  our  award-winning  auction 
catalogues.  An  auction  brochure  is  yours 
on  request. 

In  all  transactions:  By  treat- 
ing  our  clients  as  we  ourselves 
would  like  to  be  treated,  since 
1 953  we  have  built  what 
probably  the  most  sue 
cessful  rare  coin  dealer 
ship  in  America  today. 
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The  Opportunity  of  the  Decade 


ClU 


The  Worlds  Most  Attractive  Coin ! 


The  twenty  dollar  gold  piece  is  the  largest  commer¬ 
cial  coin  ever  issued  by  the  United  States  Mint.  And,  the 
Saint-Gaudens  $20  gold  double  eagles  are  among  the  most 
admired  ol  United  States  coin  designs.  In  1905,  Augustus 
Saint-Gaudens,  America’s  most  acclaimed  sculptor,  was 
commissioned  by  President  Theodore  Roosevelt  to  rede¬ 
sign  the  American  coinage.  The  artist  created  motifs  for  the 
$10  and  $20,  which  were  released  by  autumn  1907.  The 
first  $20  pieces  had  the  date  in  Roman  numerals,  MCMV1I, 
but  for  quantity  production  the  design  and  date  were 
modified,  and  the  date  1907  was  employed.  Today  the 
MCMV1I  $20  pieces  are  quite  scarce  and  sell  for  several 
thousand  dollars  each  or  more,  with  selected  Mint  State 
coins  crossing  the  $10,000  mark. 

However,  there  are  many  later  date  $20  pieces  now 
selling  at  a  20-year  low — priced  far  below  $  1 ,000  per  coin 
in  lustrous  Mint  State!  We  propose  that  you  build  a  collec¬ 
tion  of  these  affordable  dates  and  mintmarks.  The  varieties 
include  the  32(!)  listed  below  (tentative  listing  based  upon 
today’s  valuations;  the  market  can  and  does  fluctuate) .  What 
a  gorgeous,  impressive  collection  this  will  make! 

It’s  As  Easy  As  1 2  3! 

Here  is  All  You  Do 


1 )  Decide  how  much  you’d  like  to  spend  a  month  on 
your  collection.  For  just  $500  (the  minimum  we  recom¬ 
mend),  we  feel  confident  we  can  complete  your  collection 
with  Mint  State  pieces  ranging  in 
grade  from  MS-60  to  MS-63.  Of 
course,  the  more  you  want  to  spend, 
the  more  high-grade  pieces  we  can 
offer  you. 

2)  Choose  the  collecting  pro¬ 
gram  best  suited  to  your  needs: 

Program  #1  -  Build  a  collection 
containing  the  32  different  vari¬ 
eties  listed  above. 


3 )  Call  Gail  Watson,  with  your  credit  card 
in  hand,  and  say,  “I  would  like  to  join  your 
Double  Eagle  Club.”  Or,  send  us  a  fax  with  your 
credit  card  information.  We  ll  take  it  from 
there.  Get  set  for  a  very  enjoyable  experience! 

Month  by  month,  your  golden  collection 
will  grow  before  your  eyes!  There  is  no  obliga¬ 
tion  to  continue,  and  you  can  end  your  partici¬ 
pation  at  any  time,  simply  by  letting  us  know 
and  paying  any  balance  due.  Each  coin  comes 
with  a  30-day  money-back  guarantee  of  satis¬ 
faction  and  a  special  4%  member’s  discount. 

Conversely,  if  at  any  time  you  want  to  buy  more  than 
one  coin  a  month,  or  see  other  $20  pieces  of  interest  in  our 
publications  and  want  to  add  them  to  your  collection,  that 
is  perfectly  fine.  Our  object  is  to  provide  you  with  a 
beautiful  collection  you  will  truly  enjoy. 

Introductory  Price  to  Double 
Eagle  Club  Members  -  $575 

Each  date  listed  is  a  sparkling  Mint  State  example  of 
this  popular  issue. 

•  1908  No  Motto  MS-63  (PCGS)  •  1922  MS-63 
(PCGS)  •  1 923  MS-63  (PCGS)  •  1 924  MS-63  (PCGS) 

Special  Sign-Up  Bonus 


Program  #2  -  Build  a  short  set 
of  just  10  different  dates  and 
mintmarks. 


Saint-Gaudens  Double  Eagles 
Priced  at  less  than  $1,000! 


1 907  Arabic  numerals.  191 1-D 

1 908  No  Motto.  191 1-S 

1908-D  No  Motto.  1912 

1 908  With  Motto  1913 

1908- D  With  Motto  191 3-D 

1909  1914 

1909- S  1914-D 

1910  1914-S 

1910- D  1915 

1910- S  1915-S 

1911  1916-S 

This  ends  the  early  series  of  Saint-Gaudens  $20, 
after  which  no  pieces  were  minted  until  the  1 920s. 
The  list  of  affordable  dates  and  mintmarks  resumes: 


With  your  first  order  we 
will  send  you  a  copy  of  Q. 
David  Bowers’  award-win¬ 
ning  book  (the  standard  ref- 
erence  on  the  series,) 
United  States  Gold  Coins: 

An  Illustrated  History ,  il¬ 
lustrated  with  gems  from 
the  Eliasberg  Collection. 

This  deluxe  hardbound  volume, 
profusely  illustrated  including 
with  color  plates,  lists  for  $57.95, 
but  is  vours  FREE. 


United  States  Gold  Coin 
Ao  Jiluanted  Hauay  ^ 


"raowd  Boro, 


1920 

1924 

1922 

1925 

1922-S 

1926 

1923 

1927 

1923-D 

1928 

MISCELLANEOUS  ITEMS 

for  Sale 


Tokens  ami  Medals 

Empire  Coin  Company  token.  Circa  1960,  our 
predecessor  firm,  Empire  Coin  Company,  Inc., 
commissioned  Alphonse  Kolb,  well-known 
Rochester,  NY,  die-sinker,  to  create  these  to¬ 
kens  for  us.  The  approximate  size  ol  a  United 
States  large  cent  of  the  1793-1857  years,  and 
struck  in  copper,  each  token  depicts  on  the  ob¬ 
verse  the  famous  IMMUNIS  COLUMBIA 
motif  taken  from  the  1786-1787  copper  coin¬ 
age,  “Columbia”  being  a  representation  ol 
“America.”  The  reverse  depicts  an  eagle  perched 
on  a  palm  branch  and  is  derived  from  the  de¬ 
sign  used  on  the  rare  1795  U.S.  $5  gold  coin. 
Examples  are  with  “antiqued”  finish  as  made. 
Dave  Bowers  discovered  a  little  box  full  of  these 
when  moving  some  “stuff’  the  other  day,  the 
remainder  from  1,000  minted.  Each  $9.95,  25 
for . 149 

Miscellany 

A  selection  of  printed  material  and  other  items 
being  deaccessioned  as  duplicates  from  the  library 
and  other  holdings  of  Q.  David  Bowers,  as  well 
as  other  miscellany  purchased  here  and  there.  All 
items  are  subject  to  your  satisfaction  upon  receipt 
and  can  be  returned  within  two  weeks  if  you  are 
not  delighted. 

19th-century  patent  medicine  almanacs  and  gen¬ 
eral  information  almanacs,  printed  yearly.  20 
different  for  $100,  and  40  different  for  ....200 

Lots  of  hype,  testimonials,  etc.,  plus  useful  information 
and  many  “fillers.” 

Gleasons  Pictorial  Drawing-Room  Companion,  folio- 
size  weekly  illustrated  newspaper  from  the 
1850s,  bound  in  six-month  volumes.  Binding 
somewhat  loose,  contents  quite  good.  Filled 
with  engravings  of  people,  places,  and  things  of 
the  era,  lots  of  news,  stories,  etc.  Duplicates  from 
QDB  library.  Our  choice  of  volumes,  two  avail¬ 
able  as  we  go  to  press,  each  . 250 

Framed  (wood  frame  with  glass  front)  original 
Saturday  Evening  Post  magazine  covers  fea¬ 
turing  beautiful  girls  as  sketched  by  famous 
American  artist-illustrator  Philip  Boileau, 
early  issues  from  the  c. 1905-1915  era. 
Single:  $17,  group  of  10  different  $150, 
group  of  20  different,  $300  (Plus  $5  ship¬ 
ping  for  first  item,  $1  for  each  additional). 
Motor  magazine,  early  issues  from  the  1930s 


through  the  1960s.  Trade  magazine  with  many 
fascinating  advertisements.  Covers  are  by  well- 
known  American  illustrator  Robert  Robinson. 
Important  reference  collection,  not  readily  re¬ 
placeable  at  any  cost.  Group  of  10  different  (plus 
$5  postage)  $250;  100  different . 2,500 

Numismatic  books  of  the  past  several  decades,  gen¬ 
erally  1940s  to  date,  U.S.  coins  and  related 
themes,  “seconds”  with  scuffed  covers  or  other 
problems  (but  with  contents  intact),  non-cur¬ 
rent  editions,  etc.  Good  for  exploring  lor  infor¬ 
mation,  new  interests  and  specialties,  etc.  A  grab 
bag  of  “stuff’  with  original  cover  prices  total¬ 
ing  at  least  $300,  the  lot  (plus  $10  packing  and 
shipping)  for  just  . 100 

Paper  Americana 

Important  bank  notes  from  old  bank  note  plates: 

In  the  1860s  the  Nashua  Bank,  Nashua  N.H., 
commissioned  the  New  England  Bank  Note 
Company,  Boston,  to  engrave  for  it  five  hand¬ 
some  plates  for  issues  of  currency  $1,  $2,  $3, 
$5,  and  $10  denominations,  the  most  popular 
values  of  the  era.  Because  of  circumstances  not 
recorded,  these  particular  notes  were  never  is¬ 
sued,  or,  if  some  were,  none  are  known  to  exist 
today.  Fast  forward  to  over  a  century  later,  when 
these  long-hidden  steel  bank  note  plates,  appar¬ 
ently  never  used,  surfaced  and  were  acquired 
by  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries.  Today  the 
original  plates  form  a  nice  exhibit  in  our  office. 
Before  retiring  them  to  the  exhibit  we  had  some 
sets  made  on  high-quality,  wide  margin  paper, 
each  note  uniface  (as  originally  intended)  and 
printed  separately.  To  the  best  of  our  knowl¬ 
edge  these  notes  were  never  issued  in  original 
form,  so  it  is  not  proper  to  call  these  “reprints” 
Rather,  these  apparently  are  now  issued  for  the 
first  time.  Whatever,  they  certainly  constitute 
a  very  attractive  and  collectible  set.  29.95  per 
set  or  ten  sets  for . 179.95 

Ideal  for  framing:  American  Airlines  colorful  oval 
luggage  tag  (the  kind  that  used  to  be  pasted 
onto  steamer  trunks  and  suitcases,)  mid-1 930s, 
depicting  an  early  propeller  plane  and  the  ill- 
fated  zeppelin  Hindenburg.  American  Airlines, 
Inc.  offered  exclusive  connecting  service  to  the 
Hindenburg,  apparently  for  only  a  very  short 
time.  John  J.  Ford,  Jr.,  spotted  several  of  these 
at  the  ANA  Convention,  said  they  were  the  most 
historically  fascinating  things  he  had  seen  all 
day,  and  directed  our  attention  to  them . 99 


c.  1910  Fire-engine  scene  postcard.  Ottawa,  Ohio. 
As  new.  Two  different  scenes  available  .  We 
bought  several  dozen  of  these,  and  offer  you  a 
pair  for  $24,  or  buy  10  pairs  for . 215 

Elizabeth  Jones-iana 

1981  Collection  of  original  photographs,  some 
with  presidential  signatures,  relating  to  and 
formerly  the  personal  property  of  Ms.  Eliza¬ 
beth  Jones,  appointed  by  President  Reagan  in 
1981  as  the  11th  chief  sculptor  and  engraver 
of  the  United  States  Mint.  Ms.  Jones  was  also 
the  first  woman  to  have  been  appointed  to  this 
position.  More  than  any  other  sculptor-en¬ 
graver  since  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens,  Eliza¬ 
beth  Jones  has  created  award-winning  and 
highly  acclaimed  U.S.  coinage  designs.  The 
present  portfolio  is  an  exhibit  in  itself! 
1 .  PRESIDENT  RONALD  REAGAN.  Four 
Signed  Photos,  color.  8  x  10"  and  10  x  8", 
Washington,  November  9,  1981,  April  30, 
1982,  February  3,  1983,  and  December  22, 
1988.  Each  photograph  features  President 
Reagan  and  Chief  Sculptor  Jones.  The  photos 
were  all  taken  at  The  White  House,  during 
Ms.  Jones’  term.  2.  Five  First  Strike  Press  Kits 
as  follows:  a.  Three  statue  of  Liberty  First 
Strike  Kits,  $5  gold  piece,  October  18,  1985; 
including  the  signatures  of  James  Baker  III, 
Hawley  Oakes,  Katherine  D.  Ortega  and  oth¬ 
ers,  on  one  of  the  programs;  decorative  invita¬ 
tion,  October  19,  1986,  U.S.  Assay  Office, 
San  Francisco,  CA.,  for  the  First  Strike  cer¬ 
emony  for  the  U.S  Silver  Bullion  Coin.  b.  Press 
Kit  for  the  First  Strike  Gold  American  Eagle 
Gold  Bullion  Coin,  September  8,  1986,  in¬ 
cluded:  Elizabeth  lones  ceremony  name  tag 
ribbon,  c.  Press  Kit  for  the  First  Strike  of  the 

1988  U.S.  Olympic  Gold  Coin.  A  most  inter¬ 
esting  and  informative  collection,  nicely  pre¬ 
served,  and  in  excellent  condition .  2,895 


Bowers  and  Merena  Reputation 

When  it  comes  to  respect  in  the  numis¬ 
matic  community,  few  companies  can  match 
Bowers  and  Merena.  We  have  established 
our  reputation  through  honesty,  courtesy, 
selection,  award-winning  publications,  and 
service  to  the  hobby.  Bowers  and  Merena  is 
a  firm  you  will  he  proud  to  deal  with. 
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Book-Selling 
in  the 

“Good  Old  Days” 


Fetridge  &  Co's 
periodical  arcade, 
Washington 
and  State  streets, 
Boston. 

From  Gleason  V 
Pictorial  Drawing 
Room  Companion , 

July  31,  iss:. 


Numismatic 
Books  for  Sale 


All  At  Discount  Prices 


Books  have  been  selling!  In  case  you 
wonder  which  titles  we  have  sold  more 
than  1 ,000  copies  of  in  recent  times,  here 
is  a  best-seller  list — some  of  them  going 
way  over  1 ,000  copies: 

• American  Coin  Treasures  and  Hoards 
(by  Q.  David  Bowers) 

•  A  Buyer 's  and  Enthusiast 's  Guide  to 
Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  Cents  (Bowers) 

•  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.:  King  of  Coins 
(Bowers) 

•  The  Complete  Guide  to  Lincoln  Cents  ( David  W.  Lange) 

•  The  Cherrypickers  ’  Guide  to  Rare  Die  Varieties  (Bill  Fivaz 
and  J.T.  Stanton) 

•  United  States  Pattern  and  Related  Issues  (Andrew  W. 
Pollock,  III) 

•  A  Buyers '  Guide  to  Silver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the 
United  States  (Bowers) 

Probably  the  worst  seller — although  we  find  it  very 
interesting,  and  people  who  acquire  it  really  like  it — is  our 
Waterford  Water  Cure:  A  Numismatic  Inquiry.  Perhaps  this  is 
all  for  the  best,  as  of  the  750  or  so  copies  printed,  only  226 
remain. 

Now,  on  to  the  offering  in  this  issue.  One  new  title  is 


U.S.  Error  Note  Encyclopedia,  by  Stephen  M. 
Sull  ivan.  This  spiral  bound  volume  illustrates 
many  different  currency  errors,  including  over¬ 
prints,  folds,  misalignments,  and  much  more. 
Our  second  new  title  is  Two  Dates  are  Better 
Than  One:  A  Collector  's  Guide  to  Misplaced 
Dates,  by  Kevin  Flynn  (with  a  foreword  by  our 
own  Q.  David  Bowers).  This  8-1/2  by  1 1  inch 
softbound  book  will  be  highly  useful  for  any¬ 
one  who  is  interested  in  this  up-and-coming 
specialty.  Who  knows,  you  may  even  find 
some  valuable  pieces  among  the  coins  already 
in  your  collection. 

Special  Discount  Offer:  Each  and  every 
book  offered  in  this  issue  is  subject  to  a  dis¬ 
count  from  the  list  price.  For  a  book  order 
totaling  up  to  and  including  $  1 00,  take  a  1 0%  discount  from  the  list  price. 
For  any  book  order  of  $100.01  or  more,  list  price,  take  a  generous  20% 
discount!  This  is  our  way  of  saying  “Thank  You”  for  your  business,  and  also 
to  encourage  the  building  of  your  numismatic  library. 

Pick  out  the  books  you  would  like,  and  telephone,  fax,  or  mail  your 
order.  Our  special,  easy-to-use  order  form  makes  it  a  snap  to  send  your 
order  in  a  matter  of  minutes.  Or,  telephone  me  (Mary  Tocci)  in  our 
Publications  Department,  toll-free  at  1-800-222-5993.  Have  your  credit 
card  in  hand  and  let  me  know  the  stock  numbers  you  want.  I  will 
automatically  calculate  your  discount  when  charging  to  your  credit  card. 
Postage  and  handling  applies  to  each  order. 

Your  satisfaction  is  guaranteed  for  each  and  every  book  you  receive 
from  us.  If  for  any  reason  you  are  not  100%  satisfied  that  each  title  is 
everything  you  say  it  is — and  you  hoped  for —  or  even  more,  send  it  back 
and  we  ll  cheerfully  refund  your  money. 

Books  are  the  key  to  enjoyment  in  the  numismatic  hobby,  and  the  key 
to  success  through  knowledge.  Look  over  the  following  pages  carefully,  and 
order  the  titles  you  like  best. 

Thank  you  very  much.  ^ 

Mary  Tocci  V 

Publications  Department 
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Handbook  of  20th- 
Century  United  States 
Gold  Coins 

By  David  Akers 

Much  worthwhile  information  about 
Saint-Gaudens and  Pratt  $2.50,  $5,  $  1 0, 
and  $20  gold  coins.  184  pages.  Illus¬ 
trated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BAK-749. 
List  $29.95. 


THE  COMPLETE 
GUIDE  TO 

LIBERTY  SEATED 
HALF  DIMES 


ar*a*** 


Complete  Guide  to  Liberty 
Seated  Half  Dimes 

By  Al  Blythe 

Everything  to  know  about  half  dimes. 
168  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBL-105. 
List  $29.95. 


Adventures  With  Rare  Coins 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
Read  about  the  history,  art,  romance, 
and  investment  aspect  of  coins.  306 
pages,  illustrated.  There  are  classics  in 
every  series,  and  among  numismatic 
books  this  is  one  of  them.  You’ll  read  it 
from  cover  to  cover  and  enjoy  every 
page!  8-1/2  by  11  inches  in  size,  306 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-125. 

List  $24.95. 

-  - - 
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American  Coin  Treasures 
and  Hoards 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 

(introduction  by  Kenneth  Bressett). 

Twenty-two  profusely  illustrated 
chapters  are  filled  with  stories  of  trea¬ 
sures  hidden,  lost,  found,  and  some 
waiting  to  be  found.  456  pages,  pro¬ 
fusely  illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-404. 

List  $59.95. 


The  ANA  Centennial 
History 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 
A  two-volume  book  on  the  history  ol  the 
American  Numismatic  Association  from 
1891  to  date.  1,768  pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BAN-710. 
List  $159.00. 


A  Buyer’s  and  Enthusiast’s 
Guide  to  Flying  Eagle  and 
Indian  Cents 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
Meet  each  and  every  Flying  Eagle  and 
Indian  cent  through  the  pages  of  this 
fascinating  book.  This  book,  ifyou  read 
it,  will  make  you  an  expert!  Thousands 
of  copies  have  been  sold!  541  pages, 
profusely  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-3I1. 

List  $45.00 


BUYER'S 
GUIDE  TO 
UNITED  > 


GOLD  COINS 


BY  Q  DAVID  BOWJBB 


Buyer’s  Guide  to 
United  States  Gold  Coins 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

(foreword  by  David  Akers) 

Describes  each  type  of  United  States 
gold  coin  from  1795  onward.  A  highly 
useful  book  for  the  gold  enthusiast. 
122  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-350. 
List  $12.95. 


A  Pii'L-  «l  ll"  tOlli  (.mlnrv 


introduction  by  O.  David  Bower* 


Collecting  Coins  and 
Making  Money 
A  Peek  at  the 
19th  Century 

New  introduction  by  Q.  David  Bowers 

In  this  delightful  book  we  have  re¬ 
printed  some  of  our  favorite  articles 
printed  in  the  19th  century.  A  lot  of 
fun,  informative  reading.  192  pages, 
illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-401. 

List  $29.95. 


Commemorative 
Coins  of  the 
United  States 

A  COMPLETE  encyclopedia 


B\  Q.  I  List;  I  Bova  in 


Commemorative  Coins  of 
the  United  States:  A 
Complete  Encyclopedia 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

A  one-of-a-kind  “source  book”  for  any¬ 
one  interested  in  commemoratives.  You’ll 
find  it  all  here,  with  multiple  pages  on  each 
and  every  classic  commemorative  coin, 
together  with  previously  unpublished  in¬ 
formation  about  rarity  and  distribution, 
market  analyses  over  a  long  period  of  years, 
price  cycles,  and  more.  Another  award¬ 
winning  book  you'll  read  from  cover  to 
cover,  and  then  refer  to  often!  768  pages, 
illustrated.  Available  in  two  formats. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-308. 

List  $39.95 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-308A. 

List  $49.95 

The  History  of  United 
States  Coinage 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Covering  all  American  series  from 
colonials  to  territorial  gold,  from  half 
cents  to  $20  gold,  this  volume  is  equiva¬ 
lent  to  a  university  course  in  rare  coins, 
and,  probably,  would  cost  you  $5,000 
or  more  if  such  a  course  of  study  were 
available!,  572  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-130. 

List  $59.95. 


For  total  book  orders  up  to  and  including 
$100.00,  take  a  10%  discount.  For  orders 
totaling  $100.01  or  greater,  take  a  20%  dis¬ 
count  off  the  total.  This  is  our  way  of  helping 
you  increase  your  numismatic  knowledge  and 
enhance  your  enjoyment  of  this  exciting  hobby. 
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Louis  E.  Eliasbcrg 

❖ 

King  of  Coins 


by  Q.  David  Rowers 


Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr. 
King  of  Coins 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
A  wonderful  book  chronicling  the  life 
of  this  magnificent  collector  and  his 
equally  fascinating  collection  which, 
when  sold,  realized  $44  million!  176 
pages,  illustrated.  Second  pointing. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-146A. 

List  $62.50 


United  State* 
Coins  by  Design  Types 


Q  David  Hewn 


United  States  Coins  by  Design 
Types:  An  Action  Guide  for 
the  Collector  and  Investor 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
Valuable  information  for  the  collec¬ 
tor  building  a  collection  by  design  types. 
Major  design  types  from  1 793  to  date 
are  described  and  illustrated.  248  pages, 
illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-307. 

List  $9.95 


United  States  Copper 
Coins:  An  Action  Guide  for 
the  Collector  and  Investor 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
Half  cents,  large  cents,  small  cents, 
and  two-cent  pieces  are  described  in 
detail.  All  major  types  are  illustrated. 
176  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-302. 

List  $9.95 


United  Stale* 
ITvee-Cenl  and  Five- Cent 
Piece* 

An  Action  Culda  lot  tb* 


United  States  Gold  Coins 

An  Illustrated  History 


United  States  3<?  and  5<f 
Pieces:  An  Action  Guide  for 
the  Collector  and  Investor 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
An  inside  view  of  these  series,  as  well 
as  the  stories  of  such  famous  rarities  as 
the  1913  Liberty  nickel  and  the  unique 
1 870-S  half dime.  1 68  pages,  illustrated. 
Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-303. 

List  $9.95 


United  States  Gold  Coins: 
An  Illustrated  History 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
The  definitive  work  about  American 
gold  coins.  When  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
suryjames  Baker  wanted  to  know  about 
gold  coins,  he  consulted  (and  quoted 
from)  this  book.  Award  winner.  415 
pages,  illustrated  with  color  plates. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-135. 

List  $57.95 


VIRGIL  BRAND: 
The  Man  and  His  Era 


Virgil  Brand:  The  Man  and 
His  Era,  Profile  of  a 
Numismatist 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
I  his  award-wi  n  n  i  ng  volume  details  the 
almost  unbelievable  life  of  Virgil  Brand 
who  assembled  the  largest  coin  collection 
of  all  time.  248  pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-140. 

List  $29.00 


The  Waterford 

Water  Cure 

- ♦ - 

A  Numisntalk-  Inquiry 


Q.  David  tinmrs 


Waterford  Water  Cure 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
A  somewhat  arcane,  but  very  fascinat¬ 
ing  inquiry  into  counterstamped  coins  of 
the  mid  1800s.  We  ll  make  this  daring 
guarantee:  ifyou  buy  this  book  and  don't 
enjoy  it,  let  Dave  Bowers  know  within  30 
days  and  a  refund  wi  1 1  be  sent,  and  you  can 
keep  the  book  free!22 4  pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-422. 

List  $49.95 


Walter  Breen’s 

Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  and 
Colonial  Proof  Coins 

Revised  edition.  Details  Proof  coin 
manufacture,  characteristics  of  various 
styles  of  Proofs,  and  more.  Year-by-year 
analysis.  Detailed  discussions  of  Proof 
sets  and  much,  much  more.  338  pages, 
illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBR-765. 

List  $29.95 


The  American  Numismatic 
Association  Anthology 

Edited  by  Carl  W.A.  Carlson  & 
Michael  Hodder 

A  companion  to  the  two-volume  ANA 
History.  Research  articles,  mostly  of  a 
specialized  nature,  by  someofthe  hobby  s 
leading  figures.  372  pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BAN-71 1. 
List  $65 


Numismatist 

“Companion”Books 

Each  book  in  the  “Companion"  series 
is  edited  by  QDB  and  contains  interest¬ 
ing  articles  by  various  authors.  Each 
furnishes  delightful  and  informative 
reading.  Each  is  softbound,  5-1/2  by  8- 
1/2  inches. 
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Numismatist’s  Bedside 
Companion 

Stock  No.  BBM-200.  List  $12.95. 

Numismatist’s  Countryside 
Companion 

Stock  No.  BBM-207.  List  $12.95. 

Numismatist’s  Downtown 
Companion 

Stock  No.  BBM-208.  List  $12.95. 

Numismatist’s  Lakeside 
Companion 

Stock  No.  BBM-202.  List  $12.95. 

Numismatist’s  Topside 
Companion 

Stock  No.  BBM-209.  List  $12.95. 

Numismatist’s  Traveling 
Companion 

Stock  No.  BBM-210.  List  $12.95. 

Numismatist’s  Weekend 
Companion 

Stock  No.  BBM-206.  I  ist  $12.95. 
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Standing 

Liberty 

Quarters 


THE  (tOlffltkltS'  WET  GUIDE 
TOP  150 


Standing  Liberty  Quarters 

By  J.H.  Cline 

A  comprehensive  guide  to  this  popu¬ 
lar  series  by  an  acknowledged  expert 
(whose  reference  collection,  by  the  way, 
we  had  the  honor  of  showcasing  at 
auction  a  few  years  ago).  175  pages, 
illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BCL-700. 

List  $24.95 


Two  Dates  Are  Better 
Than  One:  A  Collector’s 
Guide  to  Misplaced  Dates 

by  Kevin  Flynn 

Foreword  by  our  own  Q.  David  Bowers. 

Highly  useful,  and  may  lead  to  the 
discovery  of  some  interesting  and  valu¬ 
able  pieces.  512  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BFL-116. 
List  $54.95. 


The  Norweb  Collection: 
An  American  Legacy 

By  Michael  J.  H odder  &  Q.  David 
Bowers 

The  story  of  the  Norweb  Collection 
and  its  formation  over  several  genera¬ 
tions.  288  pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-145. 
List  $29.95 


Cherrypickers’  Pocket 
Guide,  Top  150 

By  Bill  Fivaz  and  J.  T.  Stanton 
The  150  most  interesting  varieties 
described  in  a  handy,  spiral  bound  vol¬ 
ume  that  will  fit  in  a  coat  pocket.  220 
pages,  illustrated. 

Spiral  bound.  Stock  No.  BFI-114. 

List  $19.95 


CHERRYPICKERS'  GUIDE 
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Cherrypickers’  Guide  To 
Rare  Die  Varieties 

By  Bill  Fivaz  and  J.  T.  Stanton 
Hundreds  of  varieties  of  U.S 
are  described  and  shown  in  photos,  ar¬ 
ranged  and  described  by  two  of  the 
hobby’s  most  knowledgeable  and  ad¬ 
mired  figures.  344  pages.  Profusely  il¬ 
lustrated. 

Spiral  bound.  Stock  No.  BFI-1 11. 

List  $29.95 


Investing,  Collecting  & 
Trading  in  Certified 

COMMEMORATIVES 

By  Harry  Laibstain 
A  must  for  anyone  who  collects  the 
series. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BLA-851. 
List  $29.95 

Spiral  bound.  BLA-852.  List  $32.50 


Paper  Money  of  the 
United  States 

By  Robert  Friedberg 

With  updates  by  Arthur  and  Ira  Friedberg 
The  1 4th  edition  of  this,  an  essential 
work  on  United  States  currency.  304 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BFR-105. 
List  $24.50 


Early  Coins  of  America 

By  Sylvester  S.  Crosby 
One  of  the  greatest  American  numis¬ 
matic  books  ever  written,  this  volume 
appeared  in  1875  (yes,  1875!)  and  has 
never  been  superseded.  A  classic  from 
the  word  go,  a  treasure  trove  of  informa¬ 
tion.  Standard  reference  on  colonial, 
state,  and  early  American  coins.  378 
pages,  illustrated.  Reprint. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BCR-271. 

List  $45.00 


coins 


Guide  U.S. 
Commemorative 

COINS 


LINCOLN 

CENTS 


Mii  hael  J.  Hodder 
•Hi1  Q.  David  Bowers 


Complete  Guide  to 
Lincoln  Cents 

By  David  Lange 

Everything  you  need  to  know  about 
this  series.  392  pages,  illustrated.  H  ighly 
acclaimed  and  with  enough  informa¬ 
tion  for  two  books! 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BLA-107. 

List  $43.95 


Basic  Guide  to  United 
States  Commemorative 
Coins 

By  Michael  Hodder  and  Q.  David 
Bowers 

A  fact-filled  action  guide  to  com 
memorative  coins.  1 65  pages,  illustrated 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-309. 
List  $14.95 


For  total  book  orders  up  to  and  including 
$100.00,  take  a  10%  discount.  For  orders 
totaling  $100.01  or  greater,  take  a  20%  dis- 
off  the  total.  This  is  our  way  of  helping- 
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you  increase  your  numismatic  knowledge  and 
enhance  your  enjoyment  ofth  is  exciting  hobby. 
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Books . 


Rare  Coin  Review  1969- 
1994:  An  Annotated  Index 
of  the  First  100  Issues 

By  Ken  Lowe 

A  collector’s  guide  to  the  title  subject. 
(Thanks,  Ken,  for  writing  this!)  93  pages. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BMT-100. 
List  $19.95 


United  States  Copper 
Cents  1816-1857 

By  Howard  R.  Newcomb 
The  standard  reference  book  on  die 
varieties  of  copper  cents  of  the  period. 
312  pages,  illustrated  with  line  cuts. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BNE-798. 
List  $50.00 


IACIY  H  A l f 
DOHA* 

Oil  VAIIITII  S 


Early  Half  Dollar  Die 
Varieties  1794-1836 

ByAlC.  Overton 

Edited  by  Don  Parsley 

The  standard  reference  on  the  series,  a 
j  “must-have”  book.  Photographs  of  die 
|  varieties  include  new  discovery  pieces 
enlarged  two  diameters.  710  pages. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BOV- 100. 
List  $59.95 


United  States  Patterns 
and  Related  Issues 

By  Andrew  W.  Pollock  III 

Foreword  by  Q.  David  Bowers 

Standard  work  on  the  series,  with 
much  information,  price  data,  etc.,  not 
available  in  any  other  volume.  Award 
winner.  A  “must  have”  book  for  every 
advanced  library.  524  pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BPO-100. 

List  $79.00 


United  States 
Clad  Coinage 

By  Ginger  Rapsus 

This  interesting  study  discusses  the 
end  of  silver  coinage,  the  composition 
of  the  new  clad  coins,  and  gives  mintage 
figures  for  all  issues  and  dates.  1 74  pages, 
illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BRA-511. 

List  $12.95 


Standard  Catalog  of  U.S. 
Tokens  1700-1900 

By  Russell  Rulau 

Contains  thousands  of  listings  and 
photographs,  rarity  ratings,  and  just 
about  everything  else  you  need  to  know 
to  buy,  sell,  collect,  enjoy,  and  appreci¬ 
ate  United  States  tokens. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BRU-725. 

List  $47.95 


Photograde 

By  James  F.  Ruddy 
Designated  an  official  grading  guide 
by  the  ANA.  224  pages,  illustrated.  Tid¬ 
bit:  Did  you  know  that  at  one  time  this 
was  the  most-requested  book  in  the 
Detroit  Public  Library  system?  It  is  true! 
Now  in  its  18th  edition,  224  pages. 
Softbound.  Stock  No.  BRU-414. 

List  $10.95 


Penny  Whimsy 

By  William  S.  Sheldon 
A  reprint  from  Lorraine  Durst  of  this 
classic  text,  the  first  in  the  American 
series  to  combine  detailed  numismatic 
die  descriptions  with  history,  collecting 
information,  opinions,  all  in  all  a  de¬ 
lightful  mixture.  340  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BSH-100. 

List  $50.00 


Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  Cents 

By  Richard  A.  Snow 
Edited  by  Chris  Pilliod 
An8-l/2x  1 1  volume  filled  with  infor¬ 
mation  on  these  two  series.  A  popular 
book  which  has  been  responsible  in  good 
measure  for  a  renewed  enthusiasm  for 
the  series.  Over  160  pages,  illustrated. 
Softbound.  Stock  No.  BSN-724. 

List  $34.50 


Bust  Half  Fever 

1807-1836 

By  Edgar  E.  Souders 
A  highly  interesting  book  covering  all 
die  varieties,  the  background  of  the  se¬ 
ries,  grading  collecting,  etc.  330  pages. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BSO-752. 
List  $60.00 


U.S.  Error  Note 
Encyclopedia 

By  Stephen  M.  Sullivan 
This  new  book  illustrates  many  differ¬ 
ent  types  of  currency  errors.  A  great  guide 
for  answering  frequently  asked  questions 
about  currency  errors  and  giving  a  view 
of  market  values.  43 1  pages,  illustrated. 
Spiral  bound.  Stock  No.  BSU-300. 

List  $32.00 


Encyclopedia  of  U.S. 
Silver  &  Gold  Commemo¬ 
rative  Coins  1892-1989 

By  Anthony  Swiatek  &  Walter  Breen 
An  updated  version  of  this  well- 
known  and  highly  regarded  classic.  386 
pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BSW-742. 
List  $29.95 
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THE  STANDARD  GUIDE 
TO  THE  LINCOLN  CENT 
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Standard  Guide  to  the 
Lincoln  Cent 

By  Dr.  Sol  Taylor 

Packed  with  new,  updated  informa¬ 
tion  on  every  coin  in  the  series.  Over 
300  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BTA-404. 
List  $  1 9.95. 


New  Orleans  Mint 
Gold  Coins: 
Tmi<ws 


New  Orleans  Mint 
Gold  Coins 

By  Douglas  Winter 
Focuses  on  gold  coins  struck  at  the  New 
Orleans  Mint.  200  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BW1-814. 
List  $19.95 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BW1-815. 
List  $31.95. 


GoUGnns  pfl 

the  Old  West! 


Gold  Coins  of  the  Old 
West:  The  Carson  City  Mint 

By  Douglas  Winter  and  Dr. 
Lawrence  Cutler 

Focuses  on  the  gold  coins  struck  at  the 
Carson  City  Mint.  210  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BW1-816 
List  $19.95 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BW1-817 
List  $31.95 


JOHANN  MArmXl'S  REICH 

Alto  known  as 
JOHN  REICI1 


by  Stewart  Wiiham 

John  Reich 

a  numismatic  biography 
by  Stewart  Witham 
An  illustrated  biography  which  makes 
John  Reich  come  alive.  48  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BWI-900 
List  $12.95. 


Terms  of  Sale 


1.  Any  item  can  be  reserved  by  telephone  Monday 
through  Friday  8:30  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  Call  our  Direct 
Sales  Department — TOLL-FREE — at  800-222-5993. 
New  Hampshire  residents  use  our  regular  line  603-569- 
5095. 

2.  An  order  blank  has  been  provided  for  your  conve¬ 
nience.  Enclose  your  remittance,  use  our  Collector’s  Ac¬ 
count,  or  use  MasterCard,  Visa,  or  American  Express 
(send  all  information  in  raised  print  on  your  card  includ¬ 
ing  the  issuing  bank,  and  be  sure  to  sign  your  order) .  Please 
list  alternate  choices,  if  possible  (these  will  only  be  used  if 
your  first  choice  has  been  sold  earlier). 

If  you  are  ordering  for  a  type  set,  just  put  “same  type” 
for  your  second  choice.  We  will  then  send  a  coin  of  the 
same  design  type  and  of  equal  or  higher  grade  and  value  if 
your  first  choice  has  been  sold.  Please  add  $5  postage  and 
handling  for  all  orders  under  $500.  Orders  will  be  sent 
insured,  either  through  our  private  carrier  or  the  United 
States  Post  Office. 

3.  Items  may  be  sent  on  open  account  if  credit  has  been 
previously  established.  Interest  will  be  charged  on  unpaid 
accounts  at  the  rate  of  1.5%  per  month  (18%  per  annum) 
after  30  days.  Layaways  are  available.  (Call  for  further  details.) 

4.  “ORDER  IT  TODAY,  ENJOY  IT  TOMORROW:” 
Call  our  Direct  Sales  Dept,  before  1  p.m.  Eastern  time. 
Charge  your  order  to  Visa,  Mastercard,  or  American 
Express;  or  if  you  have  established  credit,  ask  for  the  coins 
on  approval.  We  will  need  your  street  address  (not  box 
address)  for  Federal  Express  delivery.  This  service  is  FREE 
(on  request)  for  orders  of  $500  or  more;  just  $  1 0  for  orders 
under  $500.  Ask  about  our  rates  for  express  book  shipping. 

5.  GUARANTE.E:  Any  item  not  satisfactory  for  any 
reason,  including  grading,  may  be  returned  within  30 
days  of  receipt  (coins  certified  by  ANACS,  PCGS,  NGC, 
etc.  have  a  return  privilege  of  seven  [7]  days).  Exceptions: 
Bullion  coins,  dealer-to-dealer  transactions,  convention 
sales,  or  coins  for  which  the  price  is  negotiated,  for  which 
sales  are  final  Coins  sent  in  sealed  holders  issued  by 
grading  services  must  be  returned  untampered  with  and  in 


the  same  sealed  holders  for  the  guarantee  to  be  effective. 

Grading  is  a  subjective  description  that  represents  the 
opinion  of  the  cataloguer  as  to  the  state  of  preservation  of 
a  particular  item.  All  such  terms,  including  adjectival  and 
numerical  descriptions  of  coins  and  paper  money,  are  the 
opinion  of  the  cataloguer  and  are  not  an  attribution.  No 
warranty,  whether  expressed  or  implied,  is  made  with 
respect  to  such  adjectival  or  numerical  descriptions  which 
can  and  do  vary  among  experts.  Further,  the  interpretation 
of  various  published  standards  has  changed  over  a  period  of 
time.  However,  it  has  been  our  experience  (dating  to  1 953) 
that  our  conservative  grading  and  reasonable  prices  have 
pleased  countless  thousands  of  discriminating  numisma¬ 
tists.  I  n  the  process  we  have  built  what  is  probably  the  most 
successful  rare  coin  dealership  in  the  world  today.  Q.  David 
Bowers  is  a  minor  stockholder  in  the  Professional  Coin 
Grading  Service  (PCGS) 

All  items  are  guaranteed  authentic  (any  coin  proved  to 
be  otherwise  will  be  accepted  for  a  refund  of  the  money 
paid,  or  a  replacement,  at  our  option,  without  further 
liability). 

6.  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  and/or  staff  members  are 
members  of  the  Professional  Numismatists  Guild,  Ameri¬ 
can  Numismatic  Association  (life  members),  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Numismatic  Society,  and  other  leading  numismatic 
organizations  . 

Q.  David  Bowers  served  as  president  of  the  Profes¬ 
sional  Numismatists  Guild  1977-1979  and  president  of 
the  American  Numismatic  Association  1983-1985.  Ray 
Merena  was  president  of  the  PNG,  1995-1997.  Other 
staff  members  have  likewise  been  active  in  the  num  ismatic 
hobby  and  profession  for  many  years. 

7.  All  coins  are  kept  in  bank  vaults.  We  maintain  no  over- 
the-counter  facilities.  We  do  attend  certain  conventions 
and  are  pleased  to  meet  our  clients  in  person  there.  We  are 
as  close  as  your  telephone  or  mailbox  and  invite  your 
inquiries  on  any  numismatic  subject  of  interest  to  you. 

8.  As  the  future  is  unknown,  no  guarantee,  implicit  or 
expressed,  is  made  concerning  the  investment  perfor¬ 


mance,  quality,  or  merchantability  of  any  coin,  or  its  price 
in  the  future.  Market  prices  are  determined  by  supply  and 
demand.  Moreover,  grading  interpretations  may  change 
over  a  period  of  time.  It  is  possible  for  prices  to  go  down 
as  well  as  up. 

9.  All  transactions  are  deemed  to  take  place  in  New 
Hampshire  as  the  place  of  venue,  under  Carroll  County 
and  New  Hampshire  State  laws. 

10.  This  catalogue  supersedes  all  previous  prices  and 
special  offers.  While  we  have  made  an  effort  to  avoid 
typographical  errors,  we  cannot  be  responsible  for  errors 
which  may  occur. 

Staff 

•Chairman  of  the  Board  &  Editor,  Rare  Coin 

Review — Q.  David  Bowers 

•President — Raymond  N.  Merena 

•Direct  Sales  Dept. — Gail  Watson,  Numismatic 

Associate;  Mark  Borckardt,  Senior  Numismatist;  Chris 

Karstedt,  Marketing  Director. 

•Auction  Dept. — Richard  A.  Bagg,  Ph.  D.,  Director; 
Beth  O.  Piper,  Tricia  Johansen. 

•  Research  Dept. — Mark  Borckardt,  Q.  David  Bowers, 
Raymond  N.  Merena. 

•Graphics  Dept. — Jennifer  Meers,  Manager;  Robin 
Edgerly,  Roberta  French,  Doug  Plasencia,  Manager. 
Photography  Department. 

•  Administration — John  Babalis,  Operations  Manager; 
Cynthia  LaCarbonara,  Carolyn  Craigue,  Maggie 
Kettler,  Donna  A.  Badeau,  Rosalie  Minnerly,  Debbie 
McDonald,  Guy  Hughes. 

•Publications  Dept. — John  Babalis,  Mary  I  occi. 

•  Financial  Department — Donald  1 1.  Snyder,  t  P.A., 
Controller;  l  aurel  A.  Morrill,  Natalie  Smith. 
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Now  available  from  our  Publications  Department 
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A  Buyers’  Guide  to  Silver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  Of  the  United  States 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  new,  second  edition  of  Dave  Bowers’  A  Buyers'  Guide  to  Silver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the 
United  States,  with  updated  1 997  prices  for  every  date  and  mintmark  from  the  1 794  silver  dollar  through 
the  1981  Anthony  dollar,  includes  information  regarding  rarity  and  price  history,  plus  a  detailed  evalu¬ 
ation  and  discussion  for  every  issue.  This  book  is  5-1/2  x  8-1/2  inches  in  size,  304  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-402A.  List  Price  $19.95 


Two  Dates  Are  Better  Than  One:  A  Collector’s  Guide  to  Misplaced  Dates 

by  Kevin  Flynn,  ivith  a  foreword  by  our  own  Q.  David  Bowers 
In  this  book,  you  will  find  enough  technical  information  to  keep  you  busy  for  many  hours  of 
reading,  over  2,000  photographs  to  study  and  contemplate,  and  much  more.  The  focus  is  on  mis¬ 
placed  dates.  Under  the  looking  glass,  many  American  coins  of  the  19th  century  have  traces  of  date 
numerals  hidden  among  the  dentils  (tooth  projections)  at  the  border,  and,  occasionally,  in  a  few  other 
places — resulting  from  the  four-digit  date  punch  hitting  or  touching  the  die  in  the  wrong  place. 
Kevin  Flynn,  whose  credentials  include  books  on  regular  Indian  and  Lincoln  cents,  comes  to  the  fore 
with  a  study  that  will  be  highly  useful.  512  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BFL-116.  List  Price  $54.95 


U.  S.  Error  Note  Encyclopedia 

by  Stephen  M.  Sullivan 

This  fine  new  book  illustrates  many  different  types  of  currency  errors,  ranging  from  overprints  to 
folds  to  misalignments  to  incorrect  serial  numbers  to  just  about  anything  else.  Most  notes  are  priced 
in  three  grades.  A  great  guide  for  answering  frequently  asked  questions  about  currency  errors  and 
giving  a  view  of  market  values.  431  pages,  illustrated. 

Spiral  bound.  Stock  No.  BSU-300.  List  Price  $32.00 
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The  Gobrecht  Journal:  Collective  Volume  Number  Four-1995 

The  Gobrecht  Journals  of  commanding  interest  and  importance  to  just  about  anyone  with  even  a  passing  interest  in  Liberty 
Seated  coinage.  Every  so  often  Dr.  John  W.  McCloskey,  editor  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal,  assembles  the  articles  of  recent  years, 
arranges  them  in  order  by  denomination  and  date,  and  reprints  them  in  a  “collective  volume.”  The  latest  such  volume  has  recently 
been  released,  comprising  600  pages,  and  is  a  profusely  illustrated,  quality  hardbound.  Within  the  covers  are  included  much 
research  information,  market  data,  collecting  insights  and  tips,  interesting  observations,  and  more.  In  the  preparation  of  books 
and  catalogues  here  at  our  office,  we  refer  to  our  copies  constantly. 

By  special  arrangement  with  the  Liberty  Seated  Collectors  Club,  we  are  privileged  to  offer  this  volume.  We  first  offered  it  in 
our  Coin  Collector  #57  and  it  was  so  popular  that  we  have  had  to  order  more  books.  Only  a  limited  number  of  copies  have  been 
printed,  and  once  they  are  sold  that  is  it. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BGO-300.  List  Price  $44.00 


